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New Voices
Richard and Susan Haines, for so long
an integral part of Voices, have
stepped down as part of the team. They
hope to be moving from Aston and
plan to relocate so as to be able to help
with care for their grandchildren.

Richard and Susan Haines

Susan joined the team in 1994 and has
contributed many articles, in particular
about guide dogs! In time she became
responsible for distribution of Voices,
ably helped by Richard who joined
Voices in 1995 becoming treasurer in
2002 and joint editor in 2004.

We are really grateful to Susan and Richard for all their hard work over the years both
for Voices and in the parish. They will leave a big gap!
However, hopefully our new team will be up for the challenge.
Helen Wheaton is the joint editor. She brings a wealth of experience having a
background in illustration and design.
Tony Harris is the new treasurer, but an old hand at managing the finances for village
organizations. Liz Harper has taken over distribution.
Andrew Long

Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations
History in the making this year as her
Majesty celebrated such an amazing
achievement – 70 years as our Queen.
The village managed several street
gatherings and enjoyed the fete on the
Playing Field and disco in the evening.
After two years without a village event,
it was lovely that so many people turned
out on the day, despite the inclement
weather. New residents made up a large
part of the committee and stall
volunteers so it had a different feel to
previous years with a royal theme.
A friendly atmosphere prevailed and a
good mix of age groups took part in a
variety of events.
The home-made bunting along Cote
Road made a cheerful sight. It has been
packed away for future use – all 643
metres!

New Voices Team: Back row: Martin Bowley. Lizzie Wood, Tom England
Front Row: Paul Lock, Liz Harper, Andrew long, Helen Wheaton and Brenda Smith
Tony Harris was not available when the photograph was taken

There are photos from the day in the
centre spread and an interesting piece
from one resident, regarding behind the
scenes at the Pageant.
Editors

Next Edition: Last date for articles Wednesday 31st August.
Publication Saturday 17th September
Articles may be emailed to astonnewsletter@hotmail.com or delivered to Penny
Black House, The Square.
Editor: Andrew Long (850271) Treasurer: Tony Harris (850792 ) Advertising: Liz
Harper (850346)

Credit:Neil Pudney
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Dear Editors,
Poppy Appeal 2022
Dear Editors,

WANTED
Volunteers to deliver Voices
Newsletter.
Can you spare a couple of
hours every other month?
Please contact Liz Harper
850346
For more information
Thank You

I know that the Appeal is still some way
away, but I would like to invite any new
People, through your publication, who
feel that they could help with the house
to house collections this year.
At the time of writing, we are likely to
be two, maybe three, collectors down on
2021 and your help would be greatly
appreciated.
Please get in touch if you are able to
assist.
I hope to hear from you.
Kind regards.
Robert Jones
Poppy Organiser - Aston & Cote.
01993 851663.

Dear Editors,
The date was set for the Queens Platinum Jubilee fete, Saturday 4th June 2022. A new
committee was formed, headed by Chair Emma Hunter. Planning started months in advance to make the day special.
The children of Aston and Cote school designed posters to advertise the fete and the
committee chose a winner to become the Princess for the day - driven from the Square,
along “the Royal Mall” to the Village hall in a Mercedes convertible, to officially open
the fete which started with a marvellous Maypole dance.
Throughout the day there were many attractions. A DJ provided music. There was a
bouncy castle; joust and obstacle course. The biggest tombola we have ever seen; a raffle, name the teddy; guess the weight of the cake; a display by the history group and
Jubilee ‘Bake Off’ competition.
The crown making proved very popular with the children. Thank you to the community
church for providing this. To add to the fun there were competitive games for adults
and children. The tug of war proved to be the most competitive, Conservative MP Robert Courts joined in. Followed by wheel-barrow and three legged races. The volunteers
in the kitchen provided food and a tremendous bar had been purpose made, keeping
everyone hydrated throughout the day and night.
The Highlight of the day was the roar of the Lancaster Bomber as it flew overhead, the
sight and sound of the Bomber made everyone stop and stare. When it passed over for
the third and last time everyone cheered and clapped at the amazing sight. The Fete
closed with the Raffle being drawn and winners of the competitions announced. The
committee members would like to thank the local business who sponsored the event,
business owners who donated fantastic raffle prizes, everyone who kindly donated their
time as volunteers and all the villagers who supported the event on the day.
Sponsors: Hooks Hatchery. Aston and Cote Parish Council, Aldi, Carterton. Mr & Mrs
Smith (local resident)
It was a great event enjoyed by all. I have supplied some photos of the day for your
publication.
Gemma Govier
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Report from Aston and Cote W.I.

Advertising in this
Edition
Building Services
Drew Warren
S.J. Cooper
Wayne Austin
Food and Drink
Patrick Strainge Butchers
Aston Community Shop
Garden Services
Arbocare Tree Surgery
Cotswold Garden Designer
Fruitful Branch
Hoskins Horticulture
Lawnscience

For our May meeting we were visited by Shaun who,
before he talked about afternoon
tea etiquette, introduced us to the ‘Dogs for Good’ charity
which supports the training of incredible dogs who
can transform the lives of children and adults with
disabilities; enabling them to live with greater
independence. Shaun then went onto explain about the
origins of the afternoon tea, which apparently began back
in 1840. The Duchess of Bedford found she needed something to bridge the gap
between lunch and the evening meal - which was often as late as 8.00pm. The afternoon
tea consisted of various finger sandwiches, no crusts, an array of scones and cakes
which are all eaten with your fingers.
To finish off our evening rather than the usual tea/coffee and biscuits we were treated
to an amazing sample of an afternoon tea, courtesy of Carol, which we all enjoyed very
much.
Last month our speaker was Dr Anna Smith and she talked about the benefits of
acupuncture and healthy living. She explained how the procedure which involves
needles inserted in certain points on the body and can be used alongside regular medical
treatments. Acupuncture is very effective in helping all sorts of conditions including
head, back and neck pain as well as relieving stress. Acupuncture works by stimulating
the central nervous system which in turn releases chemicals into muscles, spinal cord
and the brain which may stimulate the body’s natural healing abilities and promote
physical and emotional well-being. The effects of acupuncture can last from a few days
to a couple of weeks, however, it depends on the individual’s age, symptoms and any
treatments they are receiving.
We have planned for July to visit Batsford
Arboretum so let’s hope the weather stays
fine. Then for our August meeting we have
a talk by the Blood Bikers - maybe this will
tempt you to come and see what this entails.
We meet in the village hall on the second
Wednesday at 7.30pm. For more details
phone 850271

Halls for hire
Aston Village Hall
Fellowship Centre
Health and Wellbeing
Circuit Training
GP Acupuncture
Natural Therapy Hut
Martin Drew Chiropodist
Reiki Therapy
Roger Bradley Fitness
Sandalwoods Skin Clinic
Home Care
AJS Painting & Decorating
Aston Bathroom Company
Grimebusters Carpet Cleaners
Carpet Options
Mossinator Roof Cleaning
Pets
Cloud Ten Cat Hotel
OXK9 Dog Walking
Services
Aston Repair Depot
Catrin Russ Music Services
Day & Nightcare Assistance
Jequier Newitt Insurance
Nick Nurden – Motor Body Repairs
Paul Lock Photography
Peter Smith Funeral Directors
Vicky’s After School Club
Firewood for sale
Village Organizations
Aston & Cote Badminton
Aston & Cote Pre-School
Local Authority
Aston & Cote P. C.
W.O.D.C. Charlie Maynard &
Lysette Nicholls

Lesley Brown
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Parish Council News
All Change … or maybe not.
Early days this, for our ‘new’ council following the May local elections, albeit
disappointingly uncontested in our case, with only five nominees for the seven seats.
We have since co-opted Ben Lings back onto the Council (thanks Ben!) and hope to
co-opt a seventh councillor shortly to bring us up to our full complement. In sharp
contrast, the same local elections brought wholesale changes within WODC.
Congratulations to Charlie Maynard who joins Lysette Nicholls as our second district
councillor, replacing the redoubtable Steve Good who has stepped down after many,
many years of sterling service to our community. Steve, we are all indebted to you and
wish you a very happy and thoroughly well-deserved retirement. We are fortunate to
also have two additional ‘indirect’ representatives on WODC - Dan Levy, our extant
OCC councillor, who was re-elected as a WODC Councillor for Eynsham, as well as
Aston resident Alaric Smith, elected to represent Bampton. Congratulations also to you
both. Coincidentally, all four also happen to sit on the WODC Lowlands Planning
Committee which decides planning applications in our parish ….. so, no pressure there,
then!

Annual Parish Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting on 25th April was very well attended and proved to be an
informative, lively and collegiate community event. In addition to the Chairman’s
Annual Report, presentations from the Community Trust, Fete Committee, Allotments
Trustees, Day Centre and our ‘Fix My Street Super User’ (what a job title!) were all
very well received.

Planning
There is still no update on North Farm, with OCC (the landowners) still awaiting a
long-delayed response to its formal request for pre-application advice from WODC.
Meanwhile, objections continue to flood into the WODC planning website (109 at the
time of writing) regarding the proposed housing development by Terra behind Marsh
Furlong. Do keep them coming, the Planning Application number is 22/00986/FUL.
We now await the meeting of the WODC Lowlands Planning Committee (scheduled
for July or August) that will decide the application. The Parish Council will be
attending and hope to speak, amplifying our earlier detailed written objection (also
available on the WODC website).

Jubilee Fete
Congratulations and many thanks to Emma Hunter and all members of the Fete
Committee for such an enjoyable event on 4th June. It was wonderful to see the return
of the village fete after a Covid-induced absence of two years and despite the early rain
showers, a great time was enjoyed by all.
And finally …. If you have any questions or comments for your Parish Council and
you are unable to raise it directly with a councillor, please forward them to the Parish
Clerk by email on clerk@astonoxon-pc.gov.uk or by post c/o 16 Foxwood, Aston,
Oxfordshire, OX18 2DZ.

Russell La Forte,
Chairman Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council
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1st Aston Brownies.

The photo shows a recent Brownie
Promise Ceremony. Both myself and
Pat the unit helper had a lovely surprise
as Margaret Fleetwood Windrush
Division President and Denise Parrott,
Windrush Division Commissioner paid
us a surprise visit, and Margaret
surprised us even further by presenting
us both with Thanks Badges in
recognition of our continued service to
Aston Brownies, and particularly during
the difficult time of the Covid
pandemic.
The 1st Aston Brownie Unit decided at
the beginning of Lockdown to try
holding the Brownie Meetings via
Zoom.
There were not many Brownie Units
that took up this challenge!! However
we persevered and worked our way
through nearly 2 years on Zoom, it's
safe to say via Zoom we met many of
the girls’ pets, including dogs, cats and
guinea pigs!
However, there is nothing quite like all
being back together again as we are now
doing.

Brownie Promise Ceremony

We are all extremely excited here at the unit as we are in the middle of planning a visit
to the Cotswold Wildlife Park (July 24th) and looking into various other trips out and
about.
The parent’s rota is now up and running, so thankyou to the parents who can spare
some time to assist Pat and myself. We are currently working on the Communications
Skills Builder Badge and also the Network Skills Builder Badge all together during the
Monday meetings, but we also would encourage Brownies to use their yellow badge
book and look at working towards various Interest badges at home; and then if they
then bring their work in, we can check and sign it off, then order the badges.
We would like to thank the Witney Lions Club, Dream Scheme Funding, as they
recently accepted our application for funding and presented the unit with a cheque to
help towards various trips. In the photo with myself is Georgie and Alice as we were
invited to a cheque-giving presentation, along with a lovely
buffet afterwards. Well done Georgie and Alice for representing the unit so well.
Finally, the unit is in a position to be able to accept new girls, for more details please
get in touch with me on 07887974468 or karenthegardener123@gmail.com
Stay safe
,

Cheque presentation

Karen Stay. Unit Leader.
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Eating Out
La Galleria, Woodstock

Aston-based photographer.
Available for weddings, portraits,
events and commercial work.
Please contact me for a free, no obligation
consultation.
Tel: 01993 851217
Email: pjlphoto@yahoo.com
Web: www.pjlphoto.co.uk

La Galleria
It’s been a while since our last visit, so following a walk in Blenheim, we booked lunch
at La Galleria. My wife is Italian but we rarely eat in Italian restaurants in the UK.
When living in Poole, we were spoilt with two fine options, the small family-run Da
Vinci’s on the old quay and a modern cafe overlooking the Marina, very different but
both with great food and fantastic friendly service, so finding one we loved here was
great.
Reviews range considerably, and whether good or poor, there are a couple of recurring
themes – the tired décor, which definitely needs updating, and lately, the waiter. As is
always the case, the gregarious owner, Lucio always comes over for a friendly chat,
and if you speak Italian, it’s like talking to an old friend. The waitress was also very
nice and really friendly, but whilst the waiter was polite, as others have said about
him, and I surmise it’s the same one, he doesn’t exude the convivial demeanour you
expect of someone dealing with customers, especially Italians. Of course, some
customers treat people in service roles as servants, but if you respect and treat them
well, they respond in kind, so maybe he’s suffered some bad customers; he
nevertheless needs to lighten up or consider a career change (our visit was a while ago
so he may not be there now).
We chose the three-course set Sunday lunch at £23.95. My daughter and I had the
mushroom ravioli starter, nice and thin but still with some bite, with a lovely pecorino
sardo sauce, whilst my wife had the avocado, crabmeat, smoked salmon and prawns,
which looked beautiful and tasted fresh and light.
My daughter had the Parmigiana Melanzane (baked aubergine and courgette with
tomato sauce and mozzarella) as a main, and will only have it from two places; mine
(taught to me by my wife’s Napolitan father) or La Galleria. My wife’s sea bass fillets
were big, which meant I had to help eat them, and cooked perfectly and the pistachio
gratin crumb really added something. Regardless of what side dishes come with our
meals, we always have a portion of the zucchini fritti. It should be impossible to ruin a
steak, but many places manage to find a way, but as expected, mine was tasty and
tender.
To finish, they both had the creamy light and tasty tiramisu, whilst I tried the
Limoncello mousse cake, a soft cheesecake-like dessert with ginger and honey, which
was sharp and refreshing.
Now we are back to some normality, it won’t be too long before we return.
Russ Avis
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Downton Abbey’s Cottage Hospital in Bampton
Restored to full health.

Old Grammar School
After a decade of fundraising and over a year of building work the 17th century Old
Grammar School in Church View, Bampton has been restored to its former glory.
With the top floor condemned as unsafe the staircase was removed in the early 1960s,
leaving the top floor of this remarkable building empty and inaccessible. For 60 years
only the spiders had access to the remarkable space upstairs, until the Bampton
Community Archive (BCA) joined with the landlords, the Bampton Exhibition
Foundation, (BEF) in a gigantic effort to raise over £400,000 to restore the building.
The arrival of the Downton Abbey film crew in Bampton, and the fortuitous use of the
building as the Cottage Hospital in the series, gave a huge boost to their prospects of
success.
With the help of WODC, OCC and the tens of thousands of Downton fans who have
visited the church close over the last eight years, along with a volunteer workforce of
over 50 local people from all walks of life, the huge sum of money has been raised and
now spent on a magnificent restoration of this important building.
The building has housed the Bampton library in half of its ground floor since the 1970s
and will continue to do so but in a massively improved space with state-of-the-art
facilities. The other half of the ground floor is taken up with a completely modernised
shop and exhibition space to provide a much-improved tourism offering to those
Downton fans still to come.
On the upper floor, at the top of the wonderful new oak staircase, is a space now named
the “Lewington Room” after Jo Lewington, the Bampton lady whose idea this project
was all those years ago. The building will now form the Bampton Community Hub.
Jenny Chaundy, the driving force behind the completion of this enormous project says:
“Bampton Community Archive, working in partnership with Bampton Library and
West Ox Arts, want the hub to serve the whole community as well as visitors to the
village and enable people to benefit from this wonderful building. We hope to

inspire them to try something new by joining in with our programme of talks,
workshops, events and exhibitions. It’s an incredibly exciting moment in the
history of this wonderful village and a brilliant new facility to benefit all who
live here or visit.”
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Aston History Group
At our meeting in May, in a talk postponed from last November,
Bill King revealed the story behind ‘The Poppy’ becoming a symbol
of remembrance. Many of those listening would have known that
vast numbers of poppies grew where the land was violently
disturbed during the battles of WWI. Bill explained how wreaths of
lilies appeared at the first ceremony at a wooden cenotaph in
London.
It was an American woman, Moina Michael, who read John
McCrea’s poem “In Flander’s Fields” and wrote the book “The
Miracle Flower” that led to the widespread adoption of the poppy.
The History Group was represented at Aston fete with a display of aerial photographs
of areas of the village. These clearly showed several of the farms were still active and
the Southlands houses when still under construction.
The group’s June meeting was a ‘Family History’ evening which gave members and
others the opportunity to display their family trees and to get help with their research.
David Barber, a new member, gave a short talk about ‘The History of the Census’ and a
new CD of memorial inscriptions from local burial grounds, recently produced by
Oxfordshire Family History Society, was demonstrated by Martin Bowley.
Next meetings:
July 28th – ‘1066 Oxfordshire’s part in the Norman Conquest’; a talk by Julie Ann
Godson
August 25th – An outing to The Royal Mint jointly with WI
The group meets on the last Thursday of the month.
7.30 at The Fellowship Centre in Cote Road.
Visitors are always welcome for a small charge.
Martin Bowley
01993 8504440
aston.historygroup@hotmail.co.uk

40 More Houses in Aston– Update
The application by Terra to build a further 40 homes in our village has been met
with strong objection by the residents of Aston. To date, 104 objections have been
posted on the West Oxfordshire District Council Planning Website.
On the same website are all the documents which relate to the proposed
development, some by local authority consultees and others by Terra. It should be
noted that there is not a single comment posted on the West Oxfordshire District
Council website in support of this development.
There is much to read on the website. Please visit: www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning
select Planning Permission, view Planning Application. Click on Search for
Planning Application and under the heading Planning Simple Search, enter
22/00986/FUL. Press search, click on Documents and you will see them all.
If you require further in depth information about the group and our meetings,
please email: astonactiongroup@gmail.com
There are a huge number of reasons to deny
this application and where would Barney
the Owl hunt if this field is covered in
houses?
Thank you for your continued support
Chris Fryer
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Summer Reading 2022

Surely everyone is anticipating these holidays – different from last year and much more
different from summer 2020 (which we’d all rather forget!). Anyway more good reads
whether you’re on a staycation or far away.
On the fiction front, It Ends With Us by Collen Hoover, a Sunday Times bestseller, is a
glorious and touching read and a brave and heart-breaking novel. How To Kill Your
Family, another bestseller by Bella Mackie is funny and furious and strangely uplifting.
The Reverend Richard Coles has now retired as a vicar and is trying his hand at fiction
hence Murder Before Evensong unleashing a splendidly caustic wit on those
parishioners who deserve it. Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus is a novel that
sparks joy with every page.
If non fiction is more your thing then Atomic Habits by James Clear will help you
transform your life with tiny changes in behaviour. A lovely new cookery book,
Meliz’s Kitchen by Meliz Berg is simple Turkish-Cypriot comfort food and fresh
family feasts. ‘This Much Is True’ is a new biography by Miriam Margolyes It’s her
extraordinary life story with laugh out loud moments. On a more poignant note, The
Escape Artist:The Man Who Broke Out Of Auschwitz To Warn The World is a brilliant
and heart-wrenching book.
For younger persons, Goodnight Stories For Rebel Girls features 100 barrier breaking
Black women and girls who showcase the spirit of Black Girl Magic. Ali Cross by
James Patterson is about a tenacious son eager to follow in his father’s footsteps as a
detective. Michael Morpurgo has written a poetic and beautifully illustrated children’s
book called There Once Is A Queen to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. Grandad’s
Camper by Harry Woodgate is a picture book as warm and friendly as a kind
grandparent.
I’m sure everyone has now heard of Deborah James and she sadly passed away before I
finished this review. However her book How To Live When You Could Be Dead will be
released on August 18th 2022. She was an inspiration in her ability to find positivity in
the darkest of places.
Lastly, the Summer Reading Challenge for children 2022 is presented by the Reading
Agency in Partnership with libraries and the theme is Gadgeteers. Free to join at your
local library and something fun for the kids in the long summer hols. Happy reading.
Stephanie Blakey
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Stuart Flies Past

Stuart Roberts
Old Astonian Stuart Roberts, a pilot in the Red
Arrows the RAF display team, appeared in the
May edition of Voices. He reappeared briefly
on our tv screens when he was interviewed
during the BBC's coverage of the Platinum
Jubilee Parade in London.
You can see Stuart on iplayer at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0017
xfk
He appears about 2 hours 52 minutes into the
broadcast.
Editors
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The Case of the “Lost”
Ring
The chance remark in Aston’s
Community Shop led to the continued
happiness of Edna Amos. Paying for her
daily newspaper and with over-thecounter chat, she revealed that she was
distraught at losing her eternity ring,
when out shopping the previous week in
Carterton, with her husband Ron.
They had visited Aldi and in the car she
was fiddling with her rings when she
felt the eternity ring slip forward, by the
distinctive ‘ping’. Married for 62 years,
Ron gave her the ring to celebrate their
first anniversary.
A frantic search of the car, car-park and
a visit to Morrisons proved negative.
Edna’s daughter circulated the loss on
Facebook and the local radio. A
grandson searched the interior of the car
with no luck.

The missing ring
Persuaded by Aston Community Shop
staff to ask for professional help at
Aston Repair Depot, Andy Ball, the
owner said “Bring the car round, we
have got special cameras for things like
that.”
Happy ending alert – James, the
mechanic, now in his fourth year of the
apprenticeship, was tasked with locating
the ring. He removed two covers over
the handbrake and there was the ring, it
had dropped through a small hole.
Ron was at home to receive the ring and
Edna later learned of the find. When
asked about the value of the ring it was
listed by Edna as “priceless”. She set
about making a cake for the garage staff.

Lizzie Wood
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News from Aston & Cote CE Primary School
from the other schools as well as having the opportunity to
make use of the amazing facilities at Cokethorpe.
Our success on the sports field has continued with excellent
team and individual performances in tennis, athletics, netball
and cricket – we are incredibly proud of every child who
represents us as they really do try their absolute best and
always show great sportsmanship whether winning or losing.
We have been very fortunate and our winning streak has
continued – we won the Witney Partnership netball league and
are county champions for girls’ cricket. This is an incredible
achievement for a school the size of ours; I would like to thank
all the children who have taken part for training hard and being
great team members, to their parents for helping with transport
to all these events (sometimes at quite short notice) and to Mr
Hook, our brilliant Sports Coach, for ensuring the children are
always well prepared.

‘Prayer Spaces’ in St James' Church
May began with an exciting Roman Workshop in Reedy Class
which got their new topic off to a great start. We also enjoyed
taking part in some virtual workshops with famous authors
such as Hannah Gold, the author of ‘The Last Bear’ and ‘The
Lost Whale’. The children loved these workshops and got lots
of good tips about how to improve their own writing. I have
even been told that it has inspired some of them to become
authors themselves!

We were delighted to hold our first Prayer Spaces event in St
James’ Church – previously this event has been held in the
school grounds and was run by school staff, but it was extra
special this time to go over to the church and to be supported
by parent and church volunteers as well as Reverend Janice. It
was wonderful to have the opportunity to reflect on different
types of prayer and how we can pray anywhere, at any time of
the day and I know that many of the children and staff found it
to be a very fulfilling experience.
The KS1 trip to Hill End was a highlight of the month for
many, The children returned home armed with so many
fantastic memories of the things they learned and the fun they
have had with their friends.
Fiona Taylor – Head Teacher

For the first time in three years, the children in Year 2 and
Year 6 completed SATs tests. Although the tests are more low
key in Year 2, we were still incredibly proud of the children
who approached their ‘challenge’ papers with great enthusiasm
and determination. The Year 6s also excelled themselves –
regardless of their results, we know that every child did their
very best in every paper and we really couldn’t ask more than
that. The Year 6s were rewarded with a visit from the ice
cream van and were delighted to discover that they could order
anything they wanted. They certainly took full advantage and
most struggled to eat their lunch afterwards!
As a school, we thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the Queen’s
incredible milestone of 70 years on the throne. The children in
every class wrote letters to Her Majesty and have asked her
some interesting questions. They also worked hard to produce
some amazing portraits of the Queen – I think she would be
delighted at how the children have portrayed her. In addition,
we enjoyed playing some traditional games from the last 70
years and celebrated with cake afterwards.
We were delighted to be able to hold our festival of Maypole
Dancing in front of an audience this year – it was lovely to
have so many parents and carers joining us for this event. It
was fantastic to watch the children taking part in these
traditional dances – some of them enjoyed the opportunity to
dance again at the opening of the village fete.
Working with the other schools in the Corinthian Partnership,
the children in Year 5 have enjoyed two enrichment
opportunities – they spent a very enjoyable afternoon playing
cricket in mixed teams and participated in a STEM morning. It
was lovely to see the children work cooperatively with pupils
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A Roman Workshop

The Platinum Jubilee Pageant – a view from behind the scenes.
It’s not often you get the opportunity to drive a wide-load
articulated lorry the wrong way around the Queen Victoria
Monument in front of Buckingham Palace in the middle of the
night – and with a Police escort to prevent you being arrested
by armed response units!
I started working on the Platinum Jubilee Pageant in January.
The second of three processional sections along The Mall,
followed by a finale in front of the Palace, ‘Time of Our lives’
was to showcase the changes across the seven decades of Her
Majesty’s reign: I would be responsible for its technical
production. This section had only recently been added to the
pageant so there was much to be done: open top buses to
source, mobile sound systems to design, hundreds of vehicles,
drivers and performers to be invited to take part – the list went
on.

Punch Wilson with the Daleks

Minis on Horse Guards Parade
All vehicles were to gather on Horse Guards Parade (HGP), the
walking performers in a conference centre close by, and follow
the 3km circular route via Parliament Square, up Whitehall,
along The Mall and down Birdcage Walk. Other teams dealt
with the multiple sections of the pageant: from the stages at the
Queen Victoria Monument (QVM) to high-profile hospitality
sites; from accreditation for 10,000+ cast and crew to site
security.
Adding to the challenge, everything had to follow the BBC
concert on the Saturday night at QVM and be ready for the
Sunday morning. Where the world saw only the procession
along The Mall, we had event control teams in Green Park, the
Royal Mews and Constitution Hill; VIP hospitality in Lancaster
House, Marlborough House and Great George St.; performer
changing areas in the QEII Conference Centre, Somerset House,
Victoria Embankment and MoD Gardens; over 1km of vehicle
muster and preparation areas between Westminster and
Waterloo Bridges. HGP had to accommodate up to 240 different
vehicles: from Daleks and Sinclair C5’s to articulated floats,
buses to Bond cars, whilst also making room for 300 bicycles
and catering and welfare facilities for over 1,250 participants,
celebrities and crew. Performing groups were able to rehearse
off site, but what happened on the day was without rehearsal
and would be the one and only time everyone and everything
came together. A vast stage management team, split-second
scheduling and a complex communications network kept the
entire procession in order, to pace and ultimately to time – but
quite how it ran quite so precisely is still a mystery!
Preparation was everything. For months, a management team
was in liaison with multiple London authorities: from the Palace
to the Royal Parks; the Police and Counter Terrorism to the

Dept. of Transport; TfL to DCMS – and every abbreviation in
between. In late April we undertook the practice run of the route
at 3 a.m. to ensure the purpose-built 4m wide trucks would be
able to make every turn. We had to obtain special permission to
run buses along the route as none has ever been allowed to
operate within the area of St James’s Park, not even for the
Olympic celebrations. While the country enjoyed the extended
Jubilee bank holiday, hundreds of vehicles of every size had to
be searched prior to arriving at its respective muster point. All
drivers, performers and crew were vetted by the Police and
issued with an accredited pass – quite a monstrous task made
more difficult with last-minute printing issues. Allegedly, when
passing a lady holding a placard “Jesus is coming”, someone
was heard to say, “Hope he’s got his accreditation”.
For all those volunteers and performers who took part in the
procession - and returned with beaming smiles - it was an
unforgettable and extraordinary experience. For me, it was an
honour to have been a small part of such a unique event but, as
much as we all support you, I think I’ll watch the next one from
the comfort of an armchair, if you don’t mind, Your Majesty!
Punch Wilson

Buses on parade
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Jubilee Fete 2022
Thank you to all those who submitted photographs
for use in this edition.

Winner of ‘Guess the name of the
Teddy’
Ladies of the WI

Crown making fun

Children enjoying crown
making

Face painting

Karan and Guneet in
their finished crowns

Aston History Group display
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Cote Road bunting

Some classic beauties

The Lancaster Bomber

The Lancaster
Bomber on its second
run

Children’s bake-off winner
Piggyback racing

Ladies competing in the ‘Tug-of-war’

The judging of the best cakes
and biscuits

The Tombola stall
15

Having Fun at the Street Parties

Church Farm Court
party

Marsh Furlong party

16

Photo Competition
The Voices team love nothing more than seeing your amazing
photographic work brightening up our pages, so for the next
edition we are having a photography competition for all you
budding amateur photographers out there.

The theme is ‘Summer’, so whether its shots of Aunty Mable
relaxing with an ice cream cone by the sea, or a photo of your
amazing garden flowers, please send them in so that we can
share your talents with our readers.
Entries should be emailed to Astonnewsletter@hotmail.com.
Please try and send the images files in the largest size that you
can to make sure that we see them in all their glory. There will
be a £20 first prize for the best photograph.

Never Too Old to Rock and Roll
Simon Emm, from North Street has been on a journey. Just
before lockdown he decided to learn to play the guitar. He
started with the electric guitar but changed to acoustic and then
went the whole hog and took up vocal training.
His teaching came from a variety of sources: The Rock Project
Encore - Oxford provided help with singing. He signed up for a
term’s tuition with sessions at Church Green, Witney. However,
with the guitar he was largely self-taught. This involved
downloading You Tube material and much more.
The ground breaker for Simon was his first public performance.
This was an open mike night at The Red Lion. Simon admits
that he was rubbish, but thankful he received encouragement
from those present. His next leap forward came when he played
at The Horseshoes in Bampton. Here a friend suggested he went
along to the Bampton Folk Club. Playing at the club improved
his confidence as did the increasing number of open mic nights
he was doing - by 2021 he had played in Witney, Eynsham,
Carterton, Abingdon, Aston, Bampton, Wantage, Hanborough,
Freeland, Didcot, Steventon and Oxford. Lockdowns didn't help,
but The Bampton Folk Club continued to meet on Zoom.
So what was he performing? To start with it was folk and pop
ballads, but he soon realised that faster, happier songs went
down better.
In April 2022 he went busking. His first attempt was in Witney
outside Waterstones. He admits to being nervous, but the
passers-by liked his performance. Another memorable moment
was his first paid gig. This was at The Swan Inn in Eynsham.
But his proudest moment came in April 2021 when Charlotte,
his daughter said, “Dad you’re not that bad.” Simon admits
“That was kinda my Brit award moment”.
Festivals were a move forward and so far he will play at
Kennington (June), Bicester and Finstock this year. On July 9th
he will be taking part in Witney Carnival, busking for charity.

Simon Emm
So what of the future? Simon has written some songs and would
like to release one on Spotify. He also said he would like to gig
more!
You can reach Simon at simon emm music on Instagram if you
would like any information relating to open mics in the area,
playing or attending.
Well done Simon you have done well.
Andrew Long
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News From the Aston
and Cote Day Centre
As I write we are about to go into July and
the Day Centre has now been open for 19
Wednesdays at the Fellowship Centre
plus the 12 weeks when we closed due to
covid. We delivered lunches and kept in
touch with the members with phone calls
and we put together the Newsletter which
we handed out.
I am not too sure where this time has
gone, but I do know that clearly there was
a need for a Day Centre, as we are close
to full membership and all of the
members come virtually every single
week which is lovely to see, so obviously
we are doing something right.
Last Summer I decided to set up the Day
Centre as a not-for-profit CIC
(Community Interest Company). I have
volunteered all of my spare time to setting
it up and I continue to do so, as I truly
believe in it. However, we could not open
every Wednesday without all of the
volunteers, the cooks, and the helpers on
the rota. They give up their time and
come along to help to provide a safe place
for the seniors in the local community to
come to socialise, have a sing song, do
some basic fitness, have a lovely lunch,
play team games, and listen to fantastic
musicians. So, a massive thankyou to
every volunteer that we have on the rota.
We are always looking for more
volunteers so if you think you might like

Nesta and Wilson at the Witney
Lions presentation
to join the team and give a couple of
hours, or a morning or afternoon or a full
day, do please get in touch with me.
The photo is of a recent cheque
presentation from the Witney Lions
Dream Scheme, I was allowed to take two
adults with me, so Nesta and Wilson
kindly said they would represent the
members. We had a brilliant evening and
there was a very nice buffet all laid on, so
thank you to the Witney Lions for coming
to visit us and to see what we wanted the
funding for and accepting our application.
I have a full programme booked up till the
end of November. I am now planning the
Wednesdays in December leading up to
Christmas!! yes, I said Christmas !
If anyone knows of someone that they
feel might benefit from the centre please
do contact me to discuss further, or if you
would like to come for the first time to see
what we are all about please contact me.
The first visit is free. Founder: Karen on
01993851506. Mobile: 07887974468. Email: target.meuk@gmail.com
We also have a very informative website
and Facebook page, and I appreciate that
possibly this might not be easily accessed
by some but maybe a family member
might like to access it for more
information. The links are below.
Website:
https://www.astonandcotedaycentre.co.
uk/ Facebook page: Aston & Cote Day
Centre.

Stay safe, Karen.
Founder, Aston & Cote Day Centre
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Musicians from Cokethorpe School visit Aston and Cote Day Centre
Talented
musical
students
from
Cokethorpe School have established links
with Aston & Cote Day Centre. A number
of students have been to entertain the
members on a Wednesday afternoon over
the last few months. Members of the
Centre have absolutely loved being
entertained to popular tunes, such as those
by Abba and the Beatles played by the
students on the violin and the piano.

Chris Flaherty

Caellum Sharp with Dr Winkley at Aston & Cote Day Centre

A Cygnificant Success ! - Success at last for this pair of swans.

GREAT BROOK SWANS

Swans and their family on the Great Brook
Last year we watched them set up house on a small island on the
Great Brook. After weeks of sitting on the eggs, down came the
rain and up came the water level. We watched in horror as day by
day the water inched higher and when it almost swamped the nest,
very sadly, the swans had no option but to abandon it.
This year around early April back came the pair to the same
island. They piled lots more twigs on top and sat on eggs once
again. Luckily, this time after many weeks and much kinder
weather, there was success.

Great tidings from near Aston
For down on the Great Brook
Nature’s brought a wonder
If you should take a look
There upon an island
A swan pair tried again
To build a nest, which sadly
Was swamped last year by rain
This time they stacked twigs higher
The eggs were safely laid
To start the incubation
And low the water stayed
After weeks of sitting
The parents had their prize
Six pretty little cygnets
Afloat before their eyes.
Peter Gibbs

26th

On
May we saw that the nest was finally empty and five days
later we were delighted to see Mr and Mrs Swan with six
delightful cygnets near the bridge.
I am including a poem written by our friend Peter Gibbs who is a
prolific poet living in Clevedon.
He is a frequent visitor and knows this area very well.
Maureen and Ken Langford
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So Finally the Old Computer Died
After many battles, breakdowns (mine)
and bloody-mindedness (machines), we
have both worn out and finished each
other off.
Arising from the ashes is a new computer!! (Play villain music) It has taken me
ten years to get used to the old one and I
never really won. With the arrival of the
new computer- In the words of Captain
Oates-.”I may be gone sometime”
Our lives have been revolutionised by technology. Everything has an ‘app’ these days.
Mobile phones have taken over the world. Without one you are a peasant and will one
day end up having to leave your car in some distant car park because it requires an AP
you haven’t got on a mobile phone you don’t possess.
Midsummer Murders could not function without mobile phones. Without them the plot
would just collapse. They really should feature in the credits!
But back to my new computer. I can now play a vast array of card games with varying
degrees of difficulty? How humiliating to be beaten at Solitaire by a gloating machine
flashing EASY at you What is more it isn’t called Solitaire any more, or even Patience.
But KLONDYKE.
I can see trouble ahead!!!
My old (now defunct) computer did manage to have the last laugh. I sent my niece a
birthday present on line. It was delivered to ME. I always miss ticking some vital box.
Luckily, she didn’t get the bill and I must admit we all enjoyed the muffins.
My next challenge = to see if I can send this in to the Editor.
If all else fails I can see the homing pigeons coming out of retirement!
Brenda Smith

District Council Report
So, I’ve been your district councillor for just under two months. Thank you very much
for electing me and I will do my best to repay the trust you have put in me. I’m very
much enjoying being a councillor, working with everyone in the ward to solve
problems and get things done.
I’m one of two West Oxfordshire district councillors for the Standlake, Aston and
Stanton Harcourt ward. Lysette Nicholls (C) is the other district councillor and Dan
Levy (LD) is the county councillor for the Eynsham division which includes Aston. We
work very closely together and get on well. Last May, the Lib Dems took control of the
county council and as of this May, we took control of the district council. In both
councils we as Lib Dems are leading a Lib Dem-Labour-Green alliance. The
relationships are good between the parties.
In terms of my responsibilities, I sit on the Lowlands Planning Sub-Committee which
makes planning decisions for roughly the southern half of the district, including our
ward. I also sit on all three “scrutiny” committees (Climate & Environment, where I am
the Vice-Chair; Economic and Social; and Finance and Management). The role of these
committees is to examine and influence the policies and decisions made by the
councils. Two months in, I’m confident that changes for the better can and will be
made.
Some of the projects I am most active on now include: helping drive discussions and
decisions on flooding with the Environment Agency and the district and county council;
working with WASP (Windrush Against Sewage Pollution) and the council to hold
Thames Water more effectively to account for their very poor performance; exploring
hydropower opportunities on the weir systems on the Upper Thames; and developing a
safe bike path between Stanton Harcourt and Eynsham. Plenty more are on the list.
I’m reachable on charlie.maynard@westoxon.gov.uk and 07487 708 681. Please do get
in touch.
Charlie Maynard
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Aston Community Shop
Pricing Policy and Donations to Village Organisations
The rising cost of living is a subject we
are all too sadly aware of at the moment
so I thought it might be helpful to talk
briefly about our shop’s pricing policy.
Many of our customers are pleasantly
surprised by the reasonableness of our
prices. This is because we are a
community run shop and one of our key
priorities is to keep our prices as low as
possible in order to be competitive with
other food retailers, whilst making
enough money to cover our shop’s
running costs, making improvements
and maintaining the premises. We are
very fortunate in that we are able to run
the shop with a great team of volunteers
and do not need to make profits for
shareholders which helps. Of course our
stock bulk-purchasing power from
suppliers is not quite as influential as
larger retailers! By keeping our prices as
low as possible we are giving back to
the community and benefiting all who
shop with us.
For the last financial year the shop has
made quite a reasonable profit, and after
reserving some of this for essential
maintenance we are now looking to
make donations to the community by
supporting local projects.
Local clubs, societies and other
organisations can contact us for help
with a particular project. (up to £250)
Please either email us with a brief
description of your bid, or contact us at
the shop.

Opening Hours
Shop Opening Hours

Mon – Wed 08:30 – 16:00
Thu – Fri 08:30 – 18:30
Saturday
08:30 – 14:00
Sunday & Bank Holidays
09:00 – 12:00
Post Office Opening Hours

Monday
09:30 – 12:30
Wednesday 09:30 – 12:30
Friday
09:30 – 12:30

As always, we are looking for new
volunteers to join our fantastic team. If
you are able to spare just three hours a
week, or month, we would be delighted
to welcome you to the team. No
previous experience is necessary, and
full training will be provided.
We have produced a leaflet included
with this month’s Voices to promote the
shop and as a helpful reminder of our
contact details.

Thank you to everyone who supports
our vital village shop.

Sally Lee
Aston Community Shop
acs@astoncommunityshop.co.uk
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Veteran-Cycle Club
The Veteran-Cycle Club, founded in
1955 as the Southern Veteran-Cycle
Club is neither a cycling club or
specifically a club for old men although
members do enjoy riding their latest
acquisition in the company of other
members and some of us have clocked
up a few years.
My introduction to the club was as a
lifelong cyclist and engineer. Cycle
development in the late 19th century
was at the leading edge of engineering
technology. Although reliable high
speed travel by rail was well developed
by the 1890s personal transport
remained as it had for thousands of
years. The wealthy had horses and
everyone else walked. With the coming
of the bicycle came the possibility of
affordable personal mobility. The
problem was the heavyweight of early
machines against the pathetically small
power output of the human body. The
race between rival manufacturers to
develop ever lighter machines with
better gearing and bearings with
minimum friction was on.
Names that would later become well known in the British and world motor industry
began life as cycle manufacturers, lightweight ball bears, roller chains enclosed gear
systems and mass production techniques were all developed in the cycling boom of the
late 19th century by names such as Singer, Humber, Rover, Rudge, Royal Enfield and
of course in the early 20th century William Morris who started his business in Oxford
manufacturing bicycles.
The development and popular use of the motor car would not have happened as quickly
without this background development work and at this point we must not forget that
Dunlop's pneumatic tyre was developed initially for the bicycle.
Move forwards a few years and cycle development has never been slow to borrow from
other industries. As high strength lightweight steel tubing was developed for aircraft in
the 1930s it was found to be ideal for a new generation of ‘lightweight’ cycles with
famous names such as Reynolds, Ackles and Pollock becoming the world leaders in the
production of frame tubing followed post WW2 by the availability of aluminium,
titanium and latterly carbon fibre.
The club has 25 sections throughout mainland UK, one in Northern Ireland and one in
New England USA with a local group meeting monthly for a pub lunch and regular
outings usually involving a 10-to-15-mile ride to the lunch venue conducted at a pace
suitable for bikes of all vintages of machines and riders.
The club produces a high quality bi-monthly magazine and a quarterly 'journal'
documenting historic issues and photographs.
Ian Taylor
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What's in a name? - The Square
The triangle at the centre of the village
is known as The Square! Most of the
houses overlooking the war memorial
have The Square as part of their address,
such as The Red Lion, but not all
though. Penny Black House is in the
High Street as is "West Riding".
You might imagine that the centre of the
village has always been known as The
Square: In the 1851 Census the Red
Lion was listed as The Square, but the
1841 Census lists the Red Lion as
Church Street. Interesting as the Church
itself had only been in existence for two
years.
But prior to the 1841 Census the area
was known as Aston Cross.

The new war memorial 1921

In 1593 the Aston Commons Book noted that “A meeting shall be held every year on
Lady Day Eve at Aston Cross.” Interestingly there is an old stone, lying peacefully on
the war memorial grass, which is a fragment of the old cross that once stood on the site.
It seems likely that it was an old Saxon preaching cross.
The triangle within a square at the centre of our parish can cause confusion. Those
looking for The Square but seeing a triangle may need to check their sat nav.
Andrew Long

Drawing of Aston Cross 1848 from “A History of Bampton”
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Alphabet Quiz
A simple twenty question quiz, but all the answers begin with
the letter G.

1

2

3

1. What is the name of this creature who was created by Julia Donaldson ?
2. What is the name of this cathedral?
3. Who was this Apache Leader?
4. What is the name of the hamlet between Buckland and Charney Bassett?
5. Who said, “I never said, ‘I want to be alone.’ I only said ‘I want to be let alone!’
There is all the difference.”?
6. Who sang, “I will survive”?
7. Found in Yellowstone National Park, what is “Old Faithful”?
8. Gingivitis affects which part of the body?
9. Which pub name can found at three Oxfordshire locations: Bessels Leigh,
Gallowstree Common Peppard and Letcombe Regis?
10. Who was the Commanding Officer of No. 617 Squadron, which he led in the “Dam
Busters” raid in 1943?
11. Which annual opera festival is held near Lewes in East Sussex?
12. Traditionally eloping couples headed for which Scottish village?
13. Phil Collins, a drummer, singer songwriter, found fame with which group?
14. What was the name of the coin that was worth four old pence?
15. A swelling of the neck resulting from an enlargement of the thyroid gland is known
as what?
16. What is the name of the gorilla whose statue stands in Crystal Palace Park?
17. Where is Oxford Bus Station situated?
18. Which famous American-football team is based in Wisconsin?
19. What is the name of the woodcarver who created Pinocchio?
20. In the fantasy stories by Mervyn Peake where does Titus Groan live?
Compiled by Andrew Long

Answers P27

Community Trust
Following our AGM I am pleased to report
that Ian Dunstan is the new chairman.
Paul Farrow has left the committee and we
will miss his invaluable input and would
like to thank him for all his hard work. We
are in need of more committee members,
if you are interested come along and have
a chat. The first 15 mins of our meetings
are now open to the public.
Meetings are the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.30 pm in the Ordish room.
500 club is due soon. Look out for an email on how to pay, or people coming round to
collect. If you are interested we are hoping to have our website sorted so you can join
on line. Keep an eye out on “What’s on in Aston and Cote” We will post details on
there.
Carolyn Simmonds
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Nature Natters - Reviving Natural Environments
I visited a couple of places recently and
they have important points in common.
The first was a nature reserve in
Scotland where they had joined the
move towards ‘Rewilding’. They had
introduced beavers to the reserve, and it
was lovely to see the results with trees
felled by the beavers and newly flooded
habitats thanks to the beavers’ activities.
The second was a visit to the Oxford
Botanic Garden. There, I discovered that
quite a portion of the far end of the
garden, known as the Merton Borders,
has been given over to ‘sustainable
horticultural development, with the aim
of having minimal impact on the
environment’. The result was somewhat
like the meadows at Chimney reserve
because they have created meadows by
suppressing the grass. There are two
ways of doing this. The first is to
remove the fertile topsoil and grow your
plants in the much less fertile sub-soil.
The second is to sow yellow rattle, and
both the Botanic Garden and the
Chimney Meadows have done this.
Yellow Rattle is a remarkable little plant
that is essentially parasitic on grass.
They flower and set seed in the summer

500 Club Winners

and the mature seed heads rattle during
hay making – hence the alternative name
of ‘hay rattle’. The seeds fall to the
ground and after the cold of winter they
germinate in spring. The first thing the
seedling does is to attach itself to a grass
root, sapping the strength of the grass.
Both the beaver rewilding and the
meadows in Oxford and Chimney are
attempts to retrieve something of the
original natural environment of Britain.
They are all essentially local, and it is
too easy to belittle them as being too
small to be significant. But both are
keeping those natural habitats going and
letting the natural species avoid
extinction.
James Gray

June 2022 Draw
No.

May 2022 Draw

Winner

No. 111

£250

A Haines

No. 133

£150

J. Hirons

No.

Prize

49

£40

C. Pinner

No.

1

£100

J. Everex

No. 395

£30

B. Diamond

No. 412

£75

D. Radburn

No. 104

£20

J. Faraday

No. 405

£50

J. Hoskins

No. 283

£10

M. Goss

No.

51

£40

C. Hook

No.

21

£10

J. Russell

No. 323

£30

M. Joynes

No. 401

£5

G. Woan

No. 225

£25

C. Revell

No. 319

£5

H. Pither

No. 183

£25

J. Beechey

No. 378

£5

K. Miller

No.

77

£20

N. White

No.

38

£10

N. Butler

No. 235

£10

J.Geary

No. 339

£5

No.

80

£5

H.
Dunkleman
A. Childs

No. 410

£5

No.

Winner

Prize

If you would like the chance to be a
500 Club winner please contact us on:
500ClubAston@gmail.com
or the Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/AstonCote

D. and C.
Outen
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Recipe

Changes in the Bell Tower

Mike’s Chocolate Cake
Back in the days of blackboards and
chalk, when we taught rods, poles and
perches and recipes were written in
ounces, I was a deputy head and Mike
was my head teacher.
Whenever there was a school fund
raising “event” to which parents and
well-wishers contributed, Mike would
invariably turn up with his chocolate
cake for raffles, or guess the weight or
whatever.
.

This was HIS cake and when he retired,
he passed on the closely guarded secret
recipe to me.
The big secret is the evaporated milk.
The other big secret was the spelling
error (which I have corrected) – he wrote
“scolded” milk instead of “scalded”.
I still have crazy mental pictures of Mike
giving a pint of milk a severe telling off!
David Barber

l-r Catrin Russ, Martin Bowley, Shirley Warren, Hilary Bowley, Ian Russ

The Aston bells have rung out across the West Oxfordshire countryside for well over
one hundred years, calling people to worship and announcing important events, and we
five (pictured) are keeping the noble tradition alive in our village today.
Shirley Warren has been Tower Captain in Aston for the last 19 years, organising
ringers for weddings and other important events, and generally galvanising the troops
for Sunday ringing and practise nights; whilst carrying on with the ringing though, she
has decided to hand over the captaincy to husband and wife double act, Ian and Catrin
Russ.
Bellringers are very sociable people and because there are relatively few of us, we are
always pleased to welcome newcomers into our midst. Most bell ringers are not church
goers, they just enjoy the physical and mental challenge that bellringing presents.

Sift together :
7oz Self Raising Flour
8 oz Caster sugar
¾ teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons cocoa

As a ringer, you will be welcomed with open arms into any tower in the land – such a
lovely feeling in these days of negativity and fake news! If you think you might like to
learn how to ring bells, please drop me an email at russcat21@gmail.com and we’ll get
the ball rolling … or the bell ringing!
Catrin Russ

Rub in:
4oz margarine or butter
Stir in:
2 beaten eggs
5 tablespoons evaporated milk
5 tablespoons water
1 teaspoon vanilla essence

Cote Chapel Open
The chapel at Cote is one of the finest and
most significant buildings in the parish.
It is a grade II* listed building and is nationally significant.
The Historic Chapel's Trust has arranged for
the chapel to be open on the following dates:
Sunday 31st July
Sunday 21st August
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September
(Ride and Stride and Heritage Open Day)
The opening times are 11am until 4pm.

Bake in either:
A 12” x 8” meat tin Or 2 x 7” cake tins
170 degrees C for 35 mins
ICING
Melt:
2½ oz margarine or butter with 2
tablespoons cocoa
Stir in:
8 oz icing sugar
3 tablespoons scalded milk
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
Beat until thick, pour over the cake
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Cote Chapel

Diary

Coming soon

July
28th

Thursday
History Group
“1066 Oxfordshire's part
in the Norman Conquest”
Julie Ann Godson
7.30 Fellowship Centre

August
Thursday 4th
Parish Council
7.30 Village Hall
Wednesday 10th
WI
"Blood Bikers"
Rider Volunteer
7.30 Village Hall
Thursday 25th
History Group/WI
visit to The Royal Mint

September
Thursday 1st
Parish Council
Wednesday 14th
W.I.
Cooking Demonstration
by Darren
7.30 Village Hall
Saturday 24th
Folk concert
Jez Lowe
7.30 Village Hall

Jez Lowe
Folk Concert on 24th September
at Aston Village Hall
7pm for 7.30pm
Jez Lowe with supporting acts
Montmorency and
Bampton Folk Club.
Tickets £12 from Aston Repair Depot
or Sylvia Brown.
12 Cote Road 01993850553
The last time Jez played at Aston it
was a sell out,
so get your tickets early!
Sylvia Brown

Answers to Alphabet Quiz
1. The Gruffalo. 2. Guildford.
3. Geronimo. 4. Gainfield. 5. Greta
Garbo. 6. Gloria Gaynor. 7. A geyser.
8. The gums. 9. The Greyhound. 10. Guy
Gibson. 11. Glyndebourne. 12. Gretna
Green. 13. Genesis. 14. A groat. 15. A
goitre. 16. Guy. 17. Gloucester Green.
18. The Green Bay Packers.
19. Geppetto. 20. Gormenghast Castle.
Andrew Long – Chair & Editor (Content)
Helen Wheaton – Sub Editor (Technical)
Tony Harris – Treasurer
Martin Bowley – Secretary & Lay Up
Paul Lock – Lay Up
Tom England – Lay Up
Liz Harper – Advertising & Distribution
Lizzie Wood
Brenda Smith
Thanks to our printers The Flying Press Ltd.
Unit 15, Glenmore Business Centre, Range Rd, Witney OX29 0AA
Thanks also to the distribution team and
Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council for their grant

Church Services
St. James, Aston
Service pattern
First Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston, Holy
Communion
Second Sunday
9.15am St Mary’s, Shifford, Holy
Communion
9.30am St James, Aston Family Service
Third Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston Holy
Communion
6.00pm St Mary’s, Shifford Evensong**
Fourth Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston Family Service
**July to September - The Evensongs at
St Mary’s
***July 24th – No Morning Service.
Evensong at 6.00pm
Do also check for notices of any changes
and updates, on the church noticeboard,
WhatsApp, The St James Facebook and
other social media. These services are
regularly live streamed via Facebook
Aston and Cote Community Church
at the Fellowship Centre
Over the summer all our meetings are
family services, where the children stay
in throughout and there are activities for
all primary ages. Meetings are led by
our midweek groups and will be varied
in their style and format! We will be
looking at ‘Women of Faith’ in the Bible.
In September we resume our format of
all-age worship, followed by Sunday
School for the children and a more substantial talk for the adults. We begin a
short series on ‘Finding New Faith in
Challenging Times’.
As always, we welcome visitors of all
ages, backgrounds and beliefs.
Date
24-Jul
31-Jul
7-Aug
14-Aug
21-Aug
28-Aug
4-Sep

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am

Family Service
Family Service
Family Service
Family Service
Family Service
Family Service
Worship, a talk,
and Sunday School
11-Sep 10.30am
Regional
Celebration in
Witney
18-Sep 10.00am Worship, a talk,
and Sunday School
25-Sep 10.00am Worship, a talk,
and Sunday School
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Garden Ramblings- Open For All.

Red, White and Blue Wildflowers near Alvescot
You know you are in the summer months
when, driving locally, you see those
exciting signs ‘OPEN GARDENS’ and if
you’re not driving too fast are able to
catch a glimpse of when and where!
So it was with great expectations that I
headed to Chipping Campden for their
open gardens on a Sunday afternoon in
June and I was not disappointed. For a
small fee you are given a map and the
opportunity to ‘nose’ into gardens you
would never see.
With 23 on view it was hard to fit them all
into an afternoon but what a wonderful mix
of everything good about gardening. There
were the spectacular examples with neatly
trimmed lawns, sculptures and tumbling
water and a secretive Hobbit house for
some lucky grandchild to play in, lovingly
tended gardens with an abundant display
of roses creating a sensory pleasure. Then
you come across the tiny garden, a little
haphazard, creating a crazy mix of
planting, colour and textures in every
space. To add to the interest you
sometimes come across the owners of
these gardens – proud and knowledgeable
to be sharing the fruits of their labours with
those who appreciate it. It makes a perfect
afternoon – doesn’t it – lots of ideas and
inspiration but then, as I journey home,
there’s sometimes a little niggle of green
garden envy ‘if only my garden looked like
that or had that plant in it.’ Time to work
on mine then!
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Open Gardens in Chipping Camden
Even if you don’t visit gardens I
wonder if you were lucky enough to
see some wonderful fields that have
been exploding into bloom in our
area. Some striking fields
of poppies have been appearing
giving a sudden red to the view across
the country side. Also an amazing
field of mixed wildflowers

predominately red, white and blue which
seemed to stretch on forever. I wonder if
it was planted for the Jubilee with those
colours in mind but it certainly gave
pleasure to so many.
Keep your eyes open there’s beauty
everywhere.
N.M.D.

