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Present:   P Sparrowhawk (Chair), B Lings, R Anstee, J Ordish, G Ball, D 

Outen. 
      

In Attendance: C Street (Clerk), D Shenton (RFO), District Cllrs S & S Cosier, 5 
members of the public. 

    
     
1. Chair of the meeting: In Cllr La Forte’s absence, Cllr Sparrowhawk was appointed chair. 

 
2. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from Cllr R La Forte & County Cllr T 

Fenton 
 

3. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items – P Sparrowhawk declared 
nonpecuniary interests in item 11, as trustees of the Community Trust.   

 
4. Minutes of the previous meeting on 2nd October 2025 were agreed and signed.  
 
5. Meeting Open for Public Participation – No questions. 

 

6. WODC/OCC Matters  
WODC Cllrs S and S Cosier – see emailed report at appendix A. 
Questions/comments:  

• Request for clarification on whether there will be development sites along the 
proposed railway line; Cllr Cosier agreed the need for a transport corridor 
however there is no general consensus on this yet. 

• Offsetting renewable energy is a key point in the consultation.  

• Clarification requested on proposed development sites in the local plan, and 
whether this would allow more out of the blue proposals like the North Street 
planning application. 

• Query on use of AI by the planning portal. Cllr Cosier to find out. 
 
OCC – no report given.  

• Congestion charge in Oxford has now started.  
 

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings   
a) Quick updates:  

Electronic Speed Signs – We are still waiting for confirmation from OCC of the 
installation date. We have confirmation that Westcotec can use the two identified 
lamp posts on North Street and Cote Road.  

Traffic Calming – deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects analysed. 

Highways Permit for Bampton Road VAS Installation 

• For the Bampton Road VAS installation the Road Space Booking charge of 
up to £1,160 was waived. They have requested a contact person on the 
day; however we cannot provide this until we get an installation date. 

• RFO to resend What 3 Words for exact location. 



  
MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

Thursday 6th November 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm 
 

1998 

 

Footpaths/Treescapes – volunteers have been identified and will start in January 
2026. No further updates. 

Thames Water – are still working in Aston and Bampton on the storm overflow 
programme.  

• They have agreed to install fencing and clear the rest of the ditch as a 
goodwill gesture (as it is landowners’ responsibility) and have been asked 
to include clearing the culvert.  

• We need to identify who is responsible for the culvert on going.  

• It was noted that enforcement is the responsibility of WODC however 
there is a limit to the fines that can be imposed. 

• Cllr Cosier to follow up on groundwater issues. 

• St Joseph’s Court has been completed with a trench dug as far as the gates. 

Great Brook Bridge – First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have been 
raised frequently ever since. The Chief Exec of OCC has been shown the issue. 
Barriers have been hit again. Clerk to contact Humza, Highway Engagement Officer 
at OCC and copy in Cllr Ted Fenton and our MP. 

North Street – District Cllr Cosier has had the following response from Chris Grain:  
No date has been assigned for pothole repairs and this year’s schedule is fully 
booked, however there is a possibility that structural patching could be done. Cllr 
Outen to liaise with Cllr T Fenton.  
Clerk to contact Humza, Highway Engagement Officer at OCC and copy in Cllr 
Fenton. 

Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently raised in 
February 2025. 

Cote Mile Bridge – No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street. 

Defibrillators – Primary School – this was passed to the head to arrange 
installation; Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery) - Cllr La Forte to follow up with the 
Developer of Brier Furlong for update on funding. 

Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield Road. 
Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the parish will be 
consulted.  
Community Trust Grant Application- request to replace basketball back board. Cllr 
LaForte to remind them to make application. 

6 Monthly Review of External Assets. Half yearly review of the external fixed asset 
was carried out by Cllr John Ordish. 1 bench needs attention – agreed to arrange 
cutting back of foliage. 

War Memorial and Bus Shelter Cleaning – Tenders for 2026 -  

• The current contractor is happy to carry on for the time being however the 
cost of the Public Liability Insurance required to carry out the role exceeds 
the remuneration for the job. RFO to review current copy of insurance 
certificate. 

• Plants at war memorial - roots are taking over and causing a problem to 
other plants. Cllr Ordish to review. 

Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments. One 
person has expressed an interest. 
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b) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater 

Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email.  
 

c) History Board Update 
No update. 
 

d) Anti-Social Behaviour – Fly tipping reported on road to Lew (although is outside of 
our parish boundary), opposite the bridleway bridge and at Shifford. 
 
 

8. CORRESPONDENCE – all by email. 
 

9. PLANNING 
New planning applications –  

25/02551/HHD Erection of single storey flat roof rear extension 
and demolition of existing extension. 
 
NO OBJECTIONS 

43 Cote Road 

 
Update on Ongoing Planning Applications – For Information 

Brier Furlong –  

• It was reported that the first 16 houses are now occupied 

• Request made for Thames Water to review the issues and for Grampian 
Conditions to be rephased so this can be enforced.  

• Discussion with members of the public regarding the adoption of the road and 
the pumping station, and who is responsible for managing the drainage - as 
the issue is the connection to the foul water drains which in turn link to the 
unadopted pumping station.  

• It was noted that enforcement of the planning conditions is inadequate. 

• Awaiting TW response on how many drains are affected. 

• Update from District Councillor - Drainage repairs to be carried out by Mears, 
then Thames Water can assess so that the County Council can then adopt the 
road. 

Marsh Furlong –  

• The former clerk spoke to the Brier Furlong site manager who confirmed that 
all connections to the pumping station for foul water at the back of Marsh 
Furlong had been finalised. Concerns were subsequently raised by residents 
following tests of the system at the end of July.  

• WODC Planning have been advised, and the clerk has contacted Thames 
Water urgently again for clarification.  

• As above, update from District Councillor - Drainage repairs to be carried out 
by Mears, then Thames Water can assess so that the County Council can then 
adopt the road. 

North Farm –  
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• The WODC Case Officer has accepted that the application is for '9+3' units 
not 12 and additional affordable housing should not be required. However, he 
still has to discuss this with the housing officer before this position is finalised. 

• EA objected to connecting to foul water system but subsequently withdrew 
this objection. It was noted that the default would be to connect to mains 
water system.  

Potential new development – Lone Star Land (land agents) – Planning application still 
outstanding.  

• Environment Agency objected to the application and required another flood 
risk assessment is carried out; this is now complete, and they have withdrawn 
their objection.  

Land south of Bampton Road – Croudace. No decision made yet. 

• Both the EA and the biodiversity officer have objected. New flood risk 
assessment has been requested. 

Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm – land between Bampton, Aston and Lew.  

• Discussions with Bampton and Curbridge & Lew Parish Councils regarding 
funding split are ongoing - Aston and Curbridge & Lew are in agreement, 
Bampton have not agreed. Bampton to discuss at their next parish council 
meeting. 

• EA has objected due to flood risk. 

Land South of St James’s Court, North Street – not yet decided; objection agreed at 
Aug meeting. 

The Paddocks – This has been approved.  

• Query raised as to whether the correct decision-making process has been 
followed.  

• It was noted that it is not connected to the mains; there was a suggestion of 
installing a septic tank, but this was not thought to be a long-term solution.  

• Cllr Cosier to make further enquiries with planning department. 

 
Update on previous planning application decisions. See above. 

 

 
10. New Business  
a) Remembrance Service- Cllr Ordish is laying the wreath. 
b) It was RESOLVED to donate £200 to Royal British Legion for poppy wreath. 
c) It was RESOLVED to purchase Christmas Tree for outside the pub. RFO to order from 

Stuart Ranson. 
d) Meeting dates for 2026 were confirmed as: 
 
8th January (as the first Thu of the month is New Year’s Day), 5th Feb, 5th March, 2nd April, 
Annual Parish Council meeting 14th May (must be held after elections on 7th), 4th June, 2nd 
July, 6th Aug, 3rd Sept, 1st Oct, 5th Nov and 3rd Dec 2026.  
 
Annual Parish meeting to be confirmed (NB must be held between 1st March and 1st June. 
In an election year, it is recommended that the meeting is held after the election.) 
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11. Community Trust  

a) Section 106 funding update: 
 

• The District Council’s preference for use of the funds is for the changing rooms 
upgrade, however the parish council’s preference is for the older children’s 
playground. It is a requirement that it “should specifically benefit the new 
development” and we think the playground will satisfy this clause more than the 
changing rooms. We need to discuss this with them to agree a way forward.   

• We need a footpath from changing rooms to the MUGA. Quotes are being sought so 
the Community Trust can do a budget to see if the project is viable and where 
funding will come from. 

 
Planning permission for the solar panels has been approved 
 

b) MUGA Update:  

• The contractor made the Community Trust and Parish Council aware of supply 
difficulties and quality control on the "Tiger Turf" surfacing material and 
recommended an alternative.  Having reviewed the specification of the Lano product 
now recommended, it was agreed that he would go ahead with this.  It was also 
agreed with the contractor that the surface would not be laid until the spring and in 
the meantime the MUGA would be secured and not used over the winter.  The 
Community Trust will not take it on until fully completed. 

• Mound of displaced earth to be left for biodiversity reasons. 
 

12. Parish Infrastructure 
a) Village maintenance – Cllr Lings to take photos of areas of concern to pass onto 

Highway Engagement Officer.   
 
13. Governance – Policies for Review and Resolution - None 

 
14. FINANCE  

a. As a further payment is now due to the contractor for the current phase of the 
MUGA a transfer will need to be made from the investment account to the current 
account to cover this.  An immediate transfer of £85,000 is recommended.  Followed 
by a re-investment of £15,000 once the VAT refund is received.  
 
RESOLVED: To approve an immediate transfer of £85,000 from CCLA Investment 
Account to Unity Trust Current Account.  
 
RESOLVED: To approve a reinvestment of £15,000 once the VAT refund is received.  
 
Signatories – The RFO is still awaiting information from two Councillors in order to 
add them to the Unity Trust Account as signatories.  With the change in Clerk, the 
contact details for Unity need to be changed and E Anstee to be removed as a 
contact/signatory.  
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RESOLVED: To change the postal address for Unity Trust Bank to the RFO’s address 
and remove E Anstee as a contact.  
 
RESOLVED:  To approve the following payments for the period November 2025.   

  

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – Reimburse eUKhost & Timpson  69.12  13.82  82.94  

D Shenton – Oct Pay & WFH All.  327.30    327.30  

C Street – Oct Pay & WFH Allowance  281.23    281.23  

HMRC – PAYE September  138.80    138.80  

Charles Lawrence Tennis Courts – Inv 1933/1934  80,212.50  16,042.50  96,255.00  

Aston Youth Football – Grass Cutting Sept 2025   320.00    320.00  

ByDave – Fit new gate to Churchyard  80.00    80.00  

Des Johnston – War Memorial Tidy  160.00    160.00  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33649976)  407.00  81.40  488.40  

RBL – Wreath & Donation  200.00    200.00  

        

Total to be decided and approved    £82,195.95  £16,137.72  £98,333.27  

        

        

Total of already approved/paid   £0.00  £0.00  £0.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

        

Lloyds Bank Card – Bank Charge £6, Microsoft 
£65.88, Norton renewal £79.99  

127.56  24.31  151.87  

        

Total SDOs  £127.56  £24.31  £151.87  

Total  £82,323.51  £16,162.03  £98,485.54  

 
RESOLVED to make additional payment £60.75 to J Ordish for reimbursement for 
plaque for bench. 

 
RESOLVED to accept the Bank Reconciliation as correct. 
 

b. RESOLVED to agree expenditure of £825 to Joflows, for the review of the Croudace 
Applicant's revised Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and the production of a 
commensurate Technical Note.  

 
c. Draft budget and proposed precept request for 2026-27. 

 
The proposed draft budget was reviewed and was AGREED IN PRINCIPLE; 
however we are waiting for the precept application form for final figures, which 
can then be approved at the December meeting. 
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It was agreed to keep the budget the same as previous years. It was noted we 
are spending less on grants, as we are getting less applications, however we do 
have a budget for this. 

e) Grant request for running Aston Carnival  - clerk to send website link to grant request 

form. 

 
15. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting. 

Bampton Exhibition Foundation meeting update – they would like to encourage more 
applications from Aston. 
 
Local Flood Prevention meeting is to be held more frequently than the current twice a 
year. 
 

16. Matters for inclusion on next agenda – none 
 

17. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 4th December at 7.30pm  
Meeting closed at 21.00pm. 
 
 
Signed……………….…………………………………………Dated……………………………….……………………………… 
 
 
Appendix A 
 
Parish Council Report – Waste & Environmental Services Partnership (WESP)    
 
Prepared by Sandra Cosier, District Councillor for Standlake, Aston & Stanton Harcourt    
 
I’m pleased to provide an update on the Waste & Environmental Services Partnership 
(WESP), a county-wide transformation programme currently under development across 
Oxfordshire. This initiative brings together four councils in a bold effort to improve the  
quality, sustainability, and efficiency of waste and environmental services. It responds 
directly to mounting environmental pressures, financial constraints, and the need for 
greater operational consistency across the county.  
 
At present, Oxfordshire leads England in recycling performance, with a rate of 57.6%. 
However, we face significant challenges: residual waste disposal costs are among the 
highest in the UK, our infrastructure is aging—spread across 31 sites—and service delivery  
remains fragmented between councils. The WESP proposal aims to address these issues by 
creating a unified partnership model that builds on our strengths while preparing us for 
potential Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  
 
The programme is being developed collaboratively by over 20 officers and supported by 
external feasibility work. It includes eight mini business cases, all of which have been 
deemed viable. A three-year initial investment is proposed, with full benefits expected over 
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a ten-year period. Notably, the programme is projected to break even by year three and is 
partially funded through Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) mechanisms.  
Governance structures are already in place, and delivery models are currently under 
evaluation. The commercial case reflects a contract value of £886 million across the county, 
with a mixed economy model and intelligent commissioning at its core. West Oxfordshire 
District Council (WODC) has provided detailed feedback on the business case, which has 
been largely incorporated. This includes clearer financial breakdowns, links to national 
legislation, and articulation of quick wins and pre-LGR deliverables.  
 
For residents, the core purpose of WESP is to protect and enhance service quality. Future 
models must remain responsive to local needs, maintain or improve standards of cleanliness 
and reliability, and support environmental goals without compromising accessibility. This is 
a vital opportunity to future-proof our services—not just for the new Unitary authority, but 
for West Oxfordshire communities. Key milestones include the WESP Board’s business case 
sign-off on 30th October, followed by a second Task & Finish Group meeting on 7th 
December to review the Executive report. Final recommendations will be considered by the 
Executive on 12th December.  
 
I will continue to work to ensure that our ward’s priorities— especially around service 
quality, governance, and financial transparency—are fully represented. If the Parish Council 
has specific concerns or expectations regarding waste services, I welcome your input so we 
can feed it into the next phase of discussions.  
 
Parish Council Report – A New Future for Local Government in Oxfordshire & West 
Berkshire  
Prepared by Steve Cosier, District Councillor for Standlake, Aston &  
Stanton Harcourt    
 
Our councils are changing, and we need your thoughts about how to change them for the 
best. As you District Councillors we need to hear from the residents of Stanton Harcourt, 
Sutton, Northmoor, Hardwick, Yelford, Standlake, Brighthampton, Aston, Cote, Shifford  
and Chimney.   
 
Local government across England is being reformed by the Government. Five councils have 
come together to propose a new structure: two locally accountable unitary authorities that 
aim to improve services.  The plan would replace the County and District Councils with two 
new unitary councils:   
• Oxford and Shires Council: covering Cherwell, Oxford City, and  
West Oxfordshire.   
• Ridgeway Council: covering South Oxfordshire, Vale of White  
Horse, and West Berkshire.   
 
Councils will review the proposal before submitting it to the government by 28 November. 
The government will consult with residents and stakeholders in 2026, with a final decision 
expected by summer 2026. New councils could be in place by 2028.  I urge you to read more 
about the change & share your views. You can read the full proposal or a summary at:   
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twocouncils.org 
   
Councillor Steve Cosier   
 
If you would like to discuss anything in this report please ask.  
Sandra.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk  Steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk 


