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More Building?

Proposed site in red

Proposed site layout

The site from the proposed development entrance on Marsh Furlong

An open meeting convened by Terra Homes
held at the Village Hall in February presented
plans for a 40 house development off Cote
Road. They asked for feedback for their
proposal.
Some context is needed:
Recent building in Aston
• There have been over 100 new homes built
in Aston in the last ten years
• Over 80 in the last two years
Affordable housing
• Average sale price of a house in Aston is
£590,000. The majority of sales in Aston
during the last year were detached properties,
selling for an average price of £665,464.
Semi-detached properties sold for an average
of £237,500, with terraced properties fetching
£240,000.
• The Terra proposal is for affordable housing
Flooding
• The 5 acre site in question is susceptible to
flooding
Sewage and Drainage
• Doubts exist about the capacity of Thames
Water to deal with increased sewage and
drainage requirements
Refusal Planning on the site has already been
refused by West Oxon District Council. The
wording in the WODC Notice of Decision*
gave the main reasons for refusal as:
- the proposed development is considered to
unduly urbanise an attractive area of open
countryside, compromise key views, harm
the setting and context of heritage assets and
detract from the attractive rural character of
the settlement edge at this point.
- the drainage strategy submitted for the development is not able to mitigate the likelihood of flooding.
* Source WODC Notice of Decision
Editors
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Editorial

No Lambs Yet!
Spring is nearly here and lambs are due
now. Unable to find any in Aston, I
tracked down a shepherd, well he’s a
sheep farmer really.
On the north side of the village, Andy
Fallows, rears 250 ewes called Cheviot
Mules. He farms 70 acres and keeps
them for as long as they are healthy. One
of his sheep is aged nine; his purpose is
for commercial reasons. They stay on the
farm 4-5 years and lambs are sold for
breeding stock or meat.
Andy’s grandfather and father were

A fallen tree in the Brook
Trees in The Brook It wouldn't be the March edition of Voices if we didn't include a
photograph of a fallen tree in the Brook! At the last count there were ten trees, or parts
of trees, that were lying across the Brook. Fallen trees across a watercourse are not
really the best scenario when flooding is a possibility.
Sheep. As you walk, cycle, or drive through the parish you can't help noticing the
number of sheep now being reared. And so in this edition we are featuring some sheeprelated articles.
Housing Development. Some of us managed to get to the meeting at the village hall
where there was an opportunity to look at plans for a possible new development off
Cote Road. We have included an article which outlines some of the key issues that have
been raised by this proposed development.
Letters. We are always keen to publishe letters that are concerned with parish matters.
Whether it's a question, a suggestion, a thank you or a moan why not drop us an email.
Remember Voices goes to all 600 homes in the parish.

Andy and George
farmers and Andy is following in their
footsteps. Unable to provide lambs, he
proudly shows off the next possible
sheep farmer – baby George.
Andy is in for some sleepless nights
lambing in March; George has provided
him with some practical experience!

Editors
Andrew Long and Richard Haines

Lizzie Wood

Hebridean sheep
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Sheep
Don’t run away with the notion that keeping sheep is easy. Whether commercially or as
a sideline or hobby it is not to be undertaken by the fainthearted. This applies
particularly to Hebridean sheep (sometimes known as St.Kilda sheep). A flock of these
sheep may be found on Chimney Meadows where the unenviable weekly task of
counting them often falls to Lizzie Wood.
Observing a flock of sheep grazing peacefully in a field may fit the rural image but
don’t be deceived. Beneath that calm facade Machiavellian plots run deep. In every
flock there will be an Escape Committee checking the fences, gates and hedges looking
for a weak spot to push through or a clear spot to jump over. Hebridean sheep can clear

four foot fences from a standing start. One bonfire night we once lost an entire flock
when an errant car parker left a gate ajar. Believe me looking for small, black,
uncooperative sheep in the pitch dark (no street lights in our village) on bonfire night is
a challenge too far.
I wonder how Lizzie manages to stay awake counting all the Chimney Meadows
sheep?
In addition to our St. Kilda’s we also kept Jacob sheep. Jacob Sheep have horns – even
the ewes. Despite their somewhat threatening appearance horns are very useful
handlebars when needed and are rarely used as offensive weapons. However they can
result in heads getting stuck in buckets and wire mesh fences. One particularly

Sheep – Conservation
not Commercial
Counting the sheep at
Chimney
Two or three times a month I am
tasked with stock-checking the cattle
and sheep at Chimney Meadows for
the conservation group BBOWT.
Tying in with Brenda’s article, the
Hebridean sheep can look quite
frightening to children and walkers,
but they are quite astute and on the
watch for any extra food or escape
avenues. Their role in conservation
works like a hoover as they are good
at cleaning up a field; munch through
thorns and thistles and most greenery
that they come across. Their small
feet won’t tear up the turf and they
fertilise the land as they go!
Following on flower meadows grow
well, servicing the butterflies and
bees, before being cut for hay – a
very useful animal.
I can see why they are recommended
as a sedative at night time, because
as they move about, I spend ages
counting and recounting and
zzzzzzzz
Lizzie Wood

enterprising ram of ours decided to visit the
SEB compound next door at lunchtime one
day in the hope of being offered a spare
sandwich. One look at the magnificent
spread of horns caused panic among the
workmen. In response to a request to “come
immediately and get goat out of our yard” I
found the workmen all safely ensconced in
the cabs of their trucks and the ram looking
perplexed and disappointed with not a
sandwich in sight. Grabbing one if his horns
as a handlebar I steered him gently home
giving him a handful of sheep nuts as a
consolation prize.
Don’t ever let anyone convince you sheep
are silly. They are usually one step ahead
of you!

Brenda Smith

Brenda with her sheep and other livestock
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WI News
For everyone else the Christmas season’s celebrations
maybe over but not for us as we still had our meal to look
forward to in January.
Again we chose the Plough at Alvescot as they had treated us so well two months
before and we knew from selecting our courses earlier we were going to be pleased. It
never disappointed as it was all delicious.
So on a damp cold evening we made our way in convoy and were greeted warmly when
we arrived. It was a good turnout of our members but unfortunately not all could come
due to Covid worries.
As this was a belated Christmas get together there were crackers on the table which
were duly pulled to find the usual paper hat, silly novelty and sad joke.
Once we had all managed to do justice to the meal it was time to set off home. The
consensus was that it was a lovely evening.
For February it was a chance to have an outside speaker and this time we were lucky to
have Karen Howes. She came with all the bits and pieces for us to make our own
greeting cards. It was such fun folding, sticking and decorating the cards. Some of us
who were not craft minded got in to a pickle with the double sided tape by sticking
itself to the wrong bits. There was a lot of chatter and giggling around the room. It was
a lovely evening and we will no doubt ask her back again.
Our next get together in March will be our annual meeting but we also have Andrew
Prosser giving us a talk about the green and eco issues locally. As this is quite topical at
the moment maybe you could be interested?
Going forward we are currently selecting our speakers for the next few months so there
maybe something you would enjoy so think about giving us a try.
We meet in the village hall 7.30 on second Wednesday of the month.
Lesley Brown

Chillax
The Chillax youth group usually meets on the 2nd
Friday of each month in the Fellowship Centre, 7.30pm
to 9pm. After the turmoil of the last few years it's been great to welcome back some
Year 10s and Year 11s, and since Christmas, some new Year 7s and Year 8s. Year 9
you are still welcome!
The group has enjoyed a mix of table based games, craft and computer games, as well
as moments to think and reflect and just "chillax". In March and May we will be
learning a bit about The Twin Town Challenge: Twin Town Challenge 2020 | Charity
banger car rally for SpecialEffect
On 8th April the rescheduled Monster Turkey event (Monster Bunny?) should be
taking place. Further information will be available shortly but do contact us if you
want to find out more
Dates for the next few months will be: Friday 11th March; Friday 8th April (Monster
Turkey); Friday May 13th; Friday 10th June
Kathy and Steve Neal
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Going with the Flow

Advertising in this
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One afternoon in February this articulated lorry got stuck in The Square. Its offside
wheels were off the road and on the grass surrounding the war memorial. The large
stones on the grass prevented the lorry from moving forward and cars and vans in a
queue behind the lorry prevented it from reversing. There was a lot of tooting as you
can imagine. Eventually the lorry was freed.
Traffic in The Square can be a problem, but there appears to be no easy solution. It
might be possible to have a one way system and no-parking areas. But to be effective
such solutions need signage.
One pleasing feature of our village is that it has a recognisable centre, unlike Standlake,
Ducklington and Clanfield. Increased signage in The Square would detract from the
open and attractive nature of the heart of the village.

Hallsfor
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and
well
being
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well
being
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Bampton, our nearest neighbour, has a centre but it also has quite an array of signs
which are not very attractive. Hopefully Aston can retain its centre without too much
disfiguring signage.
Andrew Long
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Day
&
Nightcare
Catrin Russ MusicAssistance
Services
Jequier
Newitt insurance
Day & Nightcare
Assistance
Nick Nurden
– Motor
Repairs
Robin
Thornton
MathsBody
Tutoring
Paul
Lock
Photography
Jequier Newitt insurance
Peter Nurden
Smith funeral
directors
Nick
– Motor
Body Repairs
Paul
Lock
Photography
Vicky's
After
School Club
Peter
Smith
Firewood
forfuneral
sale directors
Vicky's After School Club
Firewood
for sale
Village organizations
Aston & Cote Badminton
Village
organizations
Aston
& Cote
Pre-School
Aston & Cote Badminton
Aston
& Cote Pre-School
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Recipe
Appelgebak (Apple pie)
We found this recipe in my mother’s old
handwritten recipe book with a notation
saying ‘German 1944’. She was Dutch so
maybe picked it up whilst under occupation.
I remember eating this as a child and indeed
we still have it today.
It is delicious hot or cold, on its own or with
custard or ice-cream.
Aston-based photographer.
Available for weddings, portraits,
events and commercial work.
Please contact me for a free, no obligation
consultation.
Tel: 01993 851217
Email: pjlphoto@yahoo.com
Web: www.pjlphoto.co.uk

Ingredients
1 large or two small apples
1 egg
4 oz self-raising flour
4 oz butter or margarine
4 oz sugar
Method
Cut apples into small pieces and leave for 15 minutes in the sugar
Mix butter and flour until even
Mix everything together and bake
Gas 5 (1900C) for about 30-35 minutes
(test with skewer)
Courtesy Annie Haines (Van de Reijt)

Getting Connected
Computing for Grandmas
I was asked recently whether I would write some columns on “Computing for
Grandmas”. Clearly she, for she is a grandma, was wanting help in accessing the
benefits that computing could bring. It’s not only a problem for grandmas: I thought
that grandpas and those without grandchildren could also be interested. However, the
title is so much more catchy than something like “Computing for the unsure”.
When people want help in computing these days, what they really are asking for is help
accessing the internet. The internet is a network of computers across the world that
allow people to access screens of information called “web pages”. Indeed, when Tim
Berners-Lee and Robert Cailliau invented it in 1989, it quickly became called the
“World Wide Web”.
To access the internet you need either a smart phone, a tablet (for example an iPad), a
laptop or a desktop computer. You also need a connection to the internet itself.
Normally for phones this is provided as part of your package, but please be aware that
most mobile phone plans have a monthly allowance after which you pay extra. When at
home, you will probably access the internet over a local wireless network called
“WiFi”. This is just a means to connect your device to the outside world.
To call up the information use the program installed on your device called a “Web
browser”. The most common are “Edge” (Microsoft), “Safari” (Apple), and “Chrome”
(Google). To access the web page, you type in the confusing looking address (often
starting “www” short for “World Wide Web”) into the space at the top. For example,
an online copy of the Voices can be found on the Parish Council site at
https://www.astonoxon-pc.gov.uk and click or tap on the download Voices link.
Next time we hope to look at searching.
Tom England
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Aston and Cote Day Centre
I am very happy to announce that the Day Centre is
going to re-open on Wednesday, 16th, March from 10
till 3 p.m.
The team of fantastic volunteers and myself are all getting ready to open our doors and
invite our members back. Anyone that would like to come for the first time to see
what we are all about are most welcome. I would ask that anyone who has not already
joined us, but would like to come along, please contact us first for more details as we
have various temporary covid precautions in place so as to minimise the risks to the
members and indeed to all of us volunteers as well, which we will need to explain.
(contact details are below).
I have been very busy putting together the entertainment for the next three months,
and the programme is quite varied so there should be something for everyone. The
members will know who I mean when I say that the young lady singer with the
beautiful voice who also demonstrated to us her Morris dancing skills has said that she
simply can’t wait to come back and see us all.
Personally, I would like to say a very big thank you to the fantastic team of volunteer
cooks, and helpers, who every Wednesday since we have been closed have helped
with the Wednesday Lunch deliveries to virtually all of the members, along with the
little extras like bunches of flowers, biscuits and tinned custard, and fruit and such
like.
It was great that during the Christmas week we were able to deliver from the day
centre the presents and cards to the members too, with a little help from Kates’s
children our little Elves helpers along with some Christmas carol singing. Hopefully it
helped to raise a few smiles in what at the time was a very worrying week for
everyone.
The Newsletter was a great success too, and thank you to the individual members who
took the time to write a small piece for it and to letting us show some of their photos
too.
I have had quite a few new enquiries and if anyone knows of someone that they feel
might benefit from the centre please do contact me to discuss further.
Founder: Karen on 01993851506. Mobile: 07887974468. E-mail:
target.meuk@gmail.com
Secretary: Kate on 07492065602. E- mail: kateheeley@yahoo.com
We also have a very informative Website and Facebook page, and I can appreciate
that possibly this might not be easily accessed for the majority but maybe a family
member might like to access it for more information. The links are below.
Website: https://www.astonandcotedaycentre.co.uk/
Facebook page: Aston & Cote Day Centre.
I am very much looking forward to seeing everyone again, very soon. Stay safe.
Karen Stay
Founder, Aston & Cote Day Centre.
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The 1921 Census
Find parents, grandparents or great grandparents for free
The release of the 1921 census for
public access on 6th January was
welcome but there is a charge to view
the records. However, they can be
viewed at The National Archives,
Kew, or at two other locations
without charge.

What can be found without paying? I
found and listed all the inhabitants of
Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney,
as recorded on 19th June 1921,
including specific occupants of Aston
Charles, Arthur, Norman
Training School, The Vicarage, Aston
John
and Gertrude Bowley
House and a few other buildings. The
details I did not find without spending
up to £3.50 per household included people’s occupations and the names of
their employers.

How can you do it? Start by registering on the FindMyPast website. This costs
nothing and does not commit you to anything. You can then make your first
search for a parent or grandparent who you know was alive in 1921. I have a
subscription so the charge will be £3.15 per household.

I looked for my grandfather, John Henry Bowley, who I knew lived in
Sunningwell Road in Oxford. I found one result:
First
Last
Birth
name name year.
John Bowley 1880
Henry

Birth place

Parish

Kempsford,
St.
Glos.
Aldates

Reg.
Dist.
Oxford

County
Oxfordshire

He was born in 1880 in Kempsford, and St Aldates is the parish that included
Sunningwell Road. Immediately to the right of ‘Oxfordshire’ on the screen are
two symbols which give more information simply by letting the curser hover
over the left hand one. In this way I read ‘John Henry, Gertrude Alice, Charles
Henry & 2 others are on this record’. They were my grandfather, grandmother
and Uncle Charles, but how to name the ‘2 others’?

I selected ‘Advanced Options’ and filled just two fields: ‘Last name’; Bowley
and ‘Parish’; St Aldates, then pressed ‘Search’. There were seven results. Now,
by hovering over the left-hand symbol in each I discovered two Bowley
households. In one was Eunice Matilda (great grandmother) and Edward
Herbert (great uncle Ted). In the other were the two missing names from
earlier; Arthur Stanley (my father) and Norman Kenneth (Uncle Norman).

Having found all that, did I want to see the actual document(s)? The
transcription is usually not worth bothering with. I went for the original for
£3.50 (£3.15 with a subscription), hence the tiny red tick.

Martin Bowley
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Aston Community Shop
Going from strength to strength
Although the shop has been a bit quieter since Christmas (as people return to a
very welcome normality after the various restrictions and lockdowns), it’s great
to see so many people regularly visiting the shop - whether it’s to buy a few
daily essentials, or a basketful from our wide selection.
Do let us know if there are any specific products and brands you would like us
to consider stocking; we will do our best to add these to our range.
Over the past couple of months we have added a few new items and stockists:
- Beautiful flowers from Le Jardin, a local florist run by Sam and Khall who
have recently moved to Aston.
- Sam is also serving takeaway coffee on Tuesdays & Thursdays, available from
9am-2pm at £2 per cup
- A new range of fresh sandwiches and baguettes from Sandwich Express
- Delicious cakes from Kate’s Cakery
- A small selection of Easter eggs
- A new fresh bread supplier, Halls Bakery
We have also recently restocked our bird food range from Ark Wildlife which is
proving very popular with both customers and the local birds!
Our range of greetings cards is soon going to be extended to include large cards
and wrap for special occasions and birthdays, hopefully they will be available in
time for Mother’s Day and Easter.
Of course we continue to stock our customers’ favourites from various local
suppliers: fresh fruit and vegetables, Mayfield free range eggs, meats and the
very popular sausage rolls from Patrick Strainge, and ales from Little Ox Brew.
Can you spare some time to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
If so, we would love to hear from you!
No previous experience is necessary, and full training will be provided.
We are particularly short of volunteers to cover 9 to 12 on Sundays, so if you are
available to offer even one session a month we would be very pleased to
welcome you to the team.
Sally Lee
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Zooming to
Work?
The Covid restrictions have
finally, in the main, been lifted at least in
England. However, the employment
landscape is very different compared to a
couple of years ago. A recent survey of
managers by the Chartered Institute of
Management found that 84% of firms have
adopted a hybrid working arrangement where
employees work some of the time from home
and some of the time in the office. They also
found that senior leaders are actively
encouraging employees to return to the
workspace.
This massive change in the working world has
been made possible by a significant
technological advance. When I started in my
current job 15 years ago, conference calls
were just that: calls made from a meeting
room over a loudspeaker. Video conferencing
was rare and expensive, generally costing
many thousands of pounds and requiring
dedicated phone lines and specialist cameras
and monitors.
One company has been uniquely placed:
Zoom, generally unheard of two years ago,
has ridden the pandemic wave to achieve a
success and popularity that no-one dreamed
of. Most of us are now familiar with the
gallery of faces on a group video chat that
was a lifeline during the lockdown. In a
corporate environment, Microsoft Teams
seems to be the preferred choice. Conference
calls are now a thing of the past and the desk
phone is quickly becoming obsolete as calls
though the computer are now common place.
I realised the other day as I was talking with a
team from a client that we were all located in
different continents: the US, the UK, central
Europe and India. This would have been
unheard of only a few years ago.
So, what of the future? It seems inevitable
that hybrid working is here to stay. Indeed,
some companies, including mine, have closed
some offices and converted staff to remote
workers. It remains to be seen whether this is
a move for the better. While the hybrid model
gives employees more flexibility, there are
some drawbacks. Creativity and collaboration
can be enhanced by face-to-face contact and
there are dangers of isolation when people are
based at home. One thing we can be certain
of: Covid has shaken up working practices in
a way that most of us did not expect.
Tom England
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Upcoming Events at
Aston and Cote Village
Hall

9th April 22: Folk Night:
Feat. Three Pressed Men, Brock &
Vixen, and Craig McLearie
Folk Night returns on 9th April. Doors
and bar open at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm
start. Tickets are £10 (cash, cheque or
bank transfer), available in advance
from Sylvia Brown (12 Cote Road,
01993 850553, or
sylviamilk@icloud.com) or Aston
Repair Depot. Some may also be
available on the door.
1st April 22: Easter Bingo
Following on from the extremely
successful Christmas Bingo, we’ll be
holding your favourite Easter Bingo on
Friday 1st April. Doors open at 7:00pm
for a 7:30pm start. Children are
welcome. Just turn up.
3rd June 22: Jubilee Bingo
Get the Jubilee weekend started, with
Jubilee Bingo at the village hall. Doors
open at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start on
Friday 3rd June. Children are welcome.
We hope to see you there!
Proceeds from all events goes towards
the upkeep of Aston and Cote Village
Hall.
In other news
Please note that we have a booking for
the caravan club to use the recreation
grounds from 29th April to 3rd May.
Could we once again ask those who
took glassware from the village hall
without permission to return this
promptly. We are a charity and will
need to foot the bill to replace these
items if they are not returned. As a
result, security at the village hall is
being increased.
Paul Farrow on behalf of Aston & Cote
Community Trust
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Parish Council Elections
A Parish Council
Local councils are the first tier of governance and are the first point of contact for
anyone concerned with a community issue. They are democratically elected local
authorities and exist in England, Wales and Scotland. The term 'local council' is
synonymous with 'parish council', 'town council' and 'community council'.
They represent the concerns of residents and providing services to meet local needs.
They also have the power to raise money through council tax.
Becoming a Parish Councillor
“By becoming a parish councillor, you become someone your community will look to
for help, guidance and support. A community leader with the power to influence
decisions for the benefit of the people you serve. Seeing your community change for
the better, because of decisions you have helped to make, is something that can give
you a sense of achievement and pride.”
Our Parish Council election is on Thursday 5 May. There are seven councillors to be
elected, why not stand?
How to stand as a Parish Councillor
Firstly, you must be qualified to stand. This means you must be at least 18 and a
British subject or a citizen of the Commonwealth.
You must satisfy at least one of the following:
• be a local government elector for the parish of Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney;
• have, during the whole of the previous 12 months, occupied land or other property in
the parish, either as owner or tenant;
• have, during the whole of the previous 12 months, had your principal or only place
of work in the parish;
• have resided in the parish during the whole of the previous 12 months.
Becoming nominated
Nomination papers and guidance notes will be available from West Oxfordshire
District Council.
The detailed conditions for being an applicant can be obtained from the District
Council website http://www.westoxon.gov.uk and follow the links.
Completed nomination papers MUST be hand delivered to the Returning Officer
at the Elections Office, Council Offices, Woodgreen, Witney, Oxon, OX28 1NB
by, no later than, 4pm on Tuesday 4th April 2022.
Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council
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Parish Council News
Cote Road Housing Developments: The beginning of
the year has seen development issues taking up much of
the Parish Council's time. On the more positive front, it is
good to see the Hawthorns development nearing
completion, albeit somewhat delayed. The final houses are
nearing completion and the unsightly site compound has
begun to be dismantled. We understand that Matthew
Homes aim to handover overall responsibility of the site to
relevant agencies (Highways, Thames Water etc) by the
end of March, at which stage a two year maintenance
phase will commence whereby Matthew Homes will retain
maintenance and repair responsibility.
Meanwhile, the Council was as alarmed and surprised as
everybody else by notification of an intended 40-house
development by Terra Homes behind Marsh Furlong and
Foxwood. This is the same site that was refused planning
permission (confirmed in a subsequent appeal to the
Planning Inspectorate) for a similar development in
2018/19, a decision met with relief by our community. The
Parish Council was implacably opposed then and remains
even more so today after a 20% increase in housing stock
already over the past 18-months. The ensuing, entirely
predictable and dire impacts upon an already overloaded
drainage system, as well as a school that is full, mean that
our village simply cannot sustain another development of
this size. With WODC assuring us that housing targets in
Aston have been met for at least the next 5-6 years and
with the land in question not appearing in the Local Plan,
we are cautiously confident that common sense ought to
prevail, but we will monitor the situation extremely
closely. As for resubmitting old wine in new bottles as an
ostensibly 'affordable housing' development, this is in our
view merely a cynical attempt to circumvent the Local
Plan. The timing of this speculative bid (along with a large
number of others across West Oxfordshire) arises from a
five yearly review of the Local Plan currently underway
by WODC but in which we understand that no changes
affecting the Parish are envisaged. We have been advised
that there will be a public consultation phase in this review
later in the year and will keep residents appraised
accordingly.
North Farm: The Stage 3 public consultation for North
Farm concluded on 18th February with an amazing 20% of
households responding. We are extremely grateful for the
thoughtful and constructive views of all respondents. At
the time of writing however (end of February), it is not
possible to reproduce the results in this edition. An
extraordinary parish council meeting (open as usual to the
public) is scheduled for 7th March to discuss the results
and the Council's commensurate response to OCC on their
proposals for the Site.

Full details of all
results, Parish
Council decisions,
the response to
OCC and the way
ahead (if any) will
be published in the
following days on
the Parish Council
website. A full
update will also be
included in the next
edition of Voices.
Traffic Calming:
After many months
anticipation, we
understand that
proposals from
OCC Highways are now being finalised, so may we crave
residents' patience a little longer.
Local Elections 5th May: The Parish Council is
included within the UK local elections on 5th May this
year. The usual 7 seats will be contested, unless only 7 or
fewer candidates stand, it which case the election will be
uncontested, as has been the case for many years - but in
any healthy democratic system, this ought to change. It
would be great to see as wide and diverse a range of
candidates as possible putting themselves forward to
serve our community and an article explaining the
process is enclosed elsewhere in this edition.
Additionally, have a chat with any of the existing
councillors for an insight into life as a parish councillor.
So, why not give it a go?
Annual Parish Meeting 25th April: After the Coviddelayed 2021 Annual Parish Meeting held last November,
we are now back on our normal timetable for 2022.
Consequently, the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting will take
place in the Village Hall on 25th April, commencing at
7.30pm. All parish residents are invited to attend.
And Finally ....... The Parish Council is considering
whether to adopt a suitable logo for official
correspondence, the Council website and so on. Any
suggested designs are more than welcome. As ever, if you
have any questions or comments for your Parish Council
and you are unable to raise it directly with a councillor,
please forward them to the Parish Clerk by email on
clerk@astonoxon-pc.gov.uk or by post c/o 16 Foxwood,
Aston, Oxfordshire, OX18 2DZ. The Parish Council
website is also a useful source of information at
https://www.astonoxon-pc.gov.uk
Russell La Forte, Chairman Asto Cote, Shifford and
Chimney Parish Council
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News from Aston and Cote CE
Primary School
On Friday 21st January, we were delighted to welcome our
local MP, Robert Courts, to school. After a tour of the
school, he led an assembly which was a huge hit with the
children and staff in Key Stage 2. The children assumed the
roles of MPs and Lords and we even had our very own
Queen. We were extremely impressed at the considered
points that the children made during a debate about whether our school should teach
sport all day, every day and were delighted that they ultimately decided that a balance
of other subjects and sport would be preferable. What a fantastic way to teach the
children about how democracy works!
We were delighted to welcome Richard from The Sea Cadets to Westerleigh Class for
a STEM Engineering Workshop. We spent the afternoon completing a variety of
practical activities which helped to develop our engineering skills and taught us about
buoyancy and displacement.
We worked in groups to design and build a ship which was stable in water as well as
able to carry as much cargo as possible. As you can imagine, some were more
successful than others, but everyone had a great time experimenting!
Congratulations to Beth, Isla and Izzy who designed the winning boat which managed
to hold a magnificent 177 marbles.
In February the Year 6s had an ‘IMPS’ workshop. Normally held at Witney Minor
Injuries Unit, this year we were delighted to welcome the instructors to our school
hall. The morning was spent learning about what to do in an emergency including
putting someone into the recovery position.
Our Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to improve their cycling skills by taking part in
Bikeability which was organized by volunteers from the Windrush Bike Project – you
may have seen them out and about in Aston, as they practiced their left- and righthand turns.
Keeping safe when using the internet is a very important skill for all young people to
learn. This was addressed on Safer Internet Day, the theme of which was ‘All fun and
games? Exploring respect and relationships online’. From gaming and chat, to
streaming and video, young people are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces
they are a part of. Safer Internet Day 2022 celebrated young people’s role in creating a
safer internet, whether that is whilst gaming and creating content, or interacting with
their friends and peers.
‘Growing Together’ was the theme for Children’s Mental Health Week. The children
had the opportunity to consider how they have grown emotionally as well as how they
can help others to grow. They thought about how challenges and setbacks can help us
to grow and adapt.
Fiona Taylor – Head teacher

Where in the Village?
Where in the Village would you find this recently replaced seat complete with the
original commemorative plaque - ‘The Queen’s Golden Jubilee 2002’?
Answer on page 23.
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Sports News from Aston
and Cote CE Primary
School
Earlier in the term we sent a team to the
Witney schools hockey tournament.
Hockey has been very popular with the
children, so they were eager to take part.
We had eight games back-to-back so we
needed to make sure we were focused for
all the games. Throughout the
tournament we were the dominant team
in every match, putting lots of pressure
on the opposition defences.
Izzy was a goal machine up front, with
Euan, James, Oscar, and Charlie all
helping us score and assist from
midfield. Beth, Isla, and Poppy made up
a firm defence that only conceded three
goals throughout the tournament. When
goals did go against us the children
showed great determination to continue
and score themselves.
In total we won four games and drew
four games leaving us undefeated and
finishing an amazing second place
overall. The children were thrilled with
the result and voted Izzy as our player of
the tournament.
We are also immensely proud of our
indoor athletics team which
demonstrated great effort and
sportsmanship, achieving second place
overall. This means that they will now
progress to the next round in March.
Sam Hook

Aston History
Group
Our annual supper and
social evening at the end
of January was attended by
many members, several of
whom prepared casseroles
and desserts. After a
relaxing meal everyone attempted the
picture quiz which was based on a range
of local landmarks.
On February 24th Julian Sayers from
Aston gave an interesting talk about
‘The Guilds’.
On March 31st Katherine Bradley will
be giving a presentation on "The Impact
of the First World War on Women’s
Lives"
The April meeting will be our AGM,
28th April, when we will be looking at
the memoirs of Archie Johnson. Archie
was born in Aston in 1906 and had a
very interesting life. His memoirs were
passed to us by a family member. We
have now typed these up with a possible
view to publication!
Martin Bowley

The hockey tournament team
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1st Aston Brownies
Here at 1st Aston Brownie Unit, we would like to say a very
big welcome back for the second time round, after having our
meetings on Zoom for a staggering 24-month period!
Well done girls for persevering and to all our parents for managing to keep in touch
over this difficult time and for getting your children on Zoom meetings to join us. This
is so much appreciated by all of us at 1st Aston Brownies unit. We would also like to
say a big hello and welcome to all our new girls who have joined at a very special time.
We have a lot to celebrate this coming term, and we plan to celebrate in style, making
up for all the time we’ve not been face-to-face. Our meetings are now focusing on the
lead up to Easter and how we traditionally celebrate the Easter period. We will be
looking at fairtrade products focusing on cocoa beans and where our chocolate actually
comes from and the journey it has before we eat it! Who knew chocolate was so
complex? We will be cooking, as well as creating lots of art and crafts, in preparation
for our next big celebration, the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, where we are holding our
very own special celebration. We are going to join up with the Aston and Cote Day
Centre in our celebrations so we can unite two generations together. We will be
practising lots of songs and dances as well as playing traditional games, so we are
going to be very busy brownies. As we resume face-to-face meetings, please be aware
our Covid safeguarding policies will remain in place, to protect volunteers, brownies,
and everyone around us. Please don’t hesitate to contact me (Kate) should you wish to
obtain a second-hand uniform as I have some ready. We will be distributing our
newsletter, term programme and subs information to you before we commence face-toface. We can also accept new brownies within our unit, so please don’t be shy in
expressing an interest, get in touch with the unit leader Karen on 07887974468 or
karenthegardener123@gmail.com
We are so excited to see you all on Monday 7th March 2022 at 6pm. at the Fellowship
Centre, Cote Rd, Aston.
Take care from myself Kate, Karen, and Pat at 1st Aston Brownie Unit.
Karen Stay

Alphabet Quiz
A simple twenty question quiz, but all the answers begin
with the letter E.
1. Which British Pop duo consisted of Annie Lennox
and Dave Stewart?
2. What is the name of this flower which was featured
in a song from "The Sound of Music"?
3. Which cathedral is this?
4. Which is the largest penguin?
5. In the T.V. series what is Blackadder's first name?
6. What do the initials E.S.P. stand for?
7. The Big Easy was the nickname of which golfer?
8. What is Latin for "I"?
9. The Galapagos Islands are part of which country?
10. What is the name of King Arthur's legendary sword?
11. The Richter Scale measures the intensity of what?
12. In which city did the Wizard of Oz live?
13 Which gypsy girl takes pity on Quasimodo in "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame"?
14. The Toffee Men is the nickname of which football team?
15. Which rock band shares its name with a joint in the human body?
16. Which Oxfordshire village is famous for its watercress beds?
17. Pierre Omidyar founded which website in 1995?
18. What is the name of a triangle with three equal sides?
19. Which village lies eight miles North East of Aston?
20. In which soap opera do the Dingles appear?
Answers on page 23
Compiled by Andrew Long
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Crash – new wall required!

Jamie and the rebuilt wall
In the later part of last year, at 6.10 am one morning, a resident of North Street
was woken up by a car driver who had unfortunately driven into and through
her roadside wall. She checked that he and his passenger were not injured and
she viewed the totally wrecked car and the demolished Cotswold stone wall
that complements the front of her pretty cottage.
Another job for the professional wall builders, and Jamie Flaxman, from
Charlbury was contracted to carry out the specialist work. His brief was not to
build a neat even wall, but to make it in a higgledy-piggledy style.
Jamie, 31 years old has his own business specialising in dry-stone walling and
landscape gardening. He has been working in this craft for 15 years. He has
been working on his own for seven years and was motivated by wanting to
work outdoors.
I asked Jamie what the main reason was for walls falling down and ivy was his
reply. I also asked him what qualities / qualifications are required for a
professional stone waller – “Vision and confidence” was his reply.
Cotswold stone walls certainly give the area that unique look, loved by the
tourists and residents too.
Some of our readers may be familiar with celebrity stone waller (from Jeremy
Clarkson’s Amazon Prime series on farming) “Gerald” (Cooper) from
Chadlington, Oxfordshire. Nobody can understand what he says – he has a
dialect all of his own. Gerald can often be seen shopping in Witney.
Lizzie Wood
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Aston FC

Aston first team (in red) playing RAF Brize Norton Social.
Aston lost 3-0, Div 2.
(Photo courtesy of Simon Emm)
It may have been storm Eunice making headlines but our first team have been
causing a storm on the football pitch since the start of the year with just the one
defeat in the league. As a result, we now find ourselves in second place in
Division 2 with an outside chance of challenging for a promotion spot,
although the other teams around us do have games in hand. Big score lines
against Cassington Rangers (5-1) and Spartan Rangers (6-0) will bring
confidence to the side as they look for a strong finish to league proceedings.
Away from the league the first team have battled well in the John Fathers
Junior Shield and have a semi-final date on 12th March against Bicester
Athletic. For only the second time in the clubs history have they made it this
far. The game is due to kick off at 6pm at Oxford City’s Velocity stadium,
tickets are on sale now for this so please do come out and show your support as
the lads look to book a place in the final.
Our reserve side have had a very strong start to the year by winning 50% of the
games they have played. Granted, they have only played two due to other teams
having games in hand and the weather letting us down, but a solid 5-3 win over
Sherborne Harriers can’t go unnoticed as the boys look to sneak into the top
half of Division 4. The final five fixtures remaining sees us going toe to toe
with the top three but confidence is high and with the magic of football, who
knows what can happen?
The Reserve side managed to make it into the Quarter finals of the Jack Busby
Memorial but couldn’t overcome Division 4 rivals Kingham All Blacks.
Jack Goodchild
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Garden Ramblings
‘A Host of Golden Daffodils’

I think we all have a special place in our hearts for daffodils which you should
be enjoying now. These bold, sometimes brash flowers bring joy whether in the
hedge rows, gardens or a vase on the table and, if you are my age, a change to
reminisce on Wordsworth’s poem that we can still recite from school days.
For many of us the daffodil represents the coming of spring, the birth flower for
March and of course the National flower of Wales which is well represented on
March 1st, St David’s day.

There are over 13,000 different varieties of daffodils or Narcissus which is their
official name. The word narim is
derived from the Greek word
narke meaning numbnessperhaps having been named
because of the intoxicating smell
of some varieties. We seem to
mainly use a few well known
varieties but when you are
planning and buying bulbs for
autumn planting look out for
some interesting varieties. Their
names give us a tantalizing taste
of delights to come – Cheerfulness, Hungarian Rhapsody, Rainbow Butterflies
or how about Cornish Chuckles to brighten up spring 2023!

If you have enjoyed the daffodils in your garden this year remember to leave
the green leaves for 6-8 weeks to die down. This allows nutrients to nourish the
bulb and ensure a good display next year.
‘And then my heart with pleasure fills
And dances with the daffodils.’

N.M.D.
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Eating Out
The Fleece, Witney

The Fleece
We usually have pre-Christmas family lunch in some interesting restaurant in a pretty
Cotswold village, but decided on dinner and staying local this (last) year, so booked
The Fleece. On arrival there were not too many people, which pleased my COVIDphobic wife, but there was a nice buzz, although as the evening progressed, we were
surprised at how quickly it filled up for a Wednesday, but nice to see life in the
hospitality sector.
We all chose from the two or three-course Christmas menu; three having baked
camembert, truffle honey, walnut crust and sourdough which they said was good, and
me deciding to go retro with the king prawn cocktail (much to my daughters’ surprise).
Although perfectly nice, it wasn’t as standout as the smoked salmon and crayfish
cocktail I had last week in Wroughton, and also didn’t have the usual brown bread and
butter that normally accompanies this starter, nor a little spoon that would have made it
much easier to eat ( I know I should have asked!).
For mains, three had the mushroom, chestnut and spinach pie on squash purée, which
was really more of a pudding, but which they all said was very tasty, although it looked
a little lonely on the plate, so just a bit of veg on the side would have gone down much
better.
My wife chose the pan-fried salmon, leeks, edamame and white beans sauce and
gremolata, which was excellent and cooked beautifully, and I had (for a supplement)
the steak diane - fillet steak medallions, perfectly rare as I requested, which was
excellent and very tender, thick-cut chips, and a creamy mushroom and shallot sauce.
Most of the time, I tend to steer clear of sauces on steak, preferring not to adulterate it
with some tasteless watery sauce, but this was a nice creamy consistency and very
tasty.
For dessert, four had the chocolate truffle cheesecake, black cherry compote and crème
fraîche, which was rich and very smooth, whilst my son-in-law had the Christmas
pudding tart and brandy custard. The ladies rounded off with interesting cocktails on
offer. At £230 for 5 plus our tip, it was not cheap, which I suppose will be the same
almost everywhere now, but all in all, the meal was very good, as was the service. We
tend to forget Witney has about 40 places to eat abut I will definitely be going back to
the Fleece and I think I will start trying other local establishments.
Russ Avis
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Tea at the Ritz
I was fortunate to be treated to a champagne afternoon tea at the Ritz for my 70th
birthday which should have been twelve months ago but better late than never.
On booking on line the only times that were offered were 11.30 or 7.30 so as January
weather can be a bit unpredictable I opted for 11.30.
We arrived at the Ritz and were greeted by the doorman who showed us in and directed
us to the restaurant. We were then shown to our seats and given our menus. Once seated
we were offered a glass of champagne to sip whilst we perused the menu to select which
of the eighteen different teas we each wanted. We all had different ones and I chose
Dragon Pearls which was delicious. It was then sit back sip our champagne and listen to
the pianist who had worked in the past with Frank Sinatra. He played a lovely selection
of melodies and even welcomed requests. The service was amazing because as soon as
you went to refill your teacup a waiter arrived to fill it up again. You could even select
another new pot of tea.
The various sandwiches without crusts and cut in fingers and the cakes were all lovely
and were replaced as soon as you cleared a plate.
Then after we had made a dent in them six fruit and six plain scones with fruit and
cream appeared and if that was not enough we were offered a slice of coffee and walnut
or lemon drizzle gateau.
As our allotted time came to the end we took the opportunity to take some photos and
thank the waiting staff for looking after us so well.
After exiting and as it was too early to go home we made our way to Leicester Square to
a pub for some amazing cocktails.
It was a great day which I thoroughly enjoyed and would definitely recommend either to
treat yourself or someone else it was fabulous.
Lesley Brown

Smiling
Smiling is infectious’
You catch it like the ‘flu;
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too!
I passed around a corner
And someone saw my grin;
When he smiled I realised
I had passed it on to him!
I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth:
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the Earth!
If you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected –
Let’s start an epidemic quick
And get the world infected!!
Anon
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500 Club Winners

Nature Natters
Social Parasites

January 2022 Draw
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40

D. Knight

I just noticed in the diary that we should treat our cat for fleas tomorrow, and it set me

No. 120

30

I. & B. Philips

thinking about parasites. It’s hard to like parasites, though some of them are impressive

No. 138

20

S. Simmonds

in the way that they are totally adapted to their parasitic existence. So for instance, a

No.

38

10

N. Butler

female cuckoo only spends about five seconds on the nest of the meadow pipit it

No. 336

10

parasitises: she lays her egg that quickly.

No.

80

5

W. & C.A.
Harris
A. Childs

No. 165

5

J. Hickin

Plant parasites are less creepy, but again are very impressive. The one that we are most

No.

5

N. Berrows

familiar with is of course ivy. In its early stages ivy isn’t a parasite. When the seed

No.

92

February 2022 Draw

germinates, it roots into the ground like any self-respecting plant. But once it’s
established it finds something vertical, a tree or a wall, and grows up it. As it climbs it

No. 128

40

J. Keyte

No. 415

30

C. & M. Fryer

No. 164
No. 287
No. 16
No. 127

20
10
10
5

No.

5

L. Wetherald
G. Ball
C. Burnett
A. & H.
Barnett
A. & C.
Chalky
P. Farrow

No.

4
93

5

Want to have the chance to be a
500 club winner? Please contact
us on 500ClubAston@gmail.com
or the Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/AstonCote/

pushes roots into the tree bark to hang on. If you have ever tried getting the ivy off a
tree, you will have great respect for those roots and the way that the ivy presses itself to
the tree. Even at this stage it isn’t really a parasite because it isn’t taking anything from
the tree. It only harms the tree once it reaches the canopy when it steals the sunlight.
And then it can easily kill its host.

But here’s the twist. There is a plant that is a parasite of ivy. Broomrape isn’t
common, but I have found it round here. It is entirely parasitic and doesn’t produce
any chlorophyl, so it relies on attaching its roots to the roots of an ivy plant: ivy is its
most common host. It only appears above ground to produce rather attractive purplish
flowers on yellowish spikes. So here is the parasite parasitised.

James Gray

Broomrape
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Diary

Church Services

The diary details were correct at the time of going to
press. Please contact individual organizations for more
details

St. James, Aston

March
Monday 21st
Allotment Meeting
Thursday 31st
History Group
"The Impact of the First World War on Women’s
Lives"
Katherine Bradley
7.30 Fellowship Centre

April
Friday 1st April
Easter Bingo
Village Hall
7 for 7.30 start
Thursday 7th
Parish Council
7.30 Village Hall
Friday 9th
Folk Night
Village Hall
Three Pressed Men
Brock & Vixen, and Craig McLearie
7 for 7.30 start
Wednesday 13th
W.I.
7.30 Village Hall
Monday 25th
Annual Parish Meeting
7.30 Village Hall
Thursday 28th
History Group
AGM
Memories of Archie Johnson
7.30 Fellowship Centre

May

Service pattern
First Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston, Holy Communion
Second Sunday
9.15am St Mary’s, Shifford, Holy Communion
9.30am St James, Aston Family Service
Third Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston Holy Communion
6.00pm St Mary’s, Shifford Evensong**
Fourth Sunday
9.30am St James, Aston Family Service
**April to September - The Evensongs at St Mary’s,
Shifford restart in April 2022. Do also check for notices of any
changes and updates, on the church noticeboard, WhatsApp,
The St James Facebook and other social media. These services
are regularly live streamed via Facebook

Aston and Cote Community Church
at the Fellowship Centre
Each week there are special activities for children, unless it is a
family service, when everyone stays in the main meeting for the
whole time and we aim to make the worship and talk accessible
to all ages.
Date
13 March
20 March

10.00am Worship, talk, & Sunday School
10.00am Worship, talk, & Sunday School

27 March

10.00am Family Service

03 April
10 April
17 April
24 April
01 May
Sunday May 8
2022
15 May

10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am

Worship, talk, & Sunday School
Worship, talk, & Sunday School
EASTER DAY family service
Worship, talk, & Sunday School
Worship, talk, & Sunday School

10.00am

Regional celebration in Witney

10.00am Worship, talk, & Sunday School

Answer to Where in the Village?
On the corner of Southlands and Bull St.

Thursday 5th
District Council Elections
Village Hall
Wednesday 11th
W.I.
7.30 Village Hall
Thursday 19th
Parish Council
7.30 Village Hall

Answers to the Alphabet Quiz
1. Eurythmics 2 Edelweiss. 3. Ely. 4. Emperor. 5. Edmund. 6.
Extrasensory perception. 7. Ernie Els. 8. Ego. 9. Ecuador. 10.
Excalibur 11. Earth quakes. 12. The Emerald City. 13.
Esmeralda. 14. Everton. 15. Elbow. 16. Ewelme 17. eBay 18.
Equilateral.19. Eynsham. 20. Emmerdale.
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Platinum Jubilee 2022
The newly formed Jubilee Committee have plenty of fun activities
planned to help Aston and Cote celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee in June this year.
A ‘Royal’ themed Quiz sheet is available from the shop for £1 a go. Two winners will be selected to be ‘King’ and ‘Queen’ of
Aston and asked to open the fete - along with our ‘Prince’ and ‘Princess’.
An Easter Trail combined with a Garage/Driveway Sale will be put together for the Bank Holiday weekend. Your entry fee of
£10 will put you on the trail map around the village. A chance for you to spring clean your shed/garage/loft and make a little money
at the same time. Book your place before Friday April 1st.
A Big ’Thank You’ to those of you on Cote Road who have made donations
towards the fabric for bunting. A team of volunteers are busily sewing lengths of
bunting to decorate both sides of Cote Road for the Jubilee holiday. If you would
like to make a contribution or help with the project please let Helen know at 14
Marsh Furlong. There is a commemorative coin available to win, if you guess how
many metres we need to make.
Saturday June 4th will see the Playing Field and Village Hall host a village fete.
There will be stalls and games, races, music, inflatables and a bar. 12.00 - 4pm.
A Family Disco in the evening from 7pm will be tickets only.
Can you donate a Tombola prize? Neighbours will be collecting any offerings
or you can drop off at Number 1 Bowsher Way.
A ‘Bake Off’ and Craft Display for all ages will be judged as part of the fete. Categories will include decorated cakes and biscuits
and ‘Make a crown fit for a Royal’
We hope villagers will want to decorate their homes and front gardens to add to the atmosphere. Prizes for “Best Dressed House’
and ‘Best Decorated Street’.
All details and entry forms will be on the facebook page: ‘Aston and Cote Village Bash’. This includes information on how to
support the event through ‘Easy Fundraising’ when you shop through thousands of outlets.
Finalised details will be published in the next edition of ‘Voices’, so watch this space and we can all look forward to a fun filled fete
for all the family.
Emma Hunter
Village Fete Chair and Committee
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