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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 5th June 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm 

 
Members      R La Forte (Chair) 
Present:  D Outen 

G Ball  
P Sparrowhawk  

   B Lings  
      

        In Attendance: E Anstee – Clerk  
   5 members of the public 
   Cllr T Fenton (OCC) 
   Cllr Steve Cosier (WODC) 

Cllr Sandr Cosier (WODC) 
      
1. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from J Ordish and R Anstee. 

 
2. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items – R La Forte and P 

Sparrowhawk declared a nonpecuniary interest in agenda item 11 as trustees of the 
Community Trust.   

 
3. Minutes of the previous meetings of the Parish Council on 1st May 2025 were agreed, 

and it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by G Ball, with all in 
agreement, that the meeting Chair signs them. 

 
4. Meeting Open for Public Participation – None. 

 
5. WODC/OCC Matters  

Cllr T Fenton (OCC) – Reported that the election results have resulted with a Liberal 
Democrats having an overall majority at OCC. There are two opposition groups the same 
size, so both are in opposition, but not jointly. Cllr Liz Lefferman has been re-elected as 
chair. The OCC priority fund for county councillors to allocate has been kept but reduced 
to 10k over two years for each county councillor. The proposed in changes to local 
government are very much in the news with our local district councils and OCC having 
different proposals as does the city council. The national government not responding to 
anything until after the due submission date in November 2025. The final decision is 
with national government. 
 
Cllr Steve Cosier (WODC) – Report at Appendix A.  
 
Cllr Sandra Cosier (WODC) – Thanked everyone for the warm welcome. She reported 
that she is on two committees, licensing and waste transformation. She is also very busy 
doing lots of courses and learning about being a district councillor. 
 

6. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings   
a) Quick updates:  

• Electronic Speed Signs – Clerk has instructed Westcott to install the 
replacement VAS on Cote Road and North Street. The VAS for Bampton Road 
is still awaiting a quote for the post. 
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• Cote Chapel – No update. 

• Gate at St James Church – the gate is on order. 

• Footpaths/Treescapes – No volunteers have come forward following the APM 
and Voices request.  

• Thames Water – D Outen, Thames Water Rep and Clerk had a call on 29th 
May 2025. The issue caused by the duck nest was discussed and it was 
confirmed that the nest has gone, and a new biodiversity report 
commissioned for this week. Clarity was requested on the agreements to 
clear the length of the ditch along the field. Thames Water will only clear to 
the white gate with agreement of OCC and payment. The riparian owner is 
responsible for the remaining ditch clearance. Cllr Steve Cosier will have a 
follow up. 

• Traffic Calming – deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects 
analysed. 

• Great Brook Bridge – OCC Highways responded and confirmed that a rebuild 
of the bridge is planned but not until 2027 to allow for planning and design. 
No further update. 

• Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently 
raised in February 2025. No further update 

• Bridge at the end of Cote Mile – no update.   

• North Street – Following the potholes being filled on the 4th April, but the 
Clerk has been assured that there is a plan to redress the road, but no 
timings have been forth coming from OCC Highways. This is also being 
followed up by Cllr Steve Cosier. 

• Defibrillators – Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery), no news, and cabinet (Aston & 
Cote Primary School) as there has been no response the Clerk will reach out 
to the Governors. 

• B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery - white lines are programmed to be 
reinstated but not done as of date of meeting. 
 

b) Neighbourhood Plan 
No update. 
 

c) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater 
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email. The application to OCC for further 
funding for a surface water study was unsuccessful but Bampton Parish Council were 
successful. P Sparrowhawk to discuss at Bampton Flood Group. 

 
d) History Board Update 

The History Group are still investigating the style of exterior display they want to use 
for the board. 
 

e) Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments. 
This was raised at the APM and in Voices, but no one has been identified as of the 
date of the meeting. 
 

f) Anti-Social Behaviour – None reported. 
 



 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 5th June 2025               

1957 

 

 
7. PLANNING 
 

New planning applications  
 
Reference   25/01038/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13953703 
Application Validated  Tue 29 Apr 2025 
Address   The Nook 8A Foxwood Close Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2EA 
Proposal   Erection of single storey rear extension 
Status    Under consideration 
No objection  
 
Reference   25/01164/S73 
Alternative Reference  Not Available 
Application Validated  Fri 16 May 2025 
Address   4 St James Court North Street Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2BF 
Proposal   Variation of condition 2 of Planning Permission 25/00473/HHD 
to include a roof projection over the external staircase landing. 
Status    Under consideration 
No objection 
 
Update on Ongoing Planning Applications – For Information 

a) Brier Furlong – The occupation date has been revised to July 2025. No update on 
condition 15. 

b) Marsh Furlong – No update on adoption of the pumping station by Thames Water 
c) St Joseph’s Court –agenda item 7 under Thames Water.  
d) North Farm – The planning application has been objected to by M Burnett due to the 

lack of affordable housing (should 40% not the current 25%). 
e) Potential new development – Lone Star Land (land agents) –No application as of 

date of meeting. 
f) Land south of Bampton Road – Croudace – planning application, 25/01247/OUT, 

received by email on 5th June 2025. Clerk to request and extension for consultation 
to the 7th July to allow for a full response by council. 
 

Update on Previous Planning Applications  
 
Reference   25/01115/TCA 
Alternative Reference  PP-13986395 
Application Validated  Thu 01 May 2025 
Address   2 St Joseph’s Court Bampton Road Aston OX18 2BU 
Proposal   T1-Sycamore-Remove major deadwood and crown raise to 5 
metres by removing x4 low branches. G1-5no Sycamore-Remove major deadwood, remove 
epicormic growth from stem. T2-Norway Maple Crimson King-Remove major dead wood, 
reduce crown by up to 2 metres to balance, remove epicormic growth on stem. 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Raise no objection 
Decision Issued Date  Wed 28 May 2025 
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Reference   25/00919/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13895134 
Application Validated  Mon 14 Apr 2025 
Address   11 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR 
Proposal   Proposed garage conversion 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 30 May 2025 
 
Reference   25/00868/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13907828 
Application Validated  Fri 11 Apr 2025 
Address   Thistle Cottage 4 Wheelwright Court Aston OX18 2DE 
Proposal   Erection of ancillary garden room 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 30 May 2025 
 
Reference   25/00698/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13861618 
Application Validated  Wed 19 Mar 2025 
Address   8 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR 
Proposal   Removal of garage door and replace with a bi-fold door 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 02 May 2025 
 
Reference   25/00647/LBC 
Alternative Reference  PP-13846176 
Application Validated  Tue 11 Mar 2025 
Address   Cote Cottage Cote Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2EG 
Proposal   Alterations including kitchen, partitions and WC to be 
removed, new kitchen to be installed, aperture to be reinstated and window installed to 
front, new WC added, new opening formed, existing boiler removed and a new external 
boiler to be installed, adjustment vehicle gated entrance to side. 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 09 May 2025 
 
Reference   25/00497/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13794943 
Application Validated  Thu 06 Mar 2025 
Address   12 Saxel Close Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2EB 
Proposal   Works to include changes to layout including single story rear 
extension to form open plan kitchen/dining/living space, alterations to porch and driveway. 
Construction of detached garden store in front garden. 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Fri 16 May 2025 
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8. New Business  

a) SSEN Communities to Net Zero Fund. 
Applications due by 25th June 2025 but could be used to support solar panel 
installation at Village Hall. 
 

b) Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm – land between Bampton, Aston and Lew 
Chair reported that he had spoken to the chairs of South Leigh PC, Ducklington PC and 
Curbridge PC, who have all been or are in the process of negotiating solar farm planning 
applications. The chair has also spoken to members of the Bampton Parish Council who 
are also affected by this proposal. A common thread has been that it is better than 
houses, will be approved come what may so best approach is for the parish councils to 
engaged and work with developers. The community funding is calculated at an industry 
standard at £500 per year per kilowatt hour which equates to about £30k. The 
consensus is to split income generated it on percentage of land which would equate to 
about £12k for the parish. This would need be agreed with all the parish councils 
involved and let the developer know. 
Considerable concerns have been raised about the drainage of the site as it will put 
further pressure on the ditches around the Aston Mile. The site will need a attenuation 
and bund.  
Agreed that the parish Council will not objection but work to get the parish an equitable 
share of the community funding. 

 
9. Community Trust  

The AGM will be at 7pm on Wednesday 11th June in the Village Hall and all are welcome. 
 

10. Parish Infrastructure 
a) Village maintenance – none. 

 
11. Governance – Policies for Review and Resolution  

a) Media Policy 2025-26 
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement to renew the Media Policy for 2025-26 with the only amendment being 
the dates. 
 

b) Standing Orders 2025 - 2026 
The Clerk has reviewed and updated the Standing Orders with the latest guidance 
from NALC/OALC and SLCC. The amended document was emailed to councillors for 
review, but the detail was requested to be in the briefing notes so deferred to the 
July meeting. 
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12. FINANCE  
a) Account balances - noted. 

 
b) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period June 2025 as 

proposed by R LA Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in agreement. 
 

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – May Pay & WFH All.  265.86    265.86  

D Shenton – May Pay & WFH All.  318.00    318.00  

HMRC - PAYE  233.40    233.40  

Aston Football Club – April Grass Cutting  160.00    160.00  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33625580))  814.00  162.80  976.80  

Des Johnston – War Memorial (April) 75.00    75.00  

Des Johnson – War Memorial (May) 164.00    164.00  

Total to be decided and approved    £2,030.26  £162.80  £2,193.06  

        

Total of already approved/paid   £0.00  £0.00  £0.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

        

Lloyds Bank Card – Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 
£65.88  

57.90  10.98  68.88  

        

Total SDOs  £57.90  £10.98  £68.88  

Total  £2,088.16  £173.78  £2,261.94  

    

 
c. The budget for the year to March 2026 has been reviewed and no significant 
variations are anticipated at this time, so this budget as set at the January 2025 
meeting will not be revised.  
d. The contract with Microsoft has been reviewed and no changes to the billing 
can be made mid-year, however, this can be changed to annual billing at the next 
annual review.  For the two Microsoft 365 Business Licences this is 01/11/25 and 
for the Microsoft 365 Basic Licences, this is 27/01/26.  

 
 
13. Confidential Items 

Resolution not required as public had left the meeting. 
 

14. MUGA Tender  
a) It was RESOLVED as proposed by D Outen, seconded by R La Forte, with all in 

agreement to appoint Charles Lawrence Tennis Courts as the contractor for 
the installation of the MUGA at the recreation ground in Aston. 

b) It was RESOLVED as proposed by B Lings, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with 
all in agreement to appoint TW Hardscaping Ltd as the contractor for the site 
clearance for the MUGA site at the recreation ground in Aston. 
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15. Solar Panels Tender – to be refereed back to Community Trust and process agreed. 
 

16. Recruitment – G Ball and Clerk to lead on recruitment. Clerk will finish on 31st August 
2025.  

 
17. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting. 
 
18. Matters for inclusion on next agenda – none. 
 
19. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 3rd July at 7.30pm  
Being the monthly meeting of Parish Council.  
Meeting closed at 21.10 hrs. 
 
 
Signed……………….…………………………………………Dated……………………………….……………………………… 
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Appendix A 
 
Councillor Steve Cosier  
WODC Councillor’s report – June 2025  
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government  
 
On the 8 May 2025 I wrote to Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government 
regarding the future role of parish councils within the proposed West Oxfordshire Unitary 
Authority. I must, as one of your district councillors express my disappointment with the 
government's stance, which seems to overlook the very real concerns of local communities.  
 
While the Minister’s statement acknowledges the value of governance at the community 
level, it offers little reassurance about how parish councils will maintain their influence in 
decision-making as local government structures change. Parish councils are the backbone of 
community-led governance, ensuring that residents have a voice in planning, infrastructure, 
and essential local services. Simply preserving existing notification processes is not enough 
to guarantee meaningful engagement. Without clear commitments to strengthening their 
role, parish councils' risk being sidelined in a system that prioritizes streamlined 
administration over genuine democratic representation. I will continue to advocate for the 
interests of parish councils in my ward and ensure they remain at the forefront of 
discussions surrounding the unitary authority transition. It is imperative that those 
overseeing this process recognize the critical function that these councils serve and take 
active steps to empower them rather than diminish their role. 
 
Below is the response I received:  
 
Dear Councillor Cosier,  
 
Thank you for your correspondence dated 8 May 2025 regarding the future role of parish 
councils within the proposed West Oxfordshire Unitary Authority. The government believes 
that principal local authorities are best placed to develop effective arrangements and 
relationships with parish councils in their area. We know people value the role of 
governance at the community scale, which can be a concern when local government is 
reorganised. In our guidance to councils, we state that new unitary structures should enable 
stronger community engagement and deliver genuine opportunity for neighbourhood 
empowerment.  
Simpler structures can improve democratic accountability as residents know who to look to 
and it is clearer who is responsible for their needs. Parish Councils have an important role to 
play in the planning system and will continue to.  
In particular, current arrangements within Paragraph 8 of Schedule 1 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 which require local planning authorities to notify Parish councils 
of applications submitted in their area where the Parish council has requested to be notified 
will remain unchanged. Thank you for taking the time to write to us.  
Yours sincerely,  
Harry  
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Correspondence Unit Field North of North Street Farm, North Street, Aston Bampton  
 
This report provides an update on the planning application 24/02466/OUT for the 
development at Field North of North Street Farm, North Street, Aston Bampton. The 
purpose of this report is to outline key planning considerations, objections, and next steps.  
 
The Environment Agency and Oxfordshire County Council’s (OCC) Lead Local Flood Officer 
initially raised no objections. However, confirmation is awaited on whether these comments 
remain unchanged. There are outstanding ‘holding objections’ from OCC on archaeology 
and highways/transport grounds, as well as concerns from the Council’s Biodiversity Officer. 
These issues must be addressed before further progress can be made. The applicant has 
recently provided a Technical Note: Ecology Response to address biodiversity concerns, and 
this is currently under review by the Council’s Biodiversity Officer. The development site 
falls within a medium value zone, which requires a minimum of 40% affordable housing 
under Policy H3 of the Local Plan. The application currently proposes 6 plots (37.5% 
affordable housing), which falls short of this requirement. In the absence of a validated 
viability assessment justifying the lower provision, the proposal does not comply with Policy 
H3. The applicant has been advised to either increase the affordable housing provision to 7 
plots or submit a viability assessment to justify the lower number. A meeting with planning 
officers and the applicant is scheduled to discuss the outstanding matters.  
Further updates will be provided once progress is made regarding the resolution of holding 
objections on archaeology, highways, and biodiversity, confirmation from the Environment 
Agency and Lead Local Flood Officer regarding flood risk, and clarification on affordable 
housing provision compliance with Policy H3.  
The Parish Council may wish to closely monitor developments regarding affordable housing 
provision, ensuring compliance with the Local Plan. Engagement with OCC and the Council’s 
Biodiversity Officer could provide a clearer understanding of the potential environmental 
impacts. The council may also advocate for a timely resolution to concerns around transport 
and archaeology, given the implications for the community. Further updates will follow once 
discussions with the applicant progress. Thank you, Steve 
 
Steve.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk 
 
Appendix B 
 
Sandra Cosier Report:  

 

District Councillor’s Meeting with Police and Crime Commissioner: 

 

In May we met with the Police and Crime Commissioner, Mr Barber, to discuss local 

concerns about speeding and road safety in the ward. One of the issues that we have asked 

the PPC to look at is how Thames Valley Police use traffic data supplied by Speedwatch 

Teams. We have asked for some clarity on who receives the data, how it is used in 

enforcement, and whether parishes can access that information. The issue of closer 

collaboration with our Parish councils was raised. The PCC is going to engage with Norfolk 

Constabulary, who have a good record of partnership with Parish Councils. It is hoped that 

the PCC can learn about their best practices, with the aim of strengthening collaboration 

between local police and communities in the ward. To keep parishes informed, we have 

asked the Police and Crime Commissioner to make sure that all Parish Councils in the ward 

receive timely updates regarding speeding and enforcement. Information will be shared with 

mailto:Steve.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
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all Parish Councils, providing clarity on ongoing measures to address road safety concerns. 

We will be monitoring this, as it this particular item has slipped the PCC agenda.  

 

We have been informed that a new Dedicated Road Safety and Speeding Team is being 

created by Thames Valley Police. This team will work in partnership with Community 

Speedwatch groups. It is hoped that this will help local communities play a key role in 

tackling speeding issues. We remain committed to addressing resident concerns about 

speeding and road safety and will be meeting the PCC in the future to ensure that resident’s 

concerns are taken seriously.  

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions relating to this, please contact me: 

Sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk  

 

Thank you Sandra Cosier (West Oxfordshire District Councillor) 

mailto:Sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk

