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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 7th August 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm 

 
Members      R La Forte (Chair) 
Present:  R Anstee 

P Sparrowhawk  
   D Outen (left the meeting at 9pm) 
      

        In Attendance: E Anstee – Clerk  
   D Shenton (RFO) 
   5 members of the public 
   Cllr T Fenton (OCC) 
      
1. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from J Ordish, B Lings and G Ball. 

 
2. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items – R La Forte and P 

Sparrowhawk declare nonpecuniary interests in item 6 and 25/01708/PN56 and 9b as 
trustees of the Community Trust.   

 
3. Minutes of the previous meetings of the Parish Council on 3rd July 2025 were agreed, 

and it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in 
agreement, that the meeting Chair signs them. 

 
4. Meeting Open for Public Participation – None. 

 

5. WODC/OCC Matters  
WODC Cllrs S and S Cosier – see emailed report at appendix A. 
OCC Cllr T Fenton reported that he had received an offer from CEO (Dr Martin Reeves) 
and he is coming to walk/drive the division which will encompass the potholes. 
Consultation about the congestion charge in Oxford, using the cameras that already 
exist has been concluded. The charge will be five pounds. 
Clerk and chair attended the meeting on 4th August at WODC regarding local 
government reorganisation. The general feeling amongst those present was apathetic 
about WODC's proposal (with insufficient thought or detail in the presentations) and 
more inclined towards OCC's proposal for a single unitary authority for Oxfordshire. 
 

6. Community Trust  

• Project priorities have now been set by the Community Trust, aligned to potential 
S106 funding (copied to councillors). 

• MUGA – the 10% contingency has been kept back by WODC and will need to be 
applied for if needed. £126k from the S106 applied for has been agreed and is on its 
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way. The meeting agreed it was content to proceed once the 2 contractors confirm 
that they can both go ahead immediately sequentially. 
 

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings   
a) Quick updates:  

• Electronic Speed Signs – Installation date to be confirmed. Clerk continues to 
chase OCC on an agreement to connect the ones on North Street and Cote 
Road to the streetlights for power. It was RESOLVED to agree the quote from 
Signway to install a solar powered ‘Smiley/Angry Face’ SID opposite Kingsway 
Cottages on the Bampton Road, proposed by D Outen, seconded by R La 
Forte, with all in agreement. 

 

• Gate at St James Church – The gate has been collected, and installation 
organised for the week of the 11th August.  

• Footpaths/Treescapes – volunteers asked for at APM and in the article in the 
May edition of the Voices. There have been no enquiries to the clerk. 

• Thames Water – Works have now been completed for the header wall at the 
pumping station at St Joseph’s Court. The ditch works that Thames Water 
agreed to do have been completed. Unknown as to the further works to link 
to the Aston Ditch which fall under the EA/OCC responsibility 

• Traffic Calming – deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects 
analysed.  

• Great Brook Bridge – First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have 
been raised frequently ever since. No further update. 

• North Street – no update. 

• Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently 
raised in February 2025. 

• Cote Mile Bridge – No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street. 

• Defibrillators – Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery), no news and R La Forte will 
follow up, and cabinet (Aston & Cote Primary School) the Clerk will contact 
the governors.  

• B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery – white lining of road. The Fix My 
Street report was updated on 7th April stating that the lines were to be 
reinstated as soon as possible. Still not done. 

• Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield 
Road. Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the 
parish will be consulted.  
 

b) Neighbourhood Plan 
On hold as the government has stated that there will be no funding this year. 
 

c) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater 
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email. 
 

d) History Board Update 
No update. 
 

e) Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments. 
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This was raised at the APM and in Voices, but no one has been identified as of the 
date of the meeting. 
 

f) Anti-Social Behaviour – None reported. 
 

8. PLANNING 
 

New planning applications  
 
Reference   25/01639/TCA 
Alternative Reference  PP-14153950 
Application Validated  Mon 07 Jul 2025 
Address   Greenacres Cottage Back Lane Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DQ 
Proposal   Group of 6 Birch - 2 metre reduction 

Walnut Tree - 1 metre reduction, thin & deadwood removal. 
Status    Under consideration 
No Comment. 
 
Reference   25/01422/FUL 
Alternative Reference  PP-14065065 
Application Validated  Tue 24 Jun 2025 
Address   Land South of North Street Farm North Street Aston  
Proposal   Erection of eight dwellings with associated works to include 
formation of a new access and landscaping works 
Status    Under consideration 
Oxford Homes/Land Studio – response drafted by Chair and circulated previously. 
 
Reference   25/01073/FUL 
Alternative Reference  Not Available 
Application Validated  Mon 23 Jun 2025 
Address   Turner House 2 Wheelwright Court Ham Lane Aston OX18 2DE 
Proposal   Works to convert Turner House from one property into two 
together with associated works. 
Status    Awaiting decision 
No comment 
 
Reference   25/01708/PN56 
Alternative Reference  Not Available 
Application Validated  Mon 28 Jul 2025 
Address   The Village Hall Cote Road Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DU 
Proposal   Installation of twenty-two solar panels on the roof 
Status    Under consideration 
Agreed 
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Update on Ongoing Planning Applications – For Information 
a) Brier Furlong – Occupation due August 2025 -  
b) Marsh Furlong – the clerk spoke to the Brier Furlong site manager who confirmed 

that all connections to the pumping station for foul water at the back of Marsh 
Furlong had been finalised. Concerns were subsequently raised by residents 
following tests of the system at the end of July. WODC Planning have been advised, 
and the clerk has contacted Thames Water urgently again for clarification.  

c) St Joseph’s Court –agenda item 7 under Thames Water.  
d) North Farm – no update. 
e) Potential new development – Lone Star Land (land agents) – planning application 

still outstanding.  
f) Land south of Bampton Road – Croudace. Objection went in with a subsequent note 

to Environment Agency (EA) to say that their flood risk assessment was 
fundamentally flawed. The EA has now positively responded, and to do modelling 
including the Aston ditch. They have also raised the issue of sewage treatment 
works.  

g) Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm – land between Bampton, Aston and Lew – chair 
updated the meeting, and it was agreed to discuss with the other two parishes that 
Aston get the full payments for the first 5 years and after that for payments to be 
split. Chair will continue to work with the other Parish Councils. 

 
Update on Previous Planning Applications  
 
Reference   25/01412/CND 
Alternative Reference  PP-14057840 
Application Validated  Tue 10 Jun 2025 
Address   Land North of Foxwood Close Aston Bampton  
Proposal   Discharge of condition 5 (drainage scheme) of Planning 
Permission 22/00986/FUL 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Tue 15 Jul 2025 
 
Reference   25/01164/S73 
Alternative Reference  Not Available 
Application Validated  Fri 16 May 2025 
Address   4 St James Court North Street Aston Bampton OX18 2BF 
Proposal   Variation of condition 2 of Planning Permission 25/00473/HHD 
to include a roof projection over the external staircase landing. 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 04 Jul 2025 
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Reference   25/01359/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-14069799 
Application Validated  Fri 13 Jun 2025 
Address   11 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR 
Proposal   Erection of a summer house and construction of a garden shed 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Wed 30 Jul 2025 
 
9. New Business  

a) Help Shape Oxfordshire’s Tobacco Control Strategy. 
No comment. 
 

b) Community Trust Grant Application  
Deferred to September agenda as there were insufficient councillors with no 
declared interest present to vote.  
 

c) External Audit Report 2024-25 
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by R La Forte, to accept the 
external audit report for 2024.25. 

 
10. Parish Infrastructure 

a) Village maintenance – none. 
 
11. Governance – Policies for Review and Resolution - None 

 
12. FINANCE  

a) Account balances - noted. 
 

b) Signatories – deferred to September meeting. 
 

c) Bank Reconciliation – Prepared to 30th June 2025  
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by R La Forte, with all in 
agreement, to approve the Bank Reconciliation to 30th June as presented.  
 

d) Lloyds Payment Card –  
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement, that with the resignation of the Clerk there will be a requirement for a 
Lloyds Payment Card in the name of the RFO, under the same terms and conditions 
with a £500 maximum balance.  Once the new card is received, the existing card will 
be cancelled.  
 

e) CCLA Investment Account – Correspondence 

 It was RESOLVED, as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement, that the correspondent for the CCLA Investment Account is transferred to the 
RFO for future correspondence.  This is correspondence only, no authority.  
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f) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period August 2025 as 
proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in agreement. 

 

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – July Pay & WFH All.  307.42    307.42  

D Shenton – June Pay & WFH All.  294.60    294.60  

HMRC – PAYE July  263.06    263.06  

Moore Accountants Audit Fee  210.00  42.00  252.00  

Des Johnston – June/July War Memorial  80.00    80.00  

Aston Football Club – Grass cutting June  320.00    320.00  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33633410)  407.00  81.40  488.40  

Total to be decided and approved    £1882.08 £123.40  £2005.48  

E Anstee – Re Bespoke Gates (For Church)  840.00  168.00  1008.00  

Total of already approved/paid   £840.00  £168.00  £1008.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

Lloyds Bank Card – Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 
£65.88  

57.90  10.98  68.88  

Total SDOs  £57.90  £10.98  £68.88  

Total  £2779.98  £134.38  £2914.36  

        

 
13. Confidential Items - Resolution not required as public had left the meeting. 

 
14. Clerk and RFO Pay review 2025-26 

a) It was RESOLVED, as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement, to agree the pay award as detailed in the briefing note, back dated to 1st 
April 2025. 

b) It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement to pay the Clerk the sum of £59.14 for arrears as a lump sum less the 
appropriate HMRC deductions and to pay the RFO the sum of £40.48 for arrears as a 
lump sum less the appropriate HMRC deductions.  

 
15. Recruitment  

It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in 
agreement, to appoint C Street as the new Parish Clerk, effective the 1st September 2025 
and subject to appropriate references.  
 

16. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting. 
 
17. Matters for inclusion on next agenda – none. 
 
18. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 4th September at 7.30pm  
Being the monthly meeting of Parish Council.  
Meeting closed at 21.18 hrs. 
 
 
Signed……………….…………………………………………Dated……………………………….……………………………… 
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Appendix A 
 
Councillor Steve Cosier (SASH District Councillor)  
Councillor Sandra Cosier (SASH District Councillor)  
August Report - 2025  
Independent Examination of the West Oxfordshire CIL Charging Schedule  
For well over a decade, the previous administration failed to advance or adopt a  
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule in West Oxfordshire. Their  
inaction has deprived parish and town councils of millions in potential funding, which  
could have been invested in vital infrastructure such as school expansions, improved  
public transport, flood resilience, biodiversity protection, and the enhancement of local  
green spaces.  
The independent examination of the new administration's draft CIL Charging Schedule  
has concluded with a definitive endorsement. The appointed examiner, Keith Holland,  
has confirmed that WODC SCharging Schedule provides a sound and lawful basis for  
implementing CIL, ensuring that future development directly supports the  
infrastructure communities need to thrive.  
This examination also confirmed that the Council’s approach complies fully with 
planning legislation and national policy, underpinned by robust evidence on  
infrastructure needs and development viability.   
The examiner required one modification to ensure fairness for larger developments:  
reducing the CIL rate for greenfield sites delivering 250 or more homes from £225 to  
£150 per square metre. This change acknowledges the greater infrastructure costs and  
land requirements of larger schemes and helps safeguard housing delivery.  
Minor improvements to the Charging Schedule were also recommended for clarity and  
accessibility, but no changes were needed to our overall strategy or ambition.  
The consequences of WODC s success will be transformative. For the first time, Town  
and Parish Councils across West Oxfordshire will receive a direct share of  
development-generated funding (typically 15%, rising to 25% where a Neighbourhood  
Plan is in place). Once adopted, the CIL will work alongside Section 106 agreements to  
make infrastructure financing clearer, more transparent, and more responsive to local  
needs. WODC s next steps will involve developing a governance framework that  
ensures CIL revenues are spent wisely and where needed.  
 
Concerning the Local Plan Review   
By the time this report is published, the Local Plan Preferred Policy Options  
Consultation would have come to an end.  
Residents in the ward have engaged with compassion and clarity, sending a powerful  
signal to WODC that they are not passive bystanders, but are active guardians of their  
communities.  
Aston in particular has felt mounting pressures through housing developments. With  
previous approvals already stretching local infrastructure, the idea that Aston can  
absorb major new growth without harm is flawed. The roads are narrow and congested;  
services are under strain; and the ecological and social character of the village is at real  
risk. We all know what sustainable development looks like and this isn’t it. 
Aston Parish Council has submitted a detailed, evidence-based response to the Local  
Plan Review, setting out clear objections and drawing upon policy, precedent, and lived  
experience. Their work is a testament to local leadership, and it deserves recognition at  
district level.  
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As councillors, Sandra and I continue to stand firmly alongside residents and the Parish  
Council. We will be scrutinising every proposed site allocation, challenging the  
assumptions behind them, and urging planning officers to respect the principles of  
localism.   
WODC will now begin the process of reviewing all representations and conducting  
detailed site assessments. The final deliberations including decisions on which sites  
and policies to carry forward are likely to begin in autumn 2025, with a Regulation 19  
draft plan expected to follow in early 2026, subject to council scheduling and further  
public input.  
 
West Oxfordshire Car Parking Strategy (2025–2031)  
West Oxfordshire District Council has undertaken a comprehensive mid-term review of  
its Car Parking Strategy, originally adopted in 2016, to ensure it remains aligned with  
current demands, evolving travel behaviours, and wider district priorities through to  
Therevisedstrategycelebratesthecouncilsongoingcommitmenttoproviding 
 safe, accessible, and free parking across all council-managed sites an amenity  
consistently praised by residents and visitors alike for supporting local economies and  
enabling vibrant, well-connected communities.  
Occupancy data across the district indicates that overall parking usage remains  
comfortably below the industry benchmark of 85% capacity, affirming that the majority  
of car parks are adequately serving their communities. However, the strategy  
recognises targeted pressure points at Guildenford (Burford), Hensington Road  
(Woodstock), and Spendlove Centre (Charlbury), where seasonal demand occasionally  
exceeds supply. In response, a balanced reallocation of stay times introducing both  
short- and long-stay bays is proposed to optimise turnover and ensure fair access for  
visitors, residents and business operators. Importantly, all disabled bays remain  
unrestricted, maintaining inclusivity at the heart of the strategy.  
The strategy is underpinned by a user-first ethos, built on two years of beat surveys,  
stakeholder engagement and resident feedback. These efforts confirm high levels of  
customer satisfaction, with respondents valuing not only the free parking but the  
quality and convenience of council-owned facilities. Investment is earmarked for  
continued maintenance across the district’s car parks with a condition-led programme  
running through 2028. Additionally, £20,000 has been allocated to resolve drainage and  
flooding concerns at Guildenford, enhancing resilience and year-round usability.  
In line with corporate priorities and environmental ambitions, the strategy supports  
active travel, expanded EV infrastructure, and collaborations with Town and Parish  
Councils to deliver sustainable, place-sensitive solutions. Partnership working remains  
A cornerstone of the council’s approach with the revised Action Plan recognised as a 
 dynamic, living document adaptable to changing legislation, local feedback and  
policy shifts. Residents and communities are empowered throughout, with the council  
pledging ongoing support for grassroots parking initiatives and locally-led  
improvements.  
Ultimately therevisedCarParkingStrategyaffirmsWestOxfordshireDistrictCouncil s 
 belief that well-managed, inclusive parking is more than a logistical concern it sa 
 lever for prosperity, environmental stewardship, and equitable access for all who live in  
and visit the district.  
If you would like to discuss any issues raised in this report, please contact:  
Steve: steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk  
Sandra: sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk  
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