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Shown are three photos and you can see
the latest changes. The Chimney
volunteers have worked on some of the
sites, clearing the ground for the planting
of indigenous trees.

The photo of the path shows the newly
fenced and gravelled path, leading down to
the forded river at Duxford. The right of
way has been in existence for a long time
and was originally purpose-built for
travellers on horseback.

The picture of the field and wood is quite
a dramatic change to the skyline. All trees
have been felled because they are non-
native. It looks quite severe and piles of
wood show the amount of work so far
carried out. Still standing is a row of very
tall trees (not in the photo). These were
planted in the 1930's as a crop to make into
matches. The invention of cigarette
lighters ruined the market and they were
left to grow out of control. They are non-
native and will be felled soon.

The photo of the water over the ford does
not show clearly tomb like rocks
submerged to act as a refuge for fish
swimming upstream and on to the
purpose-built fish slip stream into the
Thames. The rocks enable the fish to rest
awhile before continuing their journey.

Once spring comes the land will recover
and already the site is welcoming more
waterfowl.

Lizzie Wood

Editors Note: Additional information can
be found in the Chimney Meadows
Wetland Restoration Project and Nature
Natters articles in this edition of Voices

Changing Landscapes at the River
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Editors' note:
Don McLachlan submitted this poem for publication. His wife Kathy died in January
2021

Grieving
I see you there beside me, just a photo it is true
As I walk around the house, mostly feeling blue
I also have you in the car, beside me as I drive,
And when I reach my destination, I tell you, "We've arrived."

I can't get used to accepting, you really are not here
And sometimes pour a second glass, for you and me a beer
I set two places for tea at night, then change it back to one
As I realise you won't be back, and life is no more fun.

The children have helped an awful lot and invite me there for tea
And for a while, I try to smile, and only I can see
The returning to an empty house, with no one at the door
I park the car, pour out a dram, and drink just feeling sore.

Perhaps in time, I'll settle down and adjust to this my fate
Of being just one of us, before the pearly gate,
Then I'll meet you once again, the smile I can't ignore
Together now, not separate, and forget what's gone before.

Don McLachlanKathy McLachlan

Dear Editors,

I do hope 2022 brings each and every
one of you joy.  By now each household
will have received the Stage 3
Consultation issued by the Parish
Council to establish your thoughts on the
future of North Farm, North Street.

Whatever your views please respond as
whatever is decided is of great
importance to this area of our village. As
a resident living on North Street my
concern is for safety as I am only too
aware of the stress the existing roadway
is under for vehicle users and pedestrians
with excessive speeding and a narrow
footpath on only one side of the road.

Take care.

Gill Ball

Dear Voices and Parishioners,

We wonder, if like us, you are overwhelmed by the challenge of answering the many
questions on the ‘North Farm Public Consultation (Stage 3)’ document?

What we have gleaned from this is that OCC, who own the site, have to – demonstrate
that development is of exemplary design – and, critically, has the support of, and offers
significant benefits to, the local community. They also have to maximise their profit on
the sale of the land, so what might appear to be a ‘gift’ also comes at a cost.

Do we have sufficiently clear verbal and visual information on which to base responses,
which will have the possibility of long term impact upon the village, for good, or bad?
It is disappointing that the plans of the three current options proposed by OCC, which
were presented to the Parish Council and attendees at the Parish Council meeting on
November 4th 2021, were not included in the document. They give a much more
realistic impression on which to base responses. We would hope that further, clearer
information might be made available, before the deadline for responses of February
18th.

Whilst it is interesting and attractive to consider one of OCC’s options of moving the
Community Shop, having a Community Hub, some car parking, a small amount of
green space and the possibility of a pub on the North Street site – this cannot happen
without also accepting intensive housing development of 23 dwellings. Are the
community elements truly viable within the site?

We would encourage you to walk up the narrow pavement on only one side of North
Street and stop at the proposed vehicular and pedestrian entrance to the site. Then
consider the increase in footfall, trip generation, cars stopping and turning in and out,
not to mention the already heavy and speedy traffic flow past the spot. Will the elderly,
or those with push chairs, really be able to negotiate this journey safely? Might we not
be creating further danger on a road that is already difficult and dangerous to negotiate?

Might there not be alternative benefits to the community, that could be explored before
this project gathers yet more pace and becomes a fact, without our having had the
chance to gain clarity and respond with understanding?

With the interests of the village and parish at heart

Julian and Cathy Smith
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 Building Services
 Abbey Decorators
 Cotswold Kiwi
 Drew Warren
 S.J.  Cooper
 Wayne Austin

 Food and Drink
 Patrick Strainge butchers
 Aston Community Shop

 Garden Services
 Arbocare Tree Surgery
 Hoskins Horticulture
 Lawnscience

 Halls for hire
 Aston Village Hall
 Fellowship Centre

 Health and well being
 Circuit Training
 GP Acupuncture
 Natural Therapy Hut
 Karen Miller massage
 Martin Drew chiropodist
 Reiki Therapy
 Roger Bradley Fitness
 Sandalwoods skin clinic

 Home Care
 AJS Painting & Decorating
 Grimebusters carpet cleaners
 Shaun Guard tv aerials
 Carpet Options

 Pets
 Cloud Ten cat hotel
 OXK9 Dog walking

 Services
 Aston Repair Depot
Catrin Russ Music Services

 Day & Nightcare Assistance
 Robin Thornton Maths Tutoring
 Jequier Newitt insurance
 Nick Nurden – Motor Body Repairs
 Paul Lock Photography
 Peter Smith funeral directors
 Vicky's After School Club
 Firewood for sale

 Village organizations
 Aston & Cote Badminton
 Aston & Cote Pre-School

 Local Authority
 Aston and Cote P.C.

 Advertising in this
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 Halls for hire
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 Fellowship Centre

 Health and well being
 Circuit Training
 GP Acupuncture
 Natural Therapy Hut
 Karen Miller massage
 Martin Drew chiropodist
 Reiki Therapy
 Roger Bradley Fitness
 Sandalwoods skin clinic

 Home Care
 AJS Painting & Decorating
 Grimebusters carpet cleaners
 Carpet Options

 Pets
 Cloud Ten cat hotel
 OXK9 Dog walking

 Services
 Aston Repair Depot
Catrin Russ Music Services

 Day & Nightcare Assistance
 Jequier Newitt insurance
 Nick Nurden – Motor Body Repairs
 Paul Lock Photography
 Peter Smith funeral directors
 Vicky's After School Club
 Firewood for sale

 Village organizations
 Aston & Cote Badminton
 Aston & Cote Pre-School

 Local Authority
 Aston and Cote P.C.
 W.O.D.C. Steve Good & Lysette
  Nicholls

Many thanks from the whole of the Voices’ editorial team for your very generous
contributions to the Voices Donation Appeal which has raised £1,212 towards Voices
printing publication costs. This will enable us to continue to cover the increasing costs
with the growing number of homes in the Parish.
Also, thanks to our printers The Flying Press, Witney for their help and support and to
the Parish Council for their grant.

As always your support is much appreciated and remember if that donation envelope
ended up slipping down the back of the sofa you can still drop it in or make a donation
at the Aston Community Shop in The Square, by card or cash through their till using
the ‘Voices’ button. Or you can simply make a secure donation right now by bank
transfer to Aston Newsletter, Sort code 09-01-51, Account No. 44115506.

Richard Haines – Treasurer

You can still make a donation by card or cash at the Aston Community Shop

Voices Donation Appeal - Thank You

Editorial
Recipe. As we begin a new year we are looking for someone to take on the recipe
column. Our thanks go to Monica Read for the most recent recipes.
Crosswords. In this edition we publish Caroline Gray’s cryptic crossword - difficult
but not impossible. We would like to include an ordinary crossword in Voices, so if
you enjoy doing crosswords why not try setting one - it can't be that difficult can it?
Post Office/Shop. The Friday Post Office opening hours at Aston Community Shop
have changed to 9.30 to 12.30
Photographs and articles appearing in Voices are subject to copyright. Should you wish
to copy anything in the last edition please contact the editors.
Editors, Andrew Long and Richard Haines
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Chimney Meadows Wetland Restoration Project is
Complete!

In December 2019, the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT) secured funding from the RDPE Water Environment Grant for landscape
scale restoration of river and floodplain habitats at Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve.

After two years, this ambitious project is finally complete and all public rights of way
across Chimney Meadows are now open. Thank you for your patience whilst they have
been closed.

Across the UK, many floodplains have been simplified, with water courses straightened
and embanked, land drained and wetland features filled in. This has resulted in the loss
of habitat for wildlife and reductions in services that the natural world provides for free,
such as flood water storage and water quality maintenance.
The project has enabled us to continue to restore river and floodplain habitats and
ecosystem services at Chimney Meadows on 260ha of land to the north of the river and
now deliver a wetland restoration scheme on 45ha of land at Duxford to the south.

Not only will species associated with rivers and floodplains, such as water voles be able
to colonise newly created habitats and thrive at Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve, but
also spread from this core area of good quality habitat to other areas in the Upper
Thames Living Landscape.

In addition, during low flows, fish migration routes around Chimney Meadows and
consequently through the Upper Thames were impeded by in-river barriers, which also
restricted access to potentially good quality spawning grounds.

Because of our actions, course fish (e.g.: dace, chubb, barbel, pike, perch) can now
freely access over 22km of water course from Eynsham to Grafton Lock (fish passes
have already been constructed at Rushey and Radcot Locks). Additionally, they can
access 2.1km of new potential spawning grounds, 620m of existing spawning grounds
and newly placed gravels in Wadley Stream. These works will make fish populations
more sustainable, contributing to a healthy river ecosystem.

Look out in the New Year for our updated webpages, which will have more details of
all that has been achieved! https://www.bbowt.org.uk/chimney-meadows-wetland-
restoration-and-fish-passage-project

Lisa Lane; BBOWT (Upper Thames Living Landscape Manager)

Shifford weir bypass channel in construction
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Quizzing, Caroling …. and not too much Covid.
Autumn in Aston and Cote Community Church

Fun at Chillax

Covid may have done its best to disrupt our lives this past year –
and several members of our church have not escaped its clutches
– but life has gone on and we have continued to meet (albeit
behind masks) to worship, to run our children’s activities and to
continue with most aspects of our shared life. Autumn has also
allowed us to recommence Chillax, which is our monthly youth
club (meeting the second Friday of every month). Chillax has
historically been for those in school years 7-9, but as the
previous year had been wiped out by Covid, we’ve extended the
group to year 10s and it’s been lovely to have a group join us
regularly this past term for games, craft activities and, as the
name suggests, chillaxing! If you have children in that age range
and would like to know more, please get in touch
(alastairb@rootandrivers.uk).

In November we ran our third Tearfund Big Quiz Night and
were delighted to have over 40 competitors in 11 teams.
Obviously, the serious side was all about raising money for the
work of Tearfund (this year, specifically in Burkino Fasa), but
bragging rights are also (very!) important and this year’s glory
goes to ‘Three Smarties and a Tube’ (aka Fiona and Rob Taylor
and Keith and Sian Jones). Well done to them - they won the
much-coveted Quiz Night trophy and photo glory in this edition
of Voices! We were able to donate a total of £350 to Tearfund
and nationally about £125,000 was raised, so many thanks to
everyone involved.

More recently, we were really pleased to be able to go ahead with our family Carol
Service just before Omicron really put the cat amongst the pigeons. Carols were led by
our worship team, ably coordinated by Rachel Bloomfield. Steve Neal and Gill Long
entertained us with a Christmas sketch; and Richard Bloomfield gave a lively and
thoughtful talk for children and adults alike on Jesus, Light of the World.

So all in all, Covid has not disrupted us too much – but even so, we’re looking forward
to a healthy and active 2022!

Alastair Barnett

Tearfund Big Quiz winners ‘Three Smarties and a Tube’
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Eating Out
The Swan Inn, Swinbrook

On the Windrush walk from Asthall, rather than eat afterwards at the Maytime, we
decided to walk part way then have lunch at The Swan Inn, as the menu looked
interesting. There’s a large garden with plenty of well-spaced tables and a lit and heated
covered area that should be nice for evenings with the sound of nearby running water.

With it rarely on menus, I opted for roast duck breast with butternut purée, Hasselback
potatoes (rare in restaurants), spring greens, bacon, cherries & red wine jus. The duck
was perfectly cooked, nice and pink, and the accompaniments also very good and
perfectly balanced.

My daughter was intrigued by the pecorino gnocchi, oyster mushrooms, butternut
squash, tenderstem, goat’s cheese, tomatoes & basil pesto. With the family being
Italian, we have gnocchi fairly often, usually with a simple tomato sauce, but they can
be heavy and unpleasantly gluey if you get the potato to flour balance wrong, but these
large gnocchi were soft and tasty. The array of other ingredients gave mouthful after
mouthful of sweet and savoury flavours and textures.

Another interesting dish on offer was miso glazed aubergine and it was refreshing to
see veggie options that clearly had a lot of thought put in. Too many restaurants offer
just one unimaginative veg/vegan option, usually the same tired mushroom risotto or
goat’s cheese salad. I am, and always will be, a meat-man but my family are not, so it’s
a challenge finding somewhere everyone can find something they want to try.

As a light eater and despite having fish twice in our week of eating out, my wife just
had the starter of crab royale with granny smith apple, celeriac and lovage oil (crab
with cream, roasted and more crab added, but likely a lot more complex than that). I
think she missed out on some excellent mains but she loved it, along with sticky toffee
pudding.

The online menu had chocolate torte, hazelnut brittle, lime & butterscotch sauce &
honeycomb ice cream I was really looking forward to, but they change the menu often
so I was a tad disappointed to see it had been replaced by a choux bun with salted
caramel chilboust cream (like Chantilly) with dark chocolate sauce but it turned out to
be as good as the torte sounded. My daughter drooled over the dessert, asking the
waitress to compliment the chef and said it was so good it should be illegal.

It’s definitely somewhere we recommend and will be revisiting soon.

Russ Avis

Aston-based photographer.
Available for weddings, portraits,

events and commercial work.

Please contact me for a free, no obligation
consultation.

Tel: 01993 851217
Email: pjlphoto@yahoo.com

Web: www.pjlphoto.co.uk
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Day Centre
The Centre has now been open for
three Wednesdays. Cllr Dan Levy
and Fran Hook came to officially
open the Centre. It was great to see
so many people coming along, meeting up and catching up with
old friends. We had a small fun exercise session and plenty of
music and a bit of a singalong, with a fantastic lunch prepared
by one of the four volunteer cooks. Then in the afternoon
Mediquip came in to give a very informative demonstration of
their range of pendant personal alarms. They have also made a
donation to the centre for which we are most grateful. The
following Wednesday we had a few more new members join us.
Again we had  the seated fun exercise session and a bit of a sing
song, another gorgeous lunch followed by the incredibly
versatile singer/ morris dancer/ musician Kate Wilkinson who
was a massive success (by popular demand I have booked her
for another visit in the new year) Our Community Police Officer
dropped in to see us as well.

The third Wednesday was again the seated exercise session and
we used the Alexa for musical requests, and again another
superb lunch followed by a demonstration from Quingo
Mobility Scooters who brought two of their scooters for us to
try, I think it is true to say not only did I but a couple of the
members also had great fun driving the scooters around the hall.
A Chiropodist came and some of the members used her service
and were very pleased that she will come in to us every six
weeks. The trade stall is now up and running and we have had
our first raffle which will be held regularly. The information hub
is available every week, with lots of information and “samples”
of equipment to try out.

The fourth Wednesday was all planned with a visit from Santa
Clause along with pressies with the vicar and some “friends” of
the Day Centre as special guests. We planned some carol
singing and a special Christmas Lunch. However, we decided to
close temporarily due to Covid 19 guidelines and restrictions, in
order to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the members and of
the volunteers. Once we re-open we will have the Christmas
Celebrations then. We will be guided by the Government and
Oxfordshire County Council as to when it is safe to re-open and
will inform everyone as soon as we have a date.

Due to the closure we have put plan B into operation. This
consists of cooking and delivering a lunch to the members every
Wednesday, handing out the Daily Sparkle newspapers and
puzzle books, regular phone calls to the members and we are
busy putting together our very own newsletter which will
include photos of the past few weeks and contributions from the
members themselves such as a small piece of a childhood

memory, a poem, a photo. Whatever the members would like to
contribute.
We applied to the Parish Council for funding and our
application was accepted, so thankyou to the Parish Councillors
for their support.

Thank you to the Community Shop for their ongoing support for
the centre and we will have another new shop window display
within the next few days, so do keep an eye out for that.

The organisation ‘Homes Instead’ have kindly put together and
donated a website for us:
https://www.astonandcotedaycentre.co.uk We have also set up a
Facebook page: Aston & Cote Day Centre.

Personally, I would like to thank all of the members for
attending and wish them a very healthy and peaceful New Year.
I would also like to say a very big thank you to the fantastic
team of volunteer cooks, and helpers, we simply could not have
such a successful day centre without all of your efforts, and
again I wish you all have a very healthy and peaceful New Year.

If anyone knows of someone that they feel might benefit from
the centre please do contact me to discuss further, likewise we
do have a few spaces available if anyone would like to have a
hot meal delivered once a week.
For more information, please contact me, (Karen) on
01993851506. Mobile: 07887974468. E-mail:
target.meuk@gmail.com Karen Stay

Cllr Dan Levy, Karen Stay and volunteers

Day Centre activities
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WI News

As things are getting back to some normality there
will I hope be more to report in coming months.

For November most of our WI members were treated
to a meal to celebrate our 90th anniversary which was
held at the Plough at Alvescot. The pub put on a choice of two courses at a special price
for us and it was unanimously agreed that it was all excellent - there was very little left
on the plates. There was plenty of chatter and laughter around the tables and rather than
us having puddings we opted for a homemade cake which displayed the WI emblem.
We agreed it was delicious albeit it could have been a little bigger as there were lots of
us, including all of our new members. The meal and evening was such a success that
we plan to go back to the Plough in January for our belated Christmas meal.

At our December meeting we were able to have one of the speakers that I had to cancel
last year. Ian came with a whole array of chillies and he talked about how as a farmer
he got into their production, which was due to wanting to make use of his polytunnels,
used for Spring lambing during the summer months. He explained about where chillies
originated from as well as their strength, use and how they can be dried and safely
stored. He particularly stressed that you should not touch your eyes after chopping
chillies. For your information he can be found at various farmers’ markets around the
county.

At the end of the chat he sold numerous bottles of his wares which ranged from dried
packets to gift size bottles. I think a good number of us bought something and it was
agreed that it was a very enjoyable and interesting meeting.

Let’s hope we can continue to have more of these get-togethers with other interesting
and varied speakers in the New Year.

Happy New Year to all our members and any new ones that would like to join us.

Lesley Brown

1st Aston Brownies
Hello everyone, I hope all Brownie families are
keeping safe and well.

 The new term starts for us on Monday, 10th,
January, 2022. We have a third volunteer, Kate
Heeley, coming on board to assist Pat and myself. This is great news for the unit and
we are busy planning a very exciting and varied Spring programme. As I write this the
Covid situation is causing big concerns for everyone. We, as a unit will do all that we
can regarding safety and working with the Covid guidelines, we very much hope to be
face to face for the Spring Term and will keep all parents informed over the next few
weeks.

I just want to point out to parents that the girlguiding.org.uk site is well worth checking
out. There is so much information and ideas there with plenty of badges to earn and lots
of ways to develop new skills while at home.

Don’t forget the unit’s private and secure WhatsApp page, if you have any
queries/comments leave a message there.

Finally, just a reminder that the unit is in a position to accept new girls. For more
details please get in touch with me on 07887974468 or
karenthegardener123@gmail.com

Meanwhile, stay safe.

Karen Stay, 1st Aston Brownie Unit
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Practical learning

Celebrating

News from Aston & Cote CE Primary School

Developing new PE skills

We were delighted to welcome three STEM Ambassadors from RAF
Brize Norton who spent the day at school helping the children to develop
their Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths skills.

I was extremely proud of all the children during the Remembrance Day
commemoration at the war memorial - without exception they observed
the two-minute silence impeccably.

We also had our second KiVa day in November which linked to Anti-
bullying Day. Once again, the children had the opportunity to consider
how to tackle bullying effectively if they ever encounter it, either as a
victim or a bystander.

We were delighted to be the first school in Oxfordshire to take part in
Project Touchline during which the children in Years 2 – 6 had the
opportunity to develop new skills in PE at the same time as developing
their understanding of how our school vision and values can be used in
everyday situations such as sport.

As always, December was a magical month in school. From my office,
it was lovely to hear the children singing Christmas songs and reciting
poems as they prepared for their nativity plays or the KS2 Christmas
celebration. Of course, we were disappointed that we were unable to
invite parents in to watch the plays but hope everyone enjoyed
watching them online.

We were very sad to be say goodbye to Mrs Green, one of our amazing
TAs, who has worked in classes across the school over the last five
years. We will also said goodbye to Miss Collins, one of our lunchtime
supervisors, who has worked closely with Oatlands and Holywell
classes over the last two years. We wish them both the very best of
luck in their new ventures.

We also said goodbye to Osian and Matthew in Year 4 – we wish them
every success in their new schools.

Fiona Taylor – Head Teacher

Our school vision, which was
relaunched at an evening meeting for
parents, is:

“We embed our Christian values of
Love, Courage and Respect in
everything we do, enabling us to learn
and grow together as a community.
We are committed to helping
everyone flourish as unique
individuals by developing a sense of
wonder and curiosity in the world and
our place in it.”

 Underpinning this is our strapline
which is

“Aspiring to be the people God
created us to be, by growing the
talents He gave us.”
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Mondegreens
A mondegreen is a word or phrase which,
when spoken, sung, declaimed, bellowed or
announced over a public-address system is
mis-heard as another word or phrase, with
often amusing results.

The word was coined in 1958 by American
writer, Sylvia Wright. When she was a child
her mother had read aloud from Thomas
Percy’s ‘Reliques of Ancient English Poetry’
(1765), which included the Scottish ballad
‘The Bonny Earl of Murray.’

Wright was particularly fond of this ballad,
which she thought included the following
stanza:
‘Ye Highlands and ye Lowlands,
Oh, where hae ye been?
They hae slain the Earl Amurray (sic)
And Lady Mondegreen.’

In Wright’s imagination, Lady Mondegreen
was a tragic heroine - murdered alongside her
husband by the Gordon henchmen of the Earl
of Huntly in the late 1500s. Unsurprisingly,
Wright was distressed to discover in later life
that Lady Mondegreen had in fact never
existed; rather, she was a creation of Wright’s
mishearing the words, ‘They have slain the
Earl of Murray, and laid him on the green.’

Sylvia Wright, however, was not ready to
give up on her heroine lightly, and penned an
article, ‘The Death of Lady Mondegreen,’ for
Harper’s Magazine.
Thus, the mondegreen was given life.

One of the best-known mondegreens came
from the 1st World War, when the message
‘Send reinforcements, we’re going to
advance,’ was eventually mis-read as ‘Send
three and fourpence, we’re going to a dance.’

The popular figure of Gladly, the cross-eyed
bear, was born out of the biblical phrase,
‘Gladly, the cross I’d bear.’

Sylvia Wright’s amusing article ‘The Death
of Lady Mondegreen’ can be read by
googling the title.

John Troughear, Cote



That’s a Cracker
This season’s best and worst cracker
jokes. You decide!

Q. What was the snowman doing in the
     vegetable patch?
A. Picking his nose!

Q. What do ducks do before Christmas
     dinner?
A. Pull their Christmas quackers!

Q. How does Good King Wenceslas like
     his pizza?
A. Deep pan, crisp and even!

Q. What do you sing at Santa’s birthday
     party?
A. Freeze a jolly good fellow!

Q. How does a Penguin build a LEGO
     house?
A. Igloos it together!

Q. What did the stamp say to the
     Christmas card?
A. Stick with me and we’ll go places!

Q. Which Christmas carol do dogs like
     best?
A. Bark the Herald Angels Sing!

Q. What does Santa spend his wages on?
A. Jingle bills!

Q. Why didn’t Rudolph go to school?
Q. He was elf-taught!

Q. What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
A. Ice Krispies!

11
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Christmas Tree Lights

Saturday 11th December was a lovely
village event. Gathered together in The
Square were people waiting to see the
switching on of the parish Christmas tree
lights. The tree was positioned in front of
the Aston Repair Depot. It had been paid
for by the parish council and erected by
Bob from the Red Lion and the lights
had been provided by a neighbour.

There were refreshments available
including hot chocolate and mince pies.
There were one or two carols sung and
some of the children decorated some
wish baubles which were hung on the
tree. Jack Glenn made sure everyone was
safe as cars came and went.

Many village events had to be cancelled
and it was good to see a Christmas
gathering in the centre of the village with
so many people helping and taking part.

Andrew Long (photos courtesy of Paul
Manning)

Christmas tree lights at Aston Repair Depot

Activities at the event
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Aston Christmas Carols
With covid -19 all around it was important to keep up the annual tradition of
Aston’s Carol Service. A small gathering of villagers congregated on the
pathway to St James Church, at 7 pm on Monday 20th December.

Mary, our organist was positioned in the doorway with an electric organ and in a
well-lit position. Starting with “See amid the winter’s snow” and going on to
play the usual favourites including the rousing carol of “Wish you a Merry
Christmas”. Quietly observing this was “Winnie” a dachshund, which reminded
me what great companions dogs are.

Mulled wine was served and the collection raised £56.94 which will be donated
to Besom charity. Sadly, the Christmas Eve candle-lit carol service and the
combined Christmas Day service were cancelled.

Wishing our readers, a Happier and Healthy New Year.

Lizzie Wood St. James

Festive Cheer
Here are just some of the light displays from around the Parish giving festive cheer
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The Highs and Lows of Keeping Chickens
So – you’re thinking of keeping chickens are
you? Well if you are, you might find it useful
to hear some of my experiences having kept
my own for over 13 years. The first thing to
note is that it isn’t just a case of letting them
happily graze all over your garden as they will
often destroy anything in their path, let alone
trying to escape! You’ll need to provide them
with a good size coop with an enclosed safe
space for exercising and sleeping. They need
lots of bedding – hay, straw or wood
chippings all work really well – and lots of
feed (I used mixed corn usually). You always
need to be mindful of vermin when it comes to
feed so make sure that your storage containers
and feeders are vermin-proof. Then comes the
health side – the coup needs to be regularly
cleaned to keep the chickens safe and you will

inevitably need to use antibiotics, anti-lice and worming treatment from time to time.
Their feet can also get very dry so I have had to use moisturizing cream in the past!

So, now you have a safe place for them to live, food to eat and medicines to keep them
healthy you need to get yourself some chickens. You could do a lot worse than getting
one from www.freshstartforhens.co.uk. They are a charity that specializes in re-homing
ex battery-farm chickens and saving them from the chop when they get to a certain age.
They will still be productive egg layers and despite looking a bit bedraggled when you
first get them, they soon get their mojo back when they are in a better living
environment.

If you have more than one chicken, they will soon sort out their ‘pecking order’ to
choose who is in charge of the group. That dominant bird then looks out for the others,
helping to seek out food and making alarm calls when any potentially dangerous
predators such as cats or birds of prey appear. They can also be very bullying to the
other chickens, so always keep an eye out to make sure that this does not get out of
hand.

Chickens have brought me a huge amount of enjoyment over the years, not to mention
a lot of lovely eggs (one per bird per day in the warmer months if you’re lucky!). My
best advice is to do your research thoroughly before you dive in and get some – if you
do and you look after them well, they will repay your kindness many times over.

Val Lee

One of Val’s chickens

Tommy Cooper
Have you got a favourite Tommy Cooper
joke? Here are a few that made us smile.

           You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left
a little note on the windscreen, it said, ‘Parking Fine.’

         A guy walks into a pub with a lump of asphalt on his shoulder, he says to the
barman, “Give us a pint and one for the road.”

          So I said to the Gym instructor “Can you teach me to do the splits?” He said,
“How flexible are you?” I said “I can’t make Tuesdays”.

          ‘Doc, I can’t stop singing the Green, Green Grass of Home.’ ‘That sounds like
Tom Jones syndrome’. ‘Is it common?’ ‘It’s not unusual.’

         “He said ‘I’m going to chop off the bottom of one of your trouser legs and put it
in a library.’ I thought ‘That’s a turn-up for the books.’”                                      Editors
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Community Trust
What could you do at Aston &
Cote Village Hall?

Our wonderful village hall is here for eve-
ryone to enjoy and supports many differ-
ent activities, from birthday parties and
wedding receptions, art club, badminton,
ballet and bingo, all the way to small busi-
ness meetings. We’d like you to consider
an additional New Year resolution and
think creatively about what new clubs,
groups or activities you could start for our
community that could benefit from our
great spaces and/or high-speed broadband.
Ideas could include a youth club for older
kids, a local wildlife club, and Parkrun-type events through to hire of the small function
room as a shared workspace for those who work from home but would like the compa-
ny of others. Where will your interests take you?

The last couple of years have been tough for many so despite rising costs, hire charges
will be retained at pre-pandemic levels in 2022 (see below). These are lower than many
similar facilities in the district. To discuss ideas or enquire about bookings, please con-
tact us on Facebook @AstonCote, or by email at contact@astoncotevillagehall.org.uk.

Revealing the Ordish Room

At the Parish Meeting on 8th November, we were pleased to reveal the new name for
our small function room. The room has been named in honour of John Ordish, who
made a significant and enduring contribution to our village hall and the wider commu-
nity over many decades. Thank you John, and enjoy your retirement!

Welcome back Bingo and Live Music

In late November we were pleased to welcome back Christmas Bingo. It was a great
night that raised £800 for the maintenance and running of the village hall. The next date
for the diary is the return of Folk Night on 9th April 2022. Doors and bar open at
7:00pm for a 7:30pm start. Tickets are £10 (cash, cheque or bank transfer), available in
advance only from Sylvia Brown (12 Cote Road, 01993 850553, or
sylviamilk@icloud.com) or Aston Repair Depot. We’re pleased to host semi-profes-
sional local artists including Three Pressed Men, Brock & Vixen and Craig McLearie.
We hope to see you there!

Paul Farrow on behalf of Aston & Cote Community Trust

Price per hour Village Clubs Village Users Non-village Users
Room Details Weekday Weekend* Weekday Weekend* Weekday Weekend*
Village 
hall

Includes village hall 
and all rooms

£16.00 £20.00 £18.00 £22.00 £24.00 £33.00

Main hall Capacity: 150 
seated / 100 dancing

£9.00 £14.00 £10.50 £16.00 £16.00 £27.00

Ordish 
Room 
(small 
function 
room)

Capacity: 30 
(comfortably), 
includes bi-fold 
doors onto patio 
area

£7.50 £7.50 £8.50 £8.50 £9.50 £9.50

Outdoors Details Half day (6 hours) All day (12 hours) Overnight (24 hours)
Recreation 
grounds

Ideal for picnics, 
sports events, 

£32.00 £64.00 £80.00

*Weekends are defined as: Friday from 6pm, weekends and bank holidays. Preparation
time of 30 minutes is included for each booking. Equipment (tables, chairs, crockery
and glassware) hire is free when booking the hall. This equipment may also be hired for
off-site use, for a small fee. Deposits and terms and conditions apply. Premises license
fee for events involving the sale of alcohol, showing of films or the performance of
plays is £25.

John Ordish
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Nature Natters
Fish Leap

I heard recently that there is to be a ‘fish leap’ (fish passage) at Duxford
which is the latest page in the history of the Thames and its wildlife. A fish
leap allows fish, typically salmon, to get past a weir to their spawning grounds
up the river. Even the idea of encouraging salmon in the Thames is good news.

Until the 18th Century, salmon were common in all the main rivers of Britain including
the Thames.

Urbanisation and the industrial revolution put an end to that because sewage and
industrial waste were poured into rivers, and for the Thames this reached a low point in
1858; the year of the ‘The Great Stink’. The Thames was so polluted that the air in the
city became almost un-breathable and that year at least 10,000 Londoners died of
cholera. As a response, large sewers were built to take sewage down-stream of the city,
and these sewers are still in use today.

Despite this, in 1957 the Thames was declared a ‘Dead River’. When a body of water
has too much nutrient (from sewage or agricultural run-off) the micro-organisms use up
all the oxygen and then everything dies. The weirs help oxygenate the water, but there
need to be healthy water-plants to replenish the oxygen levels. Recent reports of water
companies pumping sewage into rivers bring echoes of Victorian practice and there
need to be new measures to stop this.

Sewage treatment is the most important step in rescuing a river, and now there are
records of sea horses and seals in the Thames estuary, and there are fish higher up the
river. The Thames Salmon Project started in 1978 and although there isn’t yet a
sustainable population using the river, things like the fish leap are an expression of
hope. And we desperately need hope these days.

James Gray

Recipe
Veggie Shepherd’s Pie with Sweet Potato Mash

Ingredients
1 tbsp olive oil
1 large onion, halved and sliced
500g carrots cut into sugar cube sized pieces
2 tbsp thyme chopped
200ml red wine
400g can good quality chopped tomatoes
2 vegetable stock cubes
410g can green lentils
1kg sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks
25g butter
85g vegetarian mature cheddar, grated

Method
Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a frying pan, and then fry the onion.
Add the carrots and most of the thyme.
Add the red wine, 150ml water and the tin of tomatoes, and then crumble in the
vegetable stock cubes. Simmer for 10 minutes.
Add the green lentils (including the juice), cover and simmer for a further 10 minutes.
  (Carrots should remain slightly crunchy and lentils should be pulpy.)
Meanwhile, boil the sweet potatoes for 15 minutes until tender and drain well. Mash
with the butter and season to taste.
Put the lentil mixture into a pie dish, spoon the mash on top then sprinkle on the cheese
together with the remaining thyme.
Cook for approximately 25 minutes at 170 degrees C.
Serve with steamed broccoli.

Monica Read
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Aston FC Season Update
After going unbeaten in all eight of their pre-season games the
First Team initially struggled at the start of the 21/22 season
only picking up three points in one of their first five games in
Division 2 where they currently sit around mid-table.

The shining light in Aston’s season so far has been in The
John Fathers Oxon Junior Shield, having beaten two Premier Division sides, scoring 11
goals and winning a thrilling penalty shoot en-route to the quarter finals where they
have now been drawn against Milton-U-Wychwood first team for the next round. The
recent pick up in league form, alongside the run in the cup, has led to the side being
Voted WDFA team of the month for December which is a great achievement for the
team.

With our reserves also going unbeaten over pre-season, it kick-started a great season so
far. Last year they had some good results but we never really found an identity on the
pitch, this year has been different.
With a mixture of youth and experience, they have welcomed new players adding to
our team spirit.
Anyone who has come to watch since the restart after lockdown will have noticed how
much fun they are having on and off the pitch.

The aims for the rest of the season are to have a good run in the cup (we won our first
round game back in November) and to finish as close to the top of the league as we can.
By continuing to play our game and work on our performances and tactics we want to
be in a position where we can realistically challenge for the league next season.

Aaron Robins (first team) and Simon Baker (reserves)

Royal British Legion (RBL) 2021 Poppy Appeal
It was nice to be able to carry out the RBL Poppy Appeal again
and, this year, a total of £2,333.75 was raised via house-to-house
collections, un-manned stations, the Church Service collection
and the sale of wreaths. This compared to £1,785.88 in 2019 (no
Appeal last year), when the shop was closed and the new housing
estates were not occupied.

The total included £280 collected by contactless card machines, to
which most collectors had access. They were relatively easy for both collector and
giver to use, although they were bulky. Like most other things, they will reduce in size
as time passes. The weak signal which prevails in this area was not a problem, except
for Cote, where the signal is virtually non-existent.

The house-to-house collectors were Lesley Brown, Jane Everex, Susan Haines,
Elizabeth Harper, Trevor Jackson (first time), Robert Jones, Gillian Long, Colin Revell,
Amanda Smith and Elizabeth Wood. Un-manned stations were established at
Kingsgate, the Pottery, the Red Lion, School and Shop. Thanks are also due to
Elizabeth Hook and Keith King for taking on, at very short notice, the counting of the
proceeds.

It was not possible, unfortunately, to bank these at Bampton Post Office this year. So I
decided instead to bank the money direct with Lloyds Bank in Witney, but not in one
payment due to the heavy coinage involved. Also I did not want anybody to have to
“ride shotgun”. I made several trips to pay the money in, with just one problem which
was quickly resolved.

Aston and Cote should be very proud of this year’s results, and grateful thanks are
expressed to collectors and givers alike.

Robert Jones
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Home Remedies
If ever there was a time for DIY
it is Now

When I was a child – many aeons ago –
there was no NHS and amazingly we
survived. Serious ailments still needed a
doctor but minor ailments were treated at
home with a wonderful range of kill or
cure home remedies. Many of these had
a sound scientific basis but some were
pure folk lore.
My father put down the cause of most of
my childhood ailments to one thing –
NOT WEARING A VEST.
If this failed the next most likely cause
would be traced back to the last time I
had enjoyed myself – usually a party.
Dad prescribed Epsom salts and
glycerine paste for boils, aspirin and hot
milk with a splash of whisky for colds,
syrup of figs for digestive upsets, and of
course, always wearing a vest. Chest
infections were treated with kaolin
poultices, chilblains with iodine, and any
other spots or rashes with “Iglodine ¬
(the contemporary version of TCP)
Looking back not all of these remedies
worked and I cheerfully gave Chicken
Pox to all my pals (shared toys, shared
sandpit). In those days herd immunity
was taken for granted. If one child got
German measles we actually held a
German measles party so we could all
get it over and done with together.
My Granny also had an infallible remedy
for many ailments – goose grease on
brown paper or red flannel. (Think of the
social implications of this!) It is a
wonder I survived ... but I did.
Perhaps in this time when GP availability
is at an all-time low we should seize the
initiative and revisit some of these
remedies – a spot of DIY home
doctoring. (I might give the goose grease
a miss).
A visiting American scientist (clearly a
man of learning) once told me his
grandmother treated earache with a clove
of warm onion. It fitted neatly into the
ear and the heat was soothing.
It could work – don’t knock it.
Have a safe and illness-free New Year
Brenda Smith
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Aston History Group

Andrew Long, our chairman, has had an interest in pub names and pub signs,
particularly from Oxfordshire, and thought that a talk on the subject was possible if a
History Group speaker failed to turn up. The moment came when, like the buses that
turn up in twos, a speaker was unavailable for the second month in a row.

Following Julie Godson’s incapacity in October, it was Bill King’s enforced isolation
in November that led to pubs replacing ‘The Poppy’. We heard about, and were shown
Oxfordshire pub-signs on a range of themes, including: agriculture, animals and birds,
famous people, kings and queens, leisure, religion, trades and transport. Apparently the
most common name is The Red Lion closely followed by The Crown and The Royal
Oak.

This difficult year may have left members thinking that the group is hibernating but, in
fact, much has happened behind the scenes and the committee is ready to spring into
action with a programme once the Covid uncertainty allows. The gathering of
information has continued and the group’s archive material has grown. The parish
history, first printed in March, is about to be reprinted a second time. This may mean a
total of 570 copies; a figure far greater than expected. The many kind comments about
the book and its reception have been very welcome.

Next meetings (subject to Covid regulations in force at the time):
January 27th – Members’ supper and social
February 24th – ‘Guilds’ a talk by Julian Sayers

Martin Bowley
01993 8504440
aston.historygroup@hotmail.co.uk

The Wheatsheaf at Bampton

Are Christmas wreathes becoming more
popular? Judging by the numbers seen
on front doors in the parish the answer is
yes. These were among the dozen or so
that were made at The Fellowship
Centre on 14th December. The wreath
makers brought their own greenery and
after an hour or so had produced their
own beautiful, individual wreaths.

Wreath Making
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Garden Ramblings
What’s coming up?

As we begin another year we might ask ourselves what is coming up! After headlines
on the news we just don’t know some things ahead of us but at least in the garden there
are some certainties.

I can already see the green shoots of the snowdrops appearing. Always a welcome sign
and a joy to think that the seasons are turning again and spring will follow soon.
There’s nothing like seeing the ground covered with a carpet of these delicate flowers
and perhaps now is a good time to plan a snowdrop walk. Many places near us provide
a couple of hours of winter walking rewarded with these wonderful drifts of white that
lift the spirits. A particular favourite is Welford Park, near Newbury which has
wonderful displays from early February to March.

For gardeners January is a time to start planning for the year ahead. Rummage through
the old seed packets and decide this year’s produce and flowers. Even browsing
through a catalogue or two can give you great ideas and inspire you to try something
new for this year.

On better days there are still jobs to get on with in the garden. Now the leaves have
gone it’s a good chance to check and prune trees when you can see their skeletal shape,
remove any dead or diseased branches and do a final tidy up of leaves if you didn’t get
round to it in the autumn. Don’t forget to bag up the leaves to make great leaf mulch.
Just put them in black bags stab a few holes in them and water if very dry. Forget about
them at the back of the shed and next year you’ll be rewarded with some amazing leaf
mulch.

Whatever January holds may it be the beginning of a happy and exciting gardening year
for us all.
N.M.D.

Snowdropss

Swanning About
Thanks to Becky Wilshire for
sending in this photo taken on
Welsh Way, Witney. Was the
swan off to Greggs to get a
‘cob’ or waiting for the PCSO
to ‘pen’ a ticket? Whatever,
here was definitely a need for
social distancing!
Richard Haines
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Parish Council News
On behalf of the Parish Council, a very Happy New Year to all residents. The end
of 2021 was a busy period for our Council, with a number of initiatives making
slow but steady progress. The (pandemic-delayed) Annual Parish Meeting held on
8th November was very well attended, with the Council’s Annual Report for the
Financial Year 2020/21 laid out in full, followed by a lively and useful debate on a
range of topics. The Report (minus its introductory section) is reproduced
elsewhere in this edition. The full report may be found on the Parish Council
website. Covid permitting, we hope to revert to the normal reporting timescale this
year, with the Annual Parish Meeting provisionally scheduled for 25th April 2022 in
the Village Hall.

There is good news to report on the financial front, at least at a local level. The
budget for the Financial Year 2022/23 was agreed at the Parish Council meeting in
December. For the fourth consecutive year, after another year of financial
prudence, we were delighted yet again to be able to make no increase to the
Precept, which at £29,715 keeps the Band D equivalent household at £49.74
(around 3.6p/month for each parish resident). Meanwhile, both the County and
District Councils are inviting all residents to comment upon their respective budget
proposals. Full details of all three budgets, as well as links for the public comments
on the latter two, may again be found on the Parish Council website.

OCC has now submitted its planning application (reference R3.0149/21) for the
proposed Children's Home on Back Lane. This has been amended several times
based upon feedback from the Parish Council and direct from residents (including
from the Open Day held in September 2020) and has resulted in a reduction in both
scale and form as well as a change in materials to more properly reflect the village's
Conservation Area status. OCC have also confirmed that no widening work will be
required on Back Lane. The application opened on the OCC (not as is usual locally,
WODC) website for public comment on 7th December and closes on 21st January.
Background information may also be found on the Parish Council website,
including full design and planning statements.

On traffic calming, we have received back from OCC Highways the first draft of
the proposed adjustments to speed limits in the Parish and we hope to make a fuller
report in time for the next edition of Voices. Similarly, the shelter for the
defibrillator in Chimney has now been completed and we expect the equipment to
be installed early in the New Year.

As ever, if you have any questions or comments for your Parish Council and you
are unable to raise it directly with a Councillor, please forward them to the Parish
Clerk by email on clerk@astonoxon-pc.gov.uk or by post c/o 16 Foxwood, Aston,
Oxfordshire, OX18 2DZ. The Parish Council website is also a useful source of
information at https://www.astonoxon-pc.gov.uk

Russell La Forte,
Chairman Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council

North Farm  All parish residents should now have received a copy of the Stage
3 public consultation for North Farm, and there will be a further delivery in
January to facilitate this process. As ever, this is replicated on the Parish
Council website, along with further explanatory material. There is much detail
to digest, for which we apologise, but we feel it important that residents feel
able to make as informed comments as possible. We are keen to hear the views
from as many residents as possible, so please do take the opportunity to engage
in this consultation exercise by 18th February 2022. Nothing has been decided
yet and this is an important opportunity for all of us to shape a legacy project
for the Parish, should we wish it to proceed at all.



22

Parish Councils are required to make an annual report to
residents, promulgated at the Annual Parish Meeting, normally
held every April/May but delayed in 2021 until 8 November due
to Covid restrictions. Please note that the reporting period
covers the Financial Year up to April 21. The Report is
available on the Council website, www.astonoxon-pc.gov.uk
Impact of the Pandemic  Whilst 2020 will certainly be a
memorable year, mostly for all the wrong reasons, life continued
nonetheless - Parish Council business included, conducted
successfully throughout the year virtually on the now ubiquitous
‘Zoom’. Sadly though, the Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for
27 April ’20 had to be cancelled. It was heartening to see
community spirit in our Parish at its best throughout 2020, with
volunteers stepping forward in large numbers to assist those
more at risk with shopping, collection of prescriptions and so
on. Our thanks to them all and to our Parish Clerk Elaine for
coordinating the overall effort.
Flooding and Drainage  The Parish ‘Community Emergency
Plan’ identifies flooding as a major (and the most likely) risk
throughout the Parish, and is the Council’s foremost concern in
all planning applications and discussions with developers. We
also sit on the Bampton Flood Prevention Group to keep
pressure on the Environment Agency to maintain drainage
regimes and have encouraged riparian landowners to keep
drainage ditches clear. The unhelpful blend of proximity to the
floodplain, an ongoing 20% increase in housing stock and the
woeful state of Thames Water’s sewer and drainage system in
the Parish was graphically illustrated at the end of January this
year, following a period of persistent, heavy rain. Whilst winter
flooding in local fields is the norm, this year seemed especially
widespread and we also had sewers overflowing for up to a
week, including by the Village Hall and in Bull Street. Small
consolation perhaps, but we were not alone in this, with similar
reports widespread across the District and County. The simple
lack of capacity in the Thames Water infrastructure is a long-
standing matter that continues to attract the personal attention of
our WODC and OCC councillors and local MP, directly with
the Chief Executive. No quick fixes seem likely, but the Parish
Council continues to directly inform and support this debate.
Housing Development and Planning Issues Whilst it is
WODC that determines all planning matters, the Parish Council
is a statutory consultee on all planning applications in the Parish
(23 in FY ’20/21) and exercises a degree of influence
accordingly. Wary of development ‘creep’, a recurring concern
for the Council is to highlight the sustainability requirement for
all development, including respect for the Conservation Area
status of much of the Parish and stressing (especially) the
inadequacies of the already overloaded drainage and sewerage
system. The Council have engaged proactively and directly with
the Matthew Homes developers to provide a conduit for parish
concerns and mitigate wherever practicable, the impact of the
ongoing work. WODC Enforcement action was requested
successfully on one occasion.
- OCC Children’s Home on Back Lane  Following an on-site
meeting with the Council earlier in the Summer with OCC and
their planning agency to discuss OCC’s feasibility study into
building a new children’s home on Back Lane, a public
consultation day was held on Sep 20th. The Council remains in
close liaison with OCC on the matter.
- North Farm  The Parish Council was concerned that the
OCC-owned North Farm site had been empty for several years,
was becoming increasingly derelict and could potentially

eventually become yet another high-density development site.
We believe that the community, through the Parish Council,
should be involved in determining the future of the site, ideally
as a community-led development that maximises the social and
other benefits to the Parish. Judging that the risks of doing
something were greatly outweighed by the risks of doing
nothing, we consequently submitted on Nov 20th a detailed
paper to OCC on our initial thoughts, in principle, to get an
understanding of what might be possible on the site. In tandem
with this, an initial stage of public consultation was undertaken,
with a second begun towards the end of the reporting period.
We remain in close, constructive liaison with OCC on the issue.

Parish Infrastructure  We saw some real progress in a number
of projects throughout the year in question, including the new
bus shelter opposite Foxwood, the defibrillator installed in the
refurbished Cote telephone box and the VE75 bench at St James
Church. Grounds maintenance contracts also underwent a
significant overhaul and we are pleased thus far with the quality
of services provided. Probably our most significant
infrastructure project though has been traffic calming measures.

Traffic Calming  Traffic-related issues rightly remain a major
local concern. The arrival of the first Section 106 receipts
enabled the implementation of Stage 1 of the Council’s traffic
calming project, informed fully by (ongoing) public
consultation. This saw the automation of the school 20mph
signs, as well as new village signage installed (very ably
assisted by OCC) on the main access roads through Aston and
Cote. Pending further funding receipts, planning for subsequent
stages continued, including signage for more minor access roads
and potential adjustments to speed limits and zones. We also
invited OCC Highways to make formal recommendations to
address the knotty issue of traffic management in The Square.

Finance  The Parish remains in a good financial state, as
confirmed by our external auditors in November. Following its
bold decision not to increase the Precept, the Council continued
to exercise financial prudence and operated comfortably within
its agreed budget of £37,916. Financial grants, donations and
projects in the financial year (totalling £5,385) included Voices
magazine, grass cutting for Cote Chapel and the churches of St
James and St Mary’s, Aston minibus, Aston History Project,
Aston Community Trust, Aston Community Shop, Aston
Football Club, Cleanslate, Volunteer Link Up and Citizens
Advice. From July 20th, the first of the Section 106 money from
the two developments on Cote Road became available for its
closely-prescribed uses, enabling commencement of the
Council’s traffic calming project. Total Section 106 receipts
over the period 2020 to 2028 will total some £186, 000.

The Budget for Financial Year 2021/22 was agreed at the
Council meeting in December ’20. For the third consecutive
year, the Council were delighted once again to be able to make
no increase to the Precept, which at £29,319 keeps the Band D
equivalent household at £49.74 (around 3.6p/month for each
parish resident). As with all Council business, full details may
be found on the Council website, including fully audited annual
accounts.

Russell La Forte CBE, Chairman Aston, Cote, Shifford and
Chimney Parish Council, 7 November 2021

Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council
Chairman’s Annual Report - Financial Year 2020/21
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Diary
The diary details were correct at the time of going to
press. Please contact individual organizations for more
details

Church Services
St. James, Aston
Service pattern
First Sunday 9.30 Holy Communion
Second Sunday  9.30 Family Service
Third Sunday  9.30 Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday  9.30 Family Service
These services are regularly live streamed via Facebook

Aston and Cote Community Church
at the Fellowship Centre
In our Sunday gatherings over the next few months we are
looking together at the exciting origins and rapid growth of the
early church in our new series: ‘Gospel Wildfire in the Book of
Acts’. Each week there are special activities for children, unless
it is a family service, when everyone stays in the main meeting
for the whole time and we aim to make the worship and talk
accessible to all ages.

 Date
    2 January      4.00pm   Family meeting
    9 January    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School

 16 January    10.30am   'Roots and Rivers’ Celebration.
  The King’s School, Witney

 23 January    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School
 30 January    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School

   6 February    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School
 13 February    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School
 20 February    10.00am   Family Service
  27 February    10.00am   Worship and Sunday School

Do you want to have the chance to be a
500 club winner?

 Please contact us on
500ClubAston@gmail.com or the

Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/AstonCote/

 No.  389 100 V. Hoskins
 No.  334 50 D. Cooper
 No.    89 50 J. Walker
 No.  120 40 I. & B. Philips
 No.  107 30 R. & K. Salmon

 No.    13 25 D. Gale
 No.    46 20 E. Maher
 No.    69 10 S. Batstone
 No.  384 10 R. & C. Bland
 No.  235 5 J. Geary
 No.  223 5 M. Ordish
 No.  426 5 M. Melis

December 2021 Draw

 No.  354 40 K. Norton

 No.    73 30 M. Bricknell

 No.  433 20 P. & C. Jones

 No.    99 10 C. Smith

 No.  134 10 V. Fuller

 No.  102 5 P. Thurman

 No.  113 5 Mrs. Griffiths

 No.  432 5 N. Newman

500 Club Winners
November 2021 Draw

Answers to the Alphabet Quiz
1. Bob Dylan 2, The Dodo. 3, Albrecht
Durer. 4, Doppelganger. 5, Saint Denis.
6, Die Hard. 7, Dendrophobia. 8, The
Dog Star. 9, Potato. 10, Death on the
Nile. 11, Dentistry. 12, Dan Dare. 13,
Diva. 14, Dido 15, Duxford. 16,
Durham. 17, Dancing on Ice. 8, Diwali.
19, Dumbo. 20, Donald Duck.

Answer to Where in the Parish

At Chimney, at the entrance to Chimney
Meadows Nature Reserve office. To
house a defibrillator in early 2022

Crossword Answers

January
Thursday 27th

History Group
Social and Supper
7.30 Fellowship Centre

February
Thursday 3rd

Parish Council
7.30 Village Hall
Wednesday 9th

W.I.
Card Making
7.30 Village Hall
Tuesday 18th

Last day for the return of North Farm
Questionnaire
Thursday 24th

History Group
"Guilds"
A talk by Julian Sayers
7.30 Fellowship Centre

March
Thursday 2nd

Parish Council
7.30 Village Hall
Wednesday 9th
W.I.
Annual Meeting
7.30 Village Hall
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Cryptic Crossword
By Caroline Gray

Across
  1. I am a mate found in Imam's patch (7)
  5. Exams of drudge fractured by the French (1-6)
10. Increases drunk fathers (4)
11. Supersonic havoc creates impact (10)
12. Moheen is trailed by moles singing keys (6)
13. Wise men loan confusing paint colour (8)
14. Beat in a throw and make mousey noise (9)
16. Get up! Curtailed Scottish saint (5)
17. Female alien appears in bed (5)
19. Medic casts eye around Morris activity (9)
23. Croon etc for a musical composition (8)
24. Space at the centre again (6)
26. Rot crashes awkwardly conducted musicians (10)
27. Southeasterly flatulence (4)
28. Uses tat to immortalise a dignitary (7)
29. Cheese sounds locally grown (7)

Down
  2. Clergyman left in small rodents found at centre of
keyboard (6,1)
  3. Greek letter as is sounds melodious (5)
  4. Spooner’s singer on line for a sheet (7)
  6. Lizard room (6)
  7. Tumors via surgery result in dead force (3,6)
  8. Tack backwards round endless weasel to come from
the far east (7)
  9. Run trial comic chaotically in judge's work place (8,5)
15. Chapeau! (6,3)
18. Horse condition of decay following foot (7)
20. Thinker found in intrigues seriously pondered (7)
21. Late confused Frank Sinatra could be certified by
him/her (7)
22. Small fish swears fantastically (6)
25. Lower railway found on beach (5)

Alphabet Quiz
A simple twenty question quiz, but all the answers begin with
the letter D

  1. Who is this singer?
  2. Which flightless bird, pictured above, became extinct in the 1660s?
  3. Who painted this picture, in 1502, of a young hare?
  4. Originally from German, which word describes the ghostly double of a
     living person?
  5. Who is the patron Saint of France?
  6. John McClane is the hero of which series of action movies?
  7. What is the fear of trees called?
  8. The star Sirius has what alternative name?
  9. Desiree is a variety of which vegetable?
10. Due to be released in February 2022 and based on an Agatha Christie
      novel, what is the title of the film, a remake of a 1978 version?
11. Bridging, capping and crowning are terms common to which
     profession?
12. Which science fiction hero appeared in the Eagle comic?
13. What was the Roman name of Chester?
14. What is the stage name of the singer songwriter Florian Cloud de
      Bounevialle Armstrong, who was born in 1971?
15. Which ford on the Thames can be found 3 miles south of Aston?
16. The Riverside is the home of which County Cricket Club?
17. Which television series was originally presented by Phillip Schofield
      and Holly Willoughby?
18. Which Hindu festival is also known as “The Festival of Lights”?
19. What was the name of the big eared elephant that was the star of the
      1941 Disney film?
20. Huey, Dewey and Louie are the nephews of which cartoon character?

Where in the Parish?

Where in the Parish would you find this shelter
and what is it for?

All Answers are on Page 23


