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The Post Office has been Delivered Voices
Donation
Appeal

The Aston Post Office has now
transferred from the Fellowship
Centre to the Aston Community Shop.
The Post Office has its own base
within the shop, in a purpose built
room. It looks splendid. The P.O. is
actually an outreach office from the
Minster Lovell Post Office where the
post master is Michael Nwanze. It will
be Michael or a member of his
friendly staff who will serve you on
either Monday, Wednesday or Friday.
Opening Hours
Monday 9.30 to 12.30
Wednesday 9.30 to 12.30
Friday 12.00 to 3.00
The Post Office sign will only be
displayed when the Post Office is
open, rather like the Royal Standard
which flies when The Queen is in
residence at Buckingham Palace!
Andrew Long

Aston Post Office now at the rear
of Aston Community Shop

We hope you have enjoyed the
editions of ‘Voices’ over the last year.
Voices is distributed to over 550
households in Aston, Cote, Shifford
and Chimney and brings local news,
views and events. An on-line version
can
be
viewed
at
www.astonoxon.com This is brought
to you absolutely free six times a year
and
contains
many
of
the
contributions sent in by you the
readers.
Our fundraising events, advertising
revenue and grants help cover the
£4000 annual printing costs but we
also greatly rely on your donations.
We’re hoping that you will be even
more generous in this appeal as you
have been in the past.
The Aston Community Shop in The
Square have kindly provided the
ability for you to make a donation by
card or cash through their till using
the ‘Voices’ tab. Or you can simply
make a secure donation right now by
bank transfer to Aston Newsletter,
Sort code 09-01-51, Account No.
44115506.
Happy reading.
Richard Haines, Voices Treasurer,
Aston Newsletter

Punch Wilson about to install
The Post Office sign

Next Edition: Last date for articles Thursday 31st December 2020, Publication Saturday 16th January 2021.
Articles may be emailed to astonnewsletter@hotmail.com delivered to 11 Southlands or Penny Black House, The Square.
Editor: Andrew Long (850271), Treasurer: Richard Haines (850855), Advertising: Liz Harper (850346)
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Editorial

mmmm…. The authorised construction traffic route is via North St. but
lorries are frequently spotted using Cote Rd.
The yellow ‘All Site Traffic’ sign which appeared on the sign post in The
Square has caused a few raised eyebrows. It relates to traffic accessing the site
at Bampton. Construction traffic has to access the site and the planners some
time ago decided that the access route would be over the hills through North
Street and on to Bampton via High Street and Bampton Road. We may not like
lorries rumbling through the centre of our village, but there is little that can be
done. However there shouldn’t be any construction traffic moving along Cote
Road, either to the Bampton site, or to the Mathew Homes site near to the
village hall.
Russell la Forte, in his Parish Council report, draws attention to the empty
North Farm site and its future. Sooner or later the land, which is owned by
Oxfordshire County Council, will be developed. The Parish Council want to
find out what people living in the parish, think about North Farm and its future.
Now is the time to have your say.
We at Voices are hoping to begin 2021 with a new recipe column! Please
contact us if you can help. It’s not only recipes we are after, but general food
information which might include where to buy locally sourced products.
In January we would like to publish some lock-down articles from our younger
readers. If you can write something for us, or know someone who can, please
contact the editors. Photographs and drawings are always appreciated! We are
also keen to publish our own in-house crosswords. Why not have a go? Finally,
we also need a volunteer to deliver Voices to the new Hawthorns development
in Cote Road.
Saturday 3rd October was the wettest day for UK-wide rainfall since records
began in 1891. Needless to say the Brook Road was closed....for several days.
The appalling state of the Great Brook will almost certainly mean that further
flooding in the south of the parish will be inevitable. Any helpful suggestions
will be passed on to the Environment Agency!
Editors
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Dear Editors,
My name is Cece (Charlotte Ruth
Clark), I'm 25 and grew up in Aston,
Saxel Close, and my parents still live
there. I also suffer from Cyclical
Vomiting Syndrome (CVS) and have
done for the past 15 years.

Dear Editors,
I have recently retired as caretaker of
Aston and Cote C of E Primary
School. I was there for six and a half
years and they have been amongst
the best of my 49 year working life.
The staff there are a remarkable
group of people. Aston and Cote are
blessed with one of the finest schools
in the country.
I knew it was time for me to think
about retiring when, on my 63rd
Birthday, a member of the staff
asked three children how old I was.
One said 20, another said 23 and the
third said 100. I suddenly realised
who was nearest! Quite often, when I
was standing next to one of the
teachers, a younger child would ask
if I was the teacher’s dad!
At a special assembly I was given a
lovely send off, complete with
messages of goodwill from every
class. They are wonderful and will be
kept, along with a memory pebble I
picked, in a prominent place at
home. The cards from the children
show me with all kinds of tools and
included their thanks for my efforts
to keep the school looking its best.
There are many special comments
about missing me and thanking me,
but I will close with the comment
from one youngster:

I attended Aston and Cote Primary
school and then went on to The Henry
Box School. I left home after going to
University in Exeter 2013 and went on
to become a maths teacher. I still,
however, come home regularly to the
countryside and to see my family.
After university, I completed the
Teach First Program as a secondary
maths teacher and before starting a
new job in London, I braved a trip to
Asia as a solo female traveller with
Charlotte Clark
this chronic illness. I experienced the
trials of travelling as a female alone, dealing with the loss of my grandma
whilst away, becoming severely ill during an earthquake in Japan but, alongside
all of this, encountered many selfless acts of kindness from people around the
world.
I am trying to bring awareness about invisible illnesses and so I’ve selfpublished my first book, “Chikara: Stronger Than You Look”, in which I
describe my travels in Asia as a young female with a chronic illness. I also
hope to donate 15% of any author royalties I may make to the CVSA UK (A
small charity dedicated to helping CVS sufferers and their families).
I just thought this might possibly be something Voices would be interested in
as I think a lot of my experiences in life started from my childhood growing up
in Aston.
In case you are interested, here is the
link:
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ChikaraStronger-Than-You-Lookebook/dp/B08GLV1BTZ/ref=sr_1_2?
dchild=1&keywords=chikara&qid=1
601829829&sr=8-2

Dear Mr Haskell, good luck in your
retirement. Have a peaceful end of
your life.

My Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/chikarast
ory/

Well, it is certainly the end of
something special.

Charity Page:
http://www.cvsa.org.uk/
Thank you ever so much in advance.

John Haskell (Rtd)

Best wishes,
Cece (Charlotte Clark)
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Parish Council News
With November now upon us, the minds of the Parish Council are now focussed upon
planning the budget (including consideration of the Precept) for the next Financial
Year (2021/22), which has to be agreed no later than January. Without wishing to jinx
it, I am pleased to say that this year’s budget has (so far) proceeded according to plan
with no unforeseen challenges, issues or surprises, so this will provide a solid basis
upon which to consider next year.
The last couple of months has seen positive news on our traffic calming measures. The
automation of the 20mph signs by the School has now been completed and the new
village signage has now been delivered, with installation arrangements ongoing.
The public consultation event arranged by OCC in September regarding the proposed
children’s home on Back Lane was well attended and provided valuable feedback to
OCC planners. We still intend installing a defibrillator in Cote, but technical surveys
have shown that reconnecting the required electricity supply has increased costs
beyond the agreed budget and we are therefore in the process of seeking grants to
bridge the gap. Sadly, there have been further instances of fly-tipping in the Parish.
Residents are advised to report all such instances via the new WODC Fly-tipping
Reporting System, details of which can be found in an article in this edition of Voices.
And finally ………

North Farm – We Want Your Views
The Parish Council has been investigating what Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
intend to do with the North Farm site on North Street in Aston. The Parish Council is
concerned that the OCC-owned site has been empty for several years, is becoming
increasingly derelict and could potentially eventually become yet another high-density
development site. We believe that the community, through the Parish Council, should
be involved in determining the future of the site, ideally as a community-led
development that maximises the social and other benefits to the Parish.
We have therefore been in initial, informal discussions with WODC Planners and a
local builder to understand in broad terms what might be feasible. Initial ideas include
a Community (commercial/social) Hub, affordable housing, public parking and
green/recreational space. The Parish Council is putting forward, in tandem with this
public consultation, a paper to Bluestone Planning Ltd as OCC’s land agents on our
initial thoughts, in principle, to get an understanding of what might be possible on the
site.
Before any formal commitment by the Parish Council however, public consultation
with parish residents is vital, and we are asking for your views on the principle of
community involvement in the development of North Farm, and any detailed
suggestions regarding the sort of facilities/usage you would like to see. We would ask
that responses are emailed to astonpc@live.co.uk or by post to the Clerk, 16 Foxwood,
Aston, OX18 2DZ by the 20th December. There will of course, be further
opportunities for residents to offer their views should the project develop further.
Russell La Forte,
Chairman Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council
4

New fly-tipping reporting service

Advertising in this
edition
Building Services
Cotswold Kiwi
Drew Warren
S.J. Cooper
Wayne Austin

Food and Drink
Patrick Strainge butchers
Aston Community Shop

Garden Services
Arbocare Tree Surgery
Hoskins Horticulture
Lawnscience

Recent fly-tipping on the road to Chimney

Halls for hire
Residents will be able to report fly-tips more easily thanks to an improved service from
West Oxfordshire District Council.
A new online form will allow the user to pinpoint the fly-tip on an interactive map so
they don’t have to spend time trying to describe the location or looking up a postcode.
That makes it is easier for the Council team to locate and with previously reported
cases visible, it also means less duplication, allowing a quicker investigation and cleanup.
If a resident calls for more information about their report, the customer services team
can give more detailed case information on the spot.
To report a fly-tip see: https://community.westoxon.gov.uk/s/fly-tip
Source: West Oxfordshire District Council Communications Team

Now that the nights are drawing in…
…it’s the perfect time to start experimenting with long exposure
photography.
Taking photos of fireworks relies on a short exposure to catch the
firework without blur; night sky photography relies on long
exposure in order to get light into the camera.
Most cameras and even phones will take long exposure photos. You will need to look
for the "shutter speed" setting which is measured in seconds. Normally your camera
will be at 1/500ish which means the shutter stays open for one 500th of a second. Long
exposure photos can be 10 seconds and higher, you will need to experiment!
The most important thing when taking long exposure shots is to keep the camera
perfectly still. A tripod is ideal but you can use a pillow and lay the camera on it. Point
it at the sky in the dark, set the exposure to 10 seconds or more and take the photo using the self-timer or delay feature will avoid movement. One thing to bear in mind is
that long exposure photos take longer to save than normal so be patient after the shutter
had clicked closed.
You can also play around with "Light Painting" - grab a torch, stand a few feet back
from the camera and get someone to start a long exposure shot. Make a pattern or write
in the air with the torch. Alternatively flash the torch at yourself and then move to
somewhere else in the frame and do the same again to appear in the photo multiple
times.
Basically just play around and experiment - now that cameras are digital you aren't
wasting film!
Andrew Sparrowhawk

Aston Village Hall
Fellowship Centre

Health and well being
Circuit Training
GP Acupuncture
Natural Therapy Hut
Karen Miller massage
Martin Drew chiropodist
Reiki Therapy
Roger Bradley Fitness
Sandalwoods skin clinic

Home Care
AJS Painting & Decorating
Grimebusters carpet cleaners
Shaun Guard tv aerials
Carpet Options

Pets
Cloud Ten cat hotel
OXK9 Dog walking

Services
Aston Repair Depot
Catrin Russ Music Services
Day & Nightcare Assistance
Robin Thornton Maths Tutoring
Jequier Newitt insurance
Nick Nurden – Motor Body Repairs
Paul Lock Photography
Peter Smith funeral directors
Vicky's After School Club
Firewood for sale

Village organizations
Aston & Cote Badminton
Aston & Cote Pre-School

Local Authority
Aston and Cote P.C.
WODC Hilary Fenton
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What do we know about Rainbows?
Firstly, what are rainbows? Rainbows are formed when sunlight
shines through the water droplets. The light is refracted (bent)
and reflected and this causes the amazing colours that you see.
Rainbows are made up of all seven colours that come from
light. These colours are red, orange, yellow, green, blue indigo
and violet. Rainbows normally appear from rain, but they can
happen whenever light is being bent inside of water droplets.
They can be seen in mist, fog, spray and dew
So why are rainbows curved? First of all, it is because raindrops
are round. And, you aren’t seeing a “projection” or “beam” of
light across the sky. Instead, what you see are individual
raindrops of different colours – the colour being dependent on
where you are standing. No two people can see the same
rainbow! For example, the “red” raindrop you are seeing will be
a different colour to someone standing apart from you. It’s also
why you will never find the pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow, since the rainbow “moves” as you do. Everyone sees
something different.
Can you touch a rainbow? No, since rainbows are not an “object” or a “thing”; they
cannot be touched. They are made up of light that is reflected and bent and you cannot
feel light when it shines.
Where is the end of the rainbow? There is no end to a rainbow. Even though they look
like an arch to us, rainbows are actually full circles. NASA calls a circular rainbow a
Glory. So, how do we see a full circle rainbow? If we are fortunate to see a rainbow
from an elevated position, such as an aeroplane or from a mountain top, and can look
down on the rainbow it can be seen as a full circle. We only see some of the circle
because we usually view the rainbow from the ground.
We can make our own rainbow if we have sunshine and a water hose. Simply stand
with your back against the sun, so you are facing away from it. Then spray water away
from you. You will probably have to experiment with the angle and perhaps the nozzle
size but you can create a mini-rainbow in your back garden.

Editors’ Note
Walking around the parish we see lots of rainbows on display and you may have
wondered what they are all about. Putting a rainbow picture in your windows is an
attempt to cheer up people passing by. Rainbows are often seen as a symbol of hope,
simply because they often appear with the sun after heavy rainfall. We have included
this article which gives an explanation of the lovely phenomenon which is the rainbow.

Some Jokes to make you Smile
1. My dad told me to invest my money in bonds. So I bought 100 copies of
Goldfinger.
2. I heard a rumour that Cadbury is bringing out an oriental chocolate bar. Could be a
Chinese Wispa.
3. Jokes about white sugar are rare. Jokes about brown sugar; Demerara.
4. A cowboy asked me if I could help him round up 18 cows. I said; ‘Yes, of course. –
That’s 20 cows’
5. A thesaurus is great. There’s no other word for it
6. I went to buy a watch, and the man in the shop said ‘Analogue?’ I said; ‘No, just a
watch.
7. Crime in multi-storey car parks. That is wrong on so many different levels.
8. I have two boys, 5 and 6. We’re no good at naming things in our house
9. I needed a password eight characters long so I picked Snow White and the Seven
Dwarves.
10. I was playing chess with my friend and he said; ‘Let’s make this interesting’. So we
stopped playing chess.
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1st Aston Brownies.
The unit is now well into the autumn term,
and we have welcomed three new
brownies to the unit which is great.
The weekly meetings are held from 6 till
7.30 every Monday on Zoom this will
continue till the last date of this term
which is the 14th, December. The unit will
review the whole situation regarding the
spring term meetings face to face or via
Zoom nearer the time. The Zoom platform
is proving quite challenging, as of course
we miss all being together face to face,
however the feedback that we are getting from those attending the Monday meetings is
that they are really enjoying themselves and we are still managing to keep to the Badge
Programme, and working through the various Skills Builders, but obviously we would
ideally love to all be together face to face.
However, thankfully technology has meant we are still able to continue virtually. Any
brownies that have chosen not to attend the Zoom meetings are emailed the information
so that no brownie misses out.
At the beginning of this term the girls were asked to write down what life for them has
been like since the COVID-19 arrived. Their details along with various unit badges will
all be gathered together and added to a time capsule and once we are all back together
again we plan to go and bury the time capsule as a record of 2020 and the 1st Aston
Brownie Unit. We did ask the girls to read to us their individual contributions for the
time capsule which proved to be quite emotional for the adults listening to the views of
7/8/9-year olds, and what this has meant to them.
As I write we are organising for one brownie plus one accompanying adult to lay a
wreath on behalf of the unit at the memorial in the square on Remembrance Sunday,
hopefully this will go ahead.
Sadly, we will not be doing any rehearsals for our Christmas Concert this year at St.
James Church, which the girls love doing, but again once we are all back face to face I
am sure we will put something together and given the opportunity we would be more
than happy to preform it.
I have attached a photo of the Conquering the Covid-19 Crisis in 2020, Woven Badge.
The badge was designed by a 12 year old guide. It was launched to recognise and thank
all key workers and volunteers for the amazing work they are doing during the Covid19 pandemic, half of the sale profits will be donated to the NHS Charities Together
Covid-19 Urgent Appeal, with the remaining profits to be used by Girlguiding to help
the charity to continue to support the activities/entertainment for girls and young
women. The unit has purchased one badge for each girl in the unit.
The unit is always in a position to welcome enquiries for new girls to join, for more
details please get in touch with me Karen on 07887974468 or
karenthegardener123@gmail.com
Stay Safe,
Karen Stay - Brownie Leader.
11. My friend told me he was going to a fancy dress party as an Italian island. I said to
him; ‘Don't be Sicily’.
12. I’ve been happily married for four years - out of a total of 10
13. Why is Henry’s wife covered in tooth marks? Because he’s Tudor
14. I just deleted all the German names off my phone. It’s Hans fre
15. What’s the difference between a ‘hippo’ and a ‘Zippo’? One is really heavy; the
other is a little lighter
16. I’m sure wherever my dad is; he’s looking down on us. He’s not dead, just very
condescending.
17. I’m good friends with 25 letters of the alphabet… I don’t know Y.
18. I saw a documentary on how ships are kept together. Riveting!
19. My mum’s so pessimistic, that if there was an Olympics for pessimism… she
wouldn’t fancy her chances.
20. The world tongue-twister champion just got arrested. I hear they’re gonna give him
a really tough sentence.
Paul Lock
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Toys left out in the rain
As a small child I would play in the
garden, come in when it rained, and
very often leave some toys outside.
They were not always still there when I
went outside again (tidied away most
probably by some careful grown-up) or
altered beyond recognition by the rain.
My life in lockdown, is heading in the
same direction. So many things, which
lockdown obliged me to leave behind,
are no longer there. Shops are closing.
Societies and activities, in the face of
seemingly insurmountable difficulties
may never re-start. This seems to be
happening to a lot of people.
We are forgetting how to do things losing our social skills
An elderly friend in Carterton screwed
up his courage recently to take a bus
ride into Witney as a practice run for a
clinic appointment later in the week.
He had many anxieties:• would the timetable have
changed?
• how to pay – cash? Bus pass?
Card?
• How close would he be to other
passengers?
All these problems he would have
taken in his stride before lockdown but
he had lost his confidence.
The commerce of everyday life which
we took for granted – the shops, the
chats with neighbours, the social
gatherings, coffee mornings, lunch
clubs, societies and village fetes - will
they still be there or gone for good
when we eventually emerge from
lockdown?
Knowing Aston, I predict all these
mainstays of village life will come
back. Like the toys which were
carefully put away for another day.
They will be taken out, brushed off and
put back into use.
Aston will bounce back – Already you
have your village shop!
Christmas is going to be different but
look forward to a better New Year.

Brenda Smith
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Christmas is going to be
different this year
Take Christmas shopping for a start
Shops are disappearing and getting to
them more complicated. So shopping
online could be the ‘in’ thing this year.
In the Smith household there could be
quite a few surprises especially for me
as the buyer.
Already my prowess with online
shopping has resulted in 200 unwanted
onion sets, a tray of mixed herbs for
planting which turned out to be
geraniums, and a very near squeak
when ordering one not eleven pairs of
jeans.
My sister in law has suggested that,
instead of sending her a present
involving much head scratching,
wrapping and posting that I might give
a donation to charity instead. Knowing
my online skills I shall probably end
up sending a goat to Albania instead of
Tanzania.
IT is a complete minefield to me. But
IT FOR CATS!!? There is now a
computer game for cats. A white
mouse appears on an iPad screen and
scoots all over it in response to
prodding from the cat. Could this be
the ‘must have’ toy this Christmas?
Back to the on-line shopping. Hampers
could be a good idea but I wonder how
many of the tiny jars of chutney and
packs of pickled olives, which seem to
appear in every hamper, actually get
eaten?
Determined not to be beaten I face my
nemesis – the computer – and switch it
on only to fall at the first hurdle. What
on earth are COOKIES and where is
the option to say “No”? Does this
mean I will have a packet of biscuits in
every hamper?
Eventually, having chosen my item,
filled in my contact details and
‘proceeded to checkout’ I meet the
final hurdle –PASSWORD. I have lots.
Pick any one of half a dozen. All are
rejected. Give up and start again
tomorrow. How many shopping days
have I got left to Christmas?

Marco goes off to school too
Marco’s school closed as all schools did
in March. So he stayed with us longer
than expected. We had to do a bit of
home schooling with him under guidance
from the Guide Dog for the Blind
Association (GDBA). Also during initial
lockdown, I would walk him in the
morning and Richard my husband would
walk him in the afternoon. So he got out
more than we did.
Marco who is a golden retriever is part of
the Puppy Walking Scheme for GDBA.
We picked him up from the Guide Dog
breeding centre in December 2018 at
seven weeks old, a little bundle of fluff.
When he was fully vaccinated I took him
into Aston and Cote School classrooms
to socialise him and to tell the children of
his work. As he grew I started training
him around the village and in Witney,
wearing his puppy walking training coat.
Some of the children would recognise
him and say ‘look there is Marco’.
Marco should have gone off to school in
early 2020. His school reopened in
September so we had him for 21 months.
We think of Marco as a mature student!
He was picked up at 8.30am on the 8th
September with his favourite toy. His
training school is in Redbridge, Essex. In
the day he is at school and at night and
the weekends he lives with a family. We
have had phone calls and the card from
his trainer Helen to let us know he has
settled in well with his classmates. The
basic training normally takes 16 weeks
but it may take longer. Then he goes on
to advance training and hopefully will
then be matched with his blind or
partially sighted new owner.

Marco on an early outing

Susan Haines

It is certainly going to be different this
year!

Brenda Smith

Classmates (l-r) Kurt, Barney and Marco
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Volunteering at Chimney Meadows
Volunteering can be a most
rewarding hobby and there are so
many opportunities. My huge
fortune is to live in Aston next to
Chimney Conservation area. I
was invited to join the Chimney
Volunteer Group two years ago.
We help on two Thursdays a
month and there are other
groupings to complete specific
tasks. They are all basically
outdoors and require a certain
amount of fitness to walk
distances between different
working locations. Tasks are
varied, but three of my favourites
are:
1. Clearing gaps alongside a
“Elphric”, a Dexter bull
stretch of water for vegetation to
grow and nourish a potential
group of water voles (the land belongs to Mrs. Wellesley and she made sausage rolls
for us – bonus).
2. Checking the fields in June / July for ragwort; a bright yellow flower which is
poisonous to cattle / horses in hay. The flower is a Government listed weed – one of
three (by law Councils should clear this from roadsides!). The volunteers tramp in a
line back and forth, gossiping whilst pulling up the weeds.
3. Cattle Counting. The photo is of “Elphric”, a Dexter bull. He has a good job when
drafted in to father next year’s calves with his eleven cows. Last year he managed
eleven! The Dexters are a small breed and appear placid, helping to eat down the rough
grass and allowing wild flowers for the benefit of the butterflies. Sheep in the photo –
the black ones are Hebridean and others are Beulahs. There are several small flocks. It
is good exercise checking and counting them, no matter what the weather is doing.
The social side of volunteering is also rewarding; we are a mixed group of housewives,
a doctor, engineers and a retired school teacher to list a few. Under strict Covid rules
the group led by Lucy Garrod is reduced to only eight volunteers, no making tea /
coffee, and social distancing. We look forward to the virus being repelled and return to
our helpful practices.
Q. Why are rivers lazy? Because they never get off their beds.

Lizzie Wood

Aston-based photographer.
Available for weddings, portraits,
events and commercial work.
Please contact me for a free, no obligation
consultation.
Tel: 01993 851217
Email: pjlphoto@yahoo.com
Web: www.pjlphoto.co.uk
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Hebridean and Beulahs sheep

Aston Community Shop
Thank you to everyone who has been using the Community Shop. With this second
partial lockdown, we feel that the shop will prove more than ever to be a valuable
amenity for the community.
We have over 30 regular volunteers plus around another dozen, who are ready to fill
gaps in our rota when necessary, so it really is a huge team effort! We would still like
to hear from more people, so if you think you could spare some time to help, please let
us know. With more volunteers, we may be able to fulfil our ambition to open all day
on weekdays.

Our current opening hours are:
Monday to Thursday 8.30am – 2pm and 5–7pm
Friday
8.30am – 7pm
Saturday
8.30am – 2pm
Sunday
9.00am – 12 noon
As well as the Post Office moving in, other developments include becoming a
collection point for The Besom in Witney, which provides food and other items for
people in need in the area. For more information about how The Besom operates, visit
their website www.witneybesom.org or speak to Roger Crossley, one of our shop
volunteers.
We have received lots of suggestions for products to stock and have responded by
buying in many of these things. In addition, we have recently added some gluten-free
items, frozen ready meals and local honey from Millets Farm, together with extending
our range of fruit and vegetables. Keep your suggestions coming and we will do our
best to supply what you want.
If you have enjoyed any of the delicious jams, jellies or chutneys from KJ Preserves,
feel free to return your empty, clean jars. It’s a small gesture towards one of our aims to
‘reduce, re-use and recycle’ and every little helps, plus for each jar returned we will get
some pennies back from KJ, which we will donate to Besom.
Finally, please remember to follow the Covid guidelines that we have put in place – a
maximum of 4 customers in the shop, wear a mask, use the hand sanitizer provided and
only handle the goods you intend to buy. That way we can all stay as safe as possible.
Liz Wilson on behalf of Aston Community Shop

You should never go back
I frequently visit my native village of Cosgrove in Northamptonshire,
which is situated on the banks of the Grand Union Canal. As a child I
lived for a time in one of three humble cottages by the canal, near to an
original brewery which was used as a warehouse. Cosgrove was an untidy village, but
now there are well-designed houses standing in the original open spaces. The brewery
accommodates quality apartments and the humble cottages have been replaced by
houses with balconies overlooking the canal.
The house which stands on our cottage site is for sale, and within my price range, so I
thought about buying it. But not for long - how would I feel after the novelty of living
back by the canal had faded? No village shop, playing field or other social spaces apart
from the Village Hall, and just one of three original public houses open - but only as a
restaurant, usually frequented by people living outside the village. I understand that
practically everybody who lived in the village before 1959 (the year I moved away) has
gone.
So I will stay in Aston, and I am very happy to do so. People are friendly and helpful,
and good amenities exist. The village is pleasant to walk around, and I have discovered
further treasures when out walking during the lockdown and since. I take a walk when
my cleaners come; they ask me how long will I be and I say, "It depends on how many
people I see."
I have lived here for 30 years, and I now realise that I am beginning to hear items of
gossip before the Founts of All Knowledge*. So I feel that I have really arrived now.
* See Voices - May/June 2019.
Robert Jones.
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Nature Natters

Gardening Notes

Little owls

October so far has been wet, wet, wet and I long for some
dry weather in November.
It’s difficult to garden outside at present – so stay dry, go
inside and pot up a few bulbs to flower in February and
March as a foretaste of spring. Pots of gritty compost do
well put by a wall, or similar cold frame to grow under a
mulch of grit. This keeps weeds at bay and prevents
splashes of mud on flowers (but watch out for mice!).
Good to try is Tete a tete producing tiny daffodils always
early. Plant in garden after February, Gold (small very
early), Jet Fire (gold cups), Haweria and Minnow (very
tiny). Early Dutch iris are vivid blue or yellow or deepest
purple. Snowdrops or Sillas are also good. Or any of the
crocus – snow bunting is my favourite, deep cream and
always reliable).

Two little owls, seen together in a garden in Bampton
Road, Aston.
(photo courtesy of Peter Dempsey)
An owl is the only bird that really has a face. An owl
looks straight at you: it almost looks through you, so
people think of them as either wise or menacing. Other
birds have their eyes on the sides of their heads, but owls
have both eyes looking forwards giving them excellent
3-D vision which helps them spot their prey. Some owl
species even have feathers that look like ‘ears’ on the top
of their heads. Add the heart-shaped marking and the face
is complete.
We have three species of owl in the village – barn owls,
tawny owls and little owls, and little owls are one of our
sweetest birds. They are a bit smaller than a thrush, and
you often see them in the evening, sitting very upright on a
post or a small building, and when alarmed they have the
endearing habit of bobbing up and down.

Do take in any fleshy plants such as Agave and Eclivera to
prevent frost blowing them to a cool greenhouse, but frost
free. Sedums however, will take any cold and I grow them
in shallow terracotta pans, with grit mulch on top. They
soon fill the space. They look good on the top of a wall or
step as an extra feature. A good type is the cobweb sedum,
lovely silvery threads on each rosette.
If you have planted prepared Hyacinth now is the time to
take out of their dark place, bring into the light on a
window sill or similar, but not over a radiator. Put them
together in big bowls, I plant mine in individual pots to
force and then, choose ones with the same amounts of
green shoots to put together, about one inch is ideal.
Instead of using precious moss to cover soil use a few
twigs, such as hazel, to lay amongst shoots, and give
support when flowers come. When finished plant out in
the garden in one patch. After a few years you will have a
good show each year in one spot. Very good bulb sellers
are J. Parker of Manchester, lots of offers!

What comes as a surprise to most people is the fact that
they are not native to Britain. They were introduced from
Italy in the 19th Century by two landowners, one in Kent
and the other in Northamptonshire. They bred
successfully and by the end of that century they had
reached most of England and Wales.
No sooner had they arrived than gamekeepers noticed that
they had hooked beaks and decided that they were a threat
to pheasant and partridge chicks, so they started killing
them. That’s particularly ironic because they had been
introduced to control garden pests such as mice and
beetles, and this is exactly what they do eat. The unusual
thing is that as an introduced species, little owls have
thrived and seem to have caused no damage to the natural
community, which suggests that they filled a vacant
ecological niche, and that is rare.
James Gray
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Tete a tete tiny daffodils

Greenfinch

The Bank of Flowers
Back in the summer, I wrote about

how I found myself doing a little
stint at the Pottery helping Stephen to
put around 2,000 plants into the large
bank behind the summerhouse. Fast
forward a few months and I have to
say it now looks amazing despite my
hapless efforts. Back in June,
climbing endlessly up and down the
muddy bank planting lots of small
dull-looking green things, I never
imagined that within a few short
weeks, it would transform itself into
such a riot of amazing colour.
Stephen says that the plants need a
Before
good couple of years to really establish
themselves, so I can’t wait to see how they
look then. The other thing that I find
incredible is the amount of wildlife that the
flowers attract – one evening during the

summer, there were literally thousands
of bees busily going about their
business, a lovely sight and sound in
these times when wildlife is under such
constant threat.

After

I’ve been fortunate enough to be able to
visit a few country houses over the
summer, many of which had their own
lovely gardens. Maybe I’m a bit biased
now, but compared to the bank they all

seemed a bit safe and quite similar
to each other. It’s a real testament
to Stephen’s vison and passion for
his gardening that he has managed
to create something that is so
beautiful and unique, and the best
part is that it’s just down the road
for all of us. These are
challenging times for everyone, so
if your spirits need a bit of a lift
then pop down to the pottery and
take a look at the flowers while
they’re still in bloom – I
guarantee you’ll love it.
Paul Lock
Bzzzzzz
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A Poor State of Repairs
The bridge at the end of Cote Mile

There are at least two bridges in the
parish that are damaged. One is at the
Cote turning along the Bull Street to
Chimney Road, sometimes known as
Beddle's Turn, the other is at the Yelford
end of the Cote Mile.
Both these bridges are an eyesore and
are also probably dangerous. The red and
white striped tape draws attention to
them, which it should - the tape is
variously called hazard tape or barrier

The bridge at Beddle’s Turn

500 Club Winners
September 2020 Draw
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

329
119
309
85
267
113
210
63

40
30
£20
£10
£10
£5
£5
£5

J. Eastland-Jones
M. Halsey
D. & C. Hill
M. Watkinson
D. Donald
Mrs. Griffiths
B. Smith
C. Russ

October 2020 Draw
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
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263 40 D.Sayers
407 30 M. Drew
341 20 B.P. & C. Parry-Jones
351 £10 V. Green
295 £10 V. Faulkner
226 £5 S.Revell
71 £5 B. & N. Lings
376 £5 L.King

tape. The tape is a temporary measure,
designed to warn people of danger until
the problem is fixed. However, the tape
has been up for a long time, in the case
of Beddle's turn for years.
Now, if we had something that was an
eyesore and potentially dangerous to
others on our property we would get it
fixed. Yet the bridges, the responsibility
of Oxfordshire County Council
Highways, remain unrepaired.
Is there a "Fix my Bridge" website?
Andrew Long

What’s in a name?

The old Saint Joseph’s

What do Buscot, Grafton, Radcot, Rushey, Shifford and Northmoor have in common?
The discerning reader will know that they are the names of locks on the Upper Thames.
They are also the names of the properties on the Westfield House site now known as
Saint Joseph’s Court.
Westfield House itself has been divided into two properties, Grafton House and Radcot
House. The four new detached houses are Buscot House, Rushey House, Shifford
House and Northmoor House. The whole development is to be called St Joseph’s
Court. The old Westfield House was built in 1913 and was part of The Aston Training
School, which was a school that trained young girls for service. The school closed in
1924 and the building in Bampton Road, renamed Saint Joseph’s, has since then been
used for a number of different purposes, latterly as a nursery for
children.
In 1937 it became the home of 30
refugee children from the Spanish Civil
War. A blue plaque which
commemorated this period in the
building’s history was unveiled in July
2004. The plaque is to be reinstalled on
the new reincarnation of the old Saint
Joseph’s. A more detailed study of this
interesting house is given in "The
History of Aston" which goes on sale in
March 2021.
Andrew Long

ACTS Presents
At ACTS, with the autumn nights drawing in, Val Crowson has been thinking how we
can overcome the problems of bringing you one of our plays during lockdown. She
came up with the idea of a radio play, which could be performed with the requisite
number of people under Covid restrictions. Val has adapted and directed a radio play
for you, Shoscombe Old Place by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. I’m sure the cast members
will be familiar to you! The run is about 25 minutes so why not make a cuppa and draw
up a chair?
You can hear it on YouTube, just click on the link, https://youtu.be/3nPWfXaTphQ.
We’d love your feedback.
Popps Hoskins Aston and Cote Thespian Society
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Remembrance Sunday
On Remembrance Sunday at 2.45, under
permitted lockdown restriction, a lowkey wreath laying commemoration took
place at the War Memorial in The
Square. The short ceremony was led by
the Vicar, Reverend Canon Janice
Collier and wreaths were laid by
representatives from Parish Council, The
W.I. and the 1st Aston Brownies.
Many households in the Parish had also
observed the two minutes silence at
11.00am in their homes or outside on
their doorsteps.

Wreath laying at the War Memorial

Richard Haines

Christmas Reads
Well, here we are nearly at the end of a year
like no other, expecting a Christmas like no
other too. It is almost a tiny bit of normality
to recommend books for the festive season,
such as it may be, so here goes…
This year there seem to be more than normal
biographies of the rich and famous such as
David Jason – A Del of a Life, Noel
Fitzpatrick – How Animals Saved My Life:
Being The Supervet, The Dreamer, an
Autobiography by Cliff Richard, My Life in Red and White by Arsene Wenger and
Wake Up by Piers Morgan, Why the world has gone Nuts to name a few.
As far as fiction goes, Richard Osman (of Pointless fame) has a number one bestseller,
The Thursday Murder Club which apparently is both smart and funny. The Secret
Messenger is a gripping new historical fiction novel by Mandy Robotham. If you want
uplifting and gripping, then A Thousand Roads Home by Carmel Harrington will fit the
bill. The ever-popular Wilbur Smith has Call of the Raven. The Wives by Tarryn Fisher
is “the sexiest thriller of 2020” if that’s your cup of tea! If you’re a fan of Robert
Galbraith then novel number five in the Cormoran Strike series is Troubled Blood. The
Missing Letters of Mrs Bright by Beth Miller is an absolutely feel good novel about
love, loss and taking chances.
There are plenty of lovely cookbooks for presents (or to keep!) such as Simple
Comforts by Mary Berry, The Hand and Flowers Cookbook by Tom Kerridge, 7 Ways,
Easy Ideas for Every Day of the Week by Jamie Oliver and Cook, Eat, Repeat:
Ingredients, recipes and stories by Nigella Lawson.
For children, David Walliams has Code Name Bananas, The Danger Gang by Tom
Fletcher and David Baddiel has Future Friend.
Lastly if any book sums up light at the end of the tunnel in 2020 it is Tomorrow Will Be
A Good Day: My Autobiography by Captain Tom Moore.
Stephanie Blackey
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News from Aston & Cote C of E Primary School

It was wonderful to welcome the children and
staff back to school at the beginning of
September. Some things are a little different –
staggered drop off and pick up times, sitting in
rows instead of groups, being in “bubbles” to
name but a few. However, I am delighted to
say that the essence of school is the same as it
ever was – inspiring learning experiences are
still being delivered across the school on a
daily basis and our dedicated staff team continue to engage the children in their
learning in creative and exciting ways.
Our whole school topic has been “Marvellous Me” during which we considered just
how special each one of us is. Our older children have now moved on to topics about
Ancient Greece and Ancient Egypt which they are also enjoying.
Children and staff have enjoyed learning outside as much as possible. The children in
Windmill 1 and 2 have weekly sessions in our Forest School area and all classes have
used our grounds for learning in Art, Maths, English and Science.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions regarding the number of people who can fit in the school
hall, we have moved our collective worship outdoors – it has been lovely for the whole
school to be able to meet safely together. We have focused on our value of
“Thankfulness”, taking time to consider the many things that we can be grateful for,
even in difficult times such as these. We have also revisited our school Bible story,
“The Parable of the Talents” and have thought about how we can grow our own talents.
We have particularly enjoyed welcoming back Reverend Janice who leads our worship
every Monday.
Instead of packing out St James’ church for our Harvest Festival, we took it online this
year – each class performed a short song or poem which parents could view on Class
Dojo. We also collected dried and tinned food for Besom, a charity that supports people
in need in our local area.
Our Macmillan Coffee Morning also looked a bit different this year – children got to
enjoy the cakes instead of the parents! We were delighted to raise just over £100 for
this very worthwhile charity.
Usually at this time of year, we welcome parents of children who will be starting
Reception Class in September to visit us during the school day to help them decide
which school they would like to apply for. Unfortunately, that is not possible this year
because of COVID-19 restrictions. However, Mrs Chadwick and I are showing small
groups of parents around after school by prior arrangement so please contact the school
office if you or anyone you know would like to arrange a visit.
We currently have a vacancy for a part- time caretaker (10 – 15 hours per week) so if
you enjoy DIY and fancy joining our team, please contact the school office for more
information (office.3120@aston-and-cote.oxon.sch.uk or 01993 850435).
Fiona Taylor – Headteacher
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Magnet Fishing
Yes, that’s right, fishing with a magnet. Sounds simple – it is. If you are stuck for ideas
to get the kids out in the fresh air – here’s one thought.
During the early Covid period of this year, I was riding my bike towards Shifford Lock
and happened to follow David McKnight from Back Lane, his son and daughter, plus
the dog. They were pedalling towards the Thames for a ‘magnet fishing session. I
tagged along and watched, fascinated by the action. One of them would throw a fairly
heavy magnet attached to a long strong cord and then they would pull in their find. The
dog leapt in every time as well. Whilst I was present, they hauled in some long nails.
David explained that these probably came from a canal barge late 1800s, which had
travelled up and down from London to the North, when waterways were motorways for
coal and other goods. (Unfortunately, I did not have my camera, and for the photo I
posed David in his garden pond. He wore waders to make the picture more realistic!)

David in his garden pond and inset
his catch

His children were introduced to this hobby at an early age and loved it, seeing stuff you
could pull out of the river. Covid has kept people indoors and it is more important than
ever to get exercise and fresh air.
Equipment – the magnet can be bought via the Internet and usually costs around £25.
Strong cord will be found at a hardware shop. That seems all you need to start.
The do’s and don’ts. On private land you must get permission from the owner. I spoke
to an Environment Agency representative and although not openly encouraging, they
would like “fishers” to dispose of non-exciting objects carefully, and not abandon stuff
on the river bank; that inconveniences other people and wildlife. In London safes, guns,
shopping trolleys and parking meters have been recovered.
Things hidden in the water, maybe industrial heritage pieces; you can make this a
hobby that even the weather cannot ruin.
Just hang up a sign “Gone Fishing”.
Riddle: What can’t walk but can run? A river.
Lizzie Wood

Victims First
Have you been affected by a crime or
abuse?
Victims First is managed by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for the
Thames Valley and provides free emotional and practical support to victims and
witnesses of crime. Any victim of crime or abuse living in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
or Oxfordshire is eligible to receive support, regardless of the crime they experienced,
when it took place, or whether or not they have chosen to report the crime to the police.
Victims First tailors support to meet an individual’s needs. This can include telephone
or face-to-face support, advocacy, (including help to access other services such as drug
and alcohol services and legal services), support through the criminal justice system (if
you have reported the crime to the police) and therapeutic counselling.
People may also be referred to one of the specialist services, including services to
support victims of sexual violence, domestic abuse and exploitation and a Young
Victims Service which supports children and young victims of crime aged 5 - 18 as
well as offering whole family support.
Matthew Barber Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner said, “Victims First has
supported victims of crime throughout the corona virus pandemic and will continue to
do so during this second national lockdown. If you have been affected by crime or are
experiencing abuse at home and need support, I encourage you to get in contact and
speak confidentially to one of our Victims First Officers who will be able to offer you
advice, emotional support and practical help.”
Victims First can be contacted on 0300 1234 148 or through the website www.victimsfirst.org.uk by Live Chat or by completing an online referral form.
Sarah Stokes
Communications and Engagement Officer
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner
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Recipe
Steak and Kidney Pudding in a Pressure Cooker
Serves two generous portions
Total cooking time one hour instead of three to four

Filling
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

250gm Steak and Kidney
Plain flour
Mixed herbs
One onion
Salt
Pepper
Marmite / Worcestershire sauce
Beef stock cube
750ml water
Oil for frying

Suet pastry
●
●
●
●
●
●

80gm suet
160gm self-raising flour
Salt
Pepper
Water
Butter for greasing

Method
Mix some plain flour with salt, pepper and herbs
Dice the steak into small cubes (remove any fat)
Toss the diced cubes in the seasoned flour mix
Brown the cubes in a frying pan with a drop of
oil
Put cubes on trivet tray of the pressure cooker
Mix water with stock cube and seasoning and
put in bottom of pressure cooker
Put in trivet and pressure cook for 20 mins.
Remove steak and any stock and put in bowl in
fridge to cool
Meanwhile…
Dice onion and brown in frying pan with a drop
of oil
Put in a bowl to one side
Dice kidneys (remove all white bits)
Brown in frying pan with a bit of oil
Put browned onions in with kidneys and mix
Remove and put in bowl in fridge to cool
When the meat is cold…
Mix flour suet and season with salt
Add water to make pastry (squidge with hand)
Put one third aside for lid
On floured surface roll out pastry
Grease small bowl with butter
Lay pastry in bowl
Mix cold steak, kidney and onion
Add a spoon of Marmite /
Worcestershire sauce
Add mix to pastry in bowl
Add the stock / top up if necessary
Roll out pastry lid and put on top, crimp
with fingers
Make small steam hole in pastry lid
Put tin foil / parchment over bowl and tie
off
Put in pressure cooker and steam for
30mins
When cooked turn out upside down onto
a plate
Make more gravy as required to go with
it.

ASTON REPAIR
DEPOT THE SQUARE
ASTON
All Makes
Of Vehicles
Serviced & Repaired.
Competitive Rates.
M.o.T's
Arranged.
Free Winter or
Summer Checks.
Free Collection &
Delivery
Service.
Servicing to
Manufacturers
Warranty On All Makes.
Call Andy on (01993) 850305

Richard Haines
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‘The History of Aston, Cote, Chimney and Shifford’
This photograph appears in Chapter 12 of the book,
the buildings chapter. It is a 1920s photograph of
Southview in Back Lane. Like many older buildings
in the parish it has been extended and modernised.
However it still retains its thatched roof and is now
one of only a handful of thatched properties in the
parish. In the 1950s there were many cottages still
with thatch roofs. Some were pulled down to make
way for new developments, while others were
reroofed in tile or slate. Find out more about Aston's
buildings and much more beside. The book, about
the history of the parish, will be on sale at Easter
2021.
Andrew Long

Looking forward to 2021 at Aston and Cote
Village Hall
After a summer of restrictions, it was great to welcome
everyone back to the hall and fields, with sport and
some small-group events (all COVID-safe of course).
Even if the reopening is short-lived, we’ll remember the
smiles of children enjoying the playgrounds and the cheers as their
siblings get stuck in at the start of the new football season. There has
been a comforting sense of normality – a welcome distraction from the
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic. It shows just how important our
precious outdoor space is for the health and wellbeing of our
community. You may have seen that we’ve added QR code signs at the
entrance to the playgrounds. Please scan this with the NHS Track and
Trace app when you arrive to help us do our bit to stop the spread of
coronavirus.
While most of our fundraising has been put on hold, 500 Club is going
strong with nearly 350 entries. We’d like to thank Liz Hook, her
volunteers, and those who have entered. If you are new to the village
and would like to join, please see: www.facebook.com/AstonCote. We
hope that 2021 will see the return of folk nights and bingo. In the
meantime, you can support us while doing your festive shopping on
Amazon. Simply add ‘Aston and Cote Community Trust’ in your
Amazon Smile preferences.
New for 2021
With completion of the housing estates on Cote Road, funding is
available to support sport and recreation in Aston and Cote. As agreed
with the Parish Council, we are at the initial stages of planning for
installation of a multi-use games area and improved parking. Following
the AGM, we are also delighted to welcome Martin Smith and Russell
La Forte to our team to help drive these and other exciting projects
forward.
Paul Farrow, on behalf of Aston & Cote Community Trust
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FACS News
We have had a great start to our fundraising for this academic year with
our first event raising £650. The children all took home a packet of
smarties, enjoyed the chocolate and filled it back up with pennies and
returned them to school. Thank you to all that donated. All the money
raised will be going to the new iPads which the school needs. During
half term we had a Firework Trail around the village; it was great to see
people wandering around the village enjoying the activity.
In December we will be holding our annual Christmas raffle. We are
looking for donations so if there is anything you can contribute please
get in touch with the team at facsaston@gmail.com. We appreciate your
support. Finally if you have any unwanted good quality, re-useable
(clean, dry and wearable) clothes and accessories that you are looking to
get rid of, on the morning of 23rd November please leave them at the
school gates in bin bags and we have a company, Rags2Riches4Schools
coming to collect them. For each kilo we receive 40p so please do fill up
those bags. If you need any more information about this please do
contact us on facsaston@gmail.com.
Kate Norton
Friends of Aston and Cote School
Herbs and Spices Quiz Answers
Crossword Solution

Quiz Answers
1. Ginger Spice. 2. Parsley. 3.
Basil Fawlty. 4. John Curry. 5.
Nutmeg. 6. Catnip. 7. Ian
Lavender. 8. Sesame Street. 9.
Sage. 10. Saffron. 11. The Royal
Mint. 12. Rosemary and
Thyme.Sage. 10. Saffron. 11. The
Royal Mint. 12. Rosemary and
Thyme.
Where in the village answer
At St. Mary’s Shifford from the
graveyard leading to a field.
The gate is dedicated to Ann
Boon (née Carter) who grew up at
Manor Farm, Shifford.

Andrew Long - Chair & Editor (Content);
Richard Haines - Treasurer & Editor (Technical);
Martin Bowley - Secretary & Lay up;
Paul Lock - Lay up;
Peter Dempsey - Lay up;
Liz Harper - Advertising;
Susan Haines - Distribution;
Lizzie Wood;
James Gray;
Brenda Smith.
Thanks to our printers Oxuniprint Limited | Oxford University Press
Unit 10, Oxonian Park, Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxfordshire, OX51FP
Thanks also to our distribution team and
the Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council for the grant.
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Last Posting Dates before Christmas
UK last posting dates
Fri 18 Dec

2nd Class and 2nd Class signed for

Mon 21
Tues 22 Dec
Wed 23 Dec
Wed 23 Dec

1st Class and 1st Class signed for
Parcelforce Express48
Parcelforce Express24
Special Delivery Guaranteed

International Standard (airmail)
Mon 30 Nov
Operational BFPOs
Fri 4 Dec
Australia and New Zealand
Mon 7 Dec
Static BFPOs
Wed 9 Dec
Africa, Middle East, Asia, Far East, Caribbean, Central and South
America
Thurs 10 Dec
Canada, Cyprus and Malta
Fri 11 Dec
Greece, Eastern Europe (except Poland, Czech Republic, and
Slovakia) and Turkey
Sat 14 Dec
Czech Republic, USA, Finland, Sweden, Italy and Poland
Wed 16 Dec
Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland
Fri 18 Dec
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg
Please note the following points:
- Write the address clearly and correctly
- Double check the postcode
- If your card is larger than 240mm x 165mm x 5mm, then you need to pay the larger
letter price.
If in doubt the friendly team at Aston’s Post Office in the Aston Community Shop will
be pleased to help.
(Mon 9.30-12.30, Wed 9.30-12.30, Fri 12-3.00)
Source: Post Office and Parcelforce websites

Waste and Recycling Collections
Over the Christmas Period
Thursday, 17th December
Thursday, 24th December
Tuesday, 5th January
Monday, 11th January
Saturday, 16th January
Friday, 22nd January
Thursday, 28th January

Rubbish and food (Grey)
Recycling, food and Garden (Green)
Rubbish and food (Grey)
Recycling and food (Green no garden)
Rubbish and food (Grey)
Recycling, food and Garden Green)
Rubbish and food (Grey)

Source: West Oxfordshire District Council website
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What's On or Not!
Community Trust & Fellowship
Village Hall:
The Hall is closed during November
Vicky Fuller 851649 vicky.fuller@tiscalli.co.uk
Fellowship Centre:
No lettings until lock down restrictions are lifted.
Andrew Long 850271 ag.long@virgin.net

Parish Council
The Parish Council will be held on the first Thursday
of each month at 7.30. Currently meetings will be held
using Zoom until further notice and details can be
found on the Parish Council website
www.astonoxon.com

WI
No meetings at The Village Hall

History Group
No monthly meetings, but we can help with
information about the parish or family history
enquiries.

The Red Lion
Closed until further notice

Church Services
St James and Shifford
The Parish Virtual
Online Services (Zoom)
If you are not yet joining
in and would like to do
so, please contact one of
the wardens or the Vicar.
Normally the service timetables at St James, Aston,
and St Mary Shifford are:
St James, Aston 9.30 a.m. each ach Sunday
St Mary’s, Shifford 9.15am second Sunday of the
month
Additional services in December:- if restrictions allow
06/12/2020
St Mary’s Shifford
6.00pm
Seasonal candle-lit service
24/12/2020
St James, Aston
6.00pm
Christmas Eve candle-lit service
25/12/2020
St James, Aston
9.30am
Christmas Day Service shared with Fellowship
Numbers will sadly be limited to allow for social
distancing, so if you would like to attend at one of the
services, you will need to reserve a place in advance.
To make a reservation for St Mary’s Shifford – Please
contact John Ordish on 01993 850923.To make a
reservation for one of the services at St James, Aston –
the contact options are as follows:Email Stjames1839@outlook.com
Call Chris Holt – 0790 521 7070
Or via St James Facebook Messenger page
Aston and Cote Community Church
No meetings at the Fellowship Centre in November
If restrictions allow 10 a.m. at the Centre
6th December
13th December
20th December 6.00pm - Family Carol Service

Wednesday Club
No meetings until further notice.

Brownies
There are no meetings at the moment However
Brownies are still very active albeit on Zoom.
Information :07887974468 or
karenthegardener123@gmail.com

Aston Community Shop
Current opening hours are:
Monday to Thursday 8.30am – 2pm and 5–7pm
Friday
8.30am – 7pm
Saturday
8.30am – 2pm
Sunday
9am – 12pm

Post Office
The Post Office is now operating from Aston
Community Shop.
Monday 9.30-12.30
Wednesday 9.30- 12.30
Friday 12.00-3.00

Santa's Sleigh
Some of you may be
wondering if Santa's
sleigh will be visiting
this year. Hopefully
the sleigh will visit
Aston, but because of
the additional safety
issues, we will not be
encouraging children
to follow the sleigh
through the village.
A collection will still
be taken for charities
based in the Witney
area, which can then apply for funds as appropriate. So
please do listen out for Santa's music and give
generously!
Dates have not yet been given, but this will be
advertised on the "What's On in Aston & Cote?"
Facebook page, on the village notice board and in the
shop.
Kathy Neal
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Quiz: Herbs and Spices
Is it now time for winter warmers? As we are preparing our casseroles, soups and stews
we may need to reach for the herbs and spices. The answers to the 12 questions of our
quiz are all herbs or spices. How will you get on?

1

2

3

4

1. Geraldine Estelle Horner is better known as?
2. What was the name of this lion that appeared in The Herbs?
3. What was the name of this fictional hotel owner?
4. Who was this British gold medal winning ice skater?
5. In football what is it called when you pass the ball between an opponent’s legs and
retrieve the ball on the other side?
6. Which herb is intensely attractive to cats?
7. Who played Private Pike in Dad’s Army?
8. In which American TV series did Big Bird and Grover feature?
9. A profoundly wise person is known as a ... ?
10. Which spice is obtained from crocus?
11. Which Government owned company is based at Llantrisant in South Wales?
12. Which TV series starred Felicity Kendal and Pam Ferris as gardening detectives?

Crossword

Where in the Parish
Where in the Parish would you find Ann’s Gate?

Answers on page 21
24

Across

Down

1. English county. (6)
4. Motor cyclist. (5)
7. Car or skirt. (4)
8. Correct. (5)
9. Miserly. (4)
10. Wild animal. (6)
12. Yacht races. (7)
14. Intense delight. (7)
16. Cancel. (5)
18. Very impressive. (4)
19. Foreign. (5)
21. Prohibits. (4)
22. Long thin candle. (5)
23. Arrangements to meet. (6)

1. Type of window. (6)
2. Twist. (4)
3. Sign of respect. (7)
4. Type of hat. (5)
5. Barrel. (3)
6. Helicopter blades. (5)
7. Edge or border. (6)
11. Grabs. (6)
13. Circus performer. (7)
15. Sailing boats. (6)
16. Alter for new use. (5)
17. Relating to the moon. (5)
18. Jealousy. (4)
20. Sprite. (3)

