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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

Thursday 4t September 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm

Members R La Forte (Chair)
Present: J Ordish
B Lings
G Ball
P Sparrowhawk
D Outen

In Attendance: C Street (Clerk)
D Shenton (RFO)
9 members of the public
County ClIr T Fenton
District Cllrs S & S Cosier

Formal thank you to the outgoing clerk, Elaine Anstee, for the last 7 years.
1. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from R Anstee.

2. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items — R La Forte and P
Sparrowhawk declare nonpecuniary interests in items 10A & 11, as trustees of the
Community Trust.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 7™ August 2025 were agreed.
A copy was not available for signing so it was RESOLVED that the meeting Chair signs
them at the next meeting.

4. Meeting Open for Public Participation — None.

5. WODC/OCC Matters

WODC Cllrs S and S Cosier — see emailed report at appendix A.

OCCClIr T Fenton —

e Congestion charge in Oxford to be decided on 15th Sept.

e Number of beds for those leaving care to be reduced by 25%, age eligibility to be
reduced to 21.

e £500k towards flood prevention projects have been approved.

e Annual electric blanket testing on 9th Oct in Witney.

e ClIr Priority fund is now open but is reduced to £10k per division for small projects.
e Annual gulley cleaning — gulleys in Aston due to be cleared in Oct or Nov.

* Review of salt bins —if we need more bins let Clir Fenton know. ClIr Ordish check our
bin.

e The chief executive of Oxfordshire County Council was given a tour of the local area
by Clir Fenton with a view to identifying issues to fix.
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6. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
a) Quick updates:

Electronic Speed Signs —We are still waiting for confirmation from OCC of the
installation date and that Westcotec can use the two identified lamp posts on
North Street and Cote Road. For the Bampton Road one see item 10d.
Gate at St James Church — The gate is awaiting installation. We are getting
quotes for the plaque.
Footpaths/Treescapes — volunteers have been identified and will start in
January 2026.
Thames Water — are still working in Aston and Bampton on the storm
overflow programme and hope to be able to provide an update later this year,
and will be in touch towards the end of September or early October.
Traffic Calming — deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects
analysed.
Great Brook Bridge — First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have
been raised frequently ever since. The Chief Exec of OCC has been shown the
issue.
North Street — District Cllr Cosier has emailed Chris Grain but not had a reply.
Need to be over 40cm deep before they will take action. Cllr Outen to liaise
with ClIr T Fenton.
Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently
raised in February 2025.
Cote Mile Bridge — No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street.
Defibrillators — Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery) - no news; cabinet (Aston & Cote
Primary School) — The head is happy to go ahead. The parish council have
agreed to fund the ongoing maintenance, on condition that the school
arrange and pay for the installation, and any future cabinet replacement,
should it be required.
B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery — white lining of road. The Fix My
Street report was updated on 7% April stating that the lines were to be
reinstated as soon as possible. COMPLETED.
Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield
Road. Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the
parish will be consulted.

b) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater

a)

b)

Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email. 2 weren’t registering but are
being monitored.

History Board Update
No update.

Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments.
This was raised at the APM and in Voices, but no one has been identified as of the
date of the meeting.
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c) Anti-Social Behaviour — None reported.
7. CORRESPONDENCE - all by email.
8. PLANNING

New planning applications

Reference 25/01702/FUL

Alternative Reference PP-14162834

Application Validated Fri 25 Jul 2025

Address Land Parcel at E433108 N204560 Lew Bampton Oxfordshire
Proposal Construction and operation of a ground-mounted solar farm

with battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure, access, ancillary
woks and landscaping.
Status Under consideration

NO OBIJECTION - conditional upon the satisfactory resolution of the objections raised by
both the Environment Agency and Local Lead Flood Authority. Full comment available on
WODC planning portal.

Community Benefit Fund to be paid to the three parishes affected (Aston, Curbridge and
Bampton). Agreement needs to be reached between the three parish councils. Aston and
Curbridge are in agreement with a proposed funding split. Clir LaForte to approach
Bampton and Curbridge chairs to discuss.

Update on Ongoing Planning Applications — For Information

a) Brier Furlong — Occupation due August 2025 — request for Thames Water to review
the issues and for Grampian Conditions to be rephased so this can be enforced.

b) Marsh Furlong —the clerk spoke to the Brier Furlong site manager who confirmed
that all connections to the pumping station for foul water at the back of Marsh
Furlong had been finalised. Concerns were subsequently raised by residents
following tests of the system at the end of July. WODC Planning have been advised,
and the clerk has contacted Thames Water urgently again for clarification.

c) StlJoseph’s Court —agenda item 7 under Thames Water. Cllr Outen to contact
Thames Water for update on the ditch.

d) North Farm —no update.

e) Potential new development — Lone Star Land (land agents) — planning application
still outstanding. Environment Agency have now objected to that application and
require another flood risk assessment is carried out.

f) Land south of Bampton Road — Croudace. No decision made yet.

g) Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm — land between Bampton, Aston and Lew — see
new planning application above.

h) StJames’s Court, North street — not yet decided objection agreed at the last
meeting.
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i) The Paddocks —to be decided at planning meeting on Monday 2pm WODC. No
parish councillors are available to attend. Recommendation for approval from WODC
Planning Officers (Parish Council had objected).

Update on Previous Planning Applications

Reference 25/01639/TCA

Alternative Reference PP-14153950

Application Validated Mon 07 Jul 2025

Address Greenacres Cottage Back Lane Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DQ
Proposal Group of 6 Birch - 2 metre reduction Walnut Tree - 1 metre
reduction, thin & deadwood removal.

Status Decided

Decision Raise no objection

Decision Issued Date Tue 05 Aug 2025

Reference 25/01251/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-14028719

Application Validated Fri 13 Jun 2025

Address Carmargue House North Street Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DJ
Proposal Loft conversion with skylights to create additional living space,

erection of single storey rear extension and construction of detached garage.
Status Decided

Decision Approve

Decision Issued Date Tue 05 Aug 2025

Reference 25/01073/FUL

Alternative Reference Not Available

Application Validated Mon 23 Jun 2025

Address Turner House 2 Wheelwright Court Ham Lane Aston OX18 2DE
Proposal Works to convert Turner House from one property into two
together with associated works.

Status Withdrawn

Decision Application Withdrawn

Decision Issued Date Thu 14 Aug 2025

Reference 25/00381/CND

Alternative Reference PP-13775034

Application Validated Thu 13 Feb 2025

Address Land North of Foxwood Close Aston Bampton Oxfordshire
Proposal Discharge of condition 15 (confirmation from Thames Water)
of Planning Permission 22/00986/FUL

Status Decided

Decision Approve

Decision Issued Date Tue 05 Aug 2025
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9. New Business

10.

11.

12.

13.

a)

b)

d)

Community Trust Grant Application
e Playground maintenance of £206.40 — agreed
e 3 yearly Electrical inspection work — £904.80 (match funding 50% of the cost)
— agreed.
e Remove more shrubbery behind playground £426 (50% of cost) — agreed.
e Request to replace basketball back board.

6 Monthly Review of External Assets.
Half yearly of the external fixed asset is due. Cllr John Ordish agreed to carry out
review.

War Memorial and Bus Shelter Cleaning — Tenders for 2026

Due to the retirement of the Parish Council’s existing contractor both these activities
need to be retendered. Tender paperwork on pages 10 to 18 of the briefing notes
for agreement.

It was agreed to go out to tender. Suggestion to put note in next edition of Voices to
gauge interest in the village, to ask current contractor for suggestions for a
replacement and to enquire whether a local gardener would take this on? Further
ideas to be discussed at the next meeting.

Highways Permit for Bampton Road VAS Installation

For the Bampton Road VAS installation, a Road Space Booking is required for which
the Parish Council is responsible. Detail of the process are in the briefing notes on
pages 7 to 9. Essentially this will be a charge of up to £1,160. A resolution is required
to proceed and place a purchase order/application for this.

Cllr LaForte to ask Cllr Fenton to advise how much OCC are part funding this.

Community Trust

e MUGA Update
Clearance has started. construction on MUGA to start 22" Sept — 6-8 weeks (see
notes last page 22). Once construction is concluded, ownership will be
transferred to the Community Trust.

Parish Infrastructure

a)

Village maintenance — none.

Governance — Policies for Review and Resolution - None

FINANCE

a)

b)

Account balances - noted. It was RESOLVED to transfer £100,000 from the Unity
Trust Current Account to the CCLA Investment Account.

Signatories — it was RESOLVED for all councillors to become signatories and for
signatories to provide mobile phone numbers in order that they can be alerted to
payments needing approval by the RFO.

It was RESOLVED to sign the contract for the construction. Signed by Clir Ordish.
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This contract is as per the one previously circulated, but with the payment section
amended at the request of the contractor. This section now reads:

“The Client will be invoiced to the following schedule:

In advance - £10,000 plus VAT (to be paid W/C 8" September)

Completion of fencing and macadam surfacing £80,750 plus VAT.
Completion of artificial grass carpet & equipment £25,000 (less 2.5% total project

retention) plus VAT.”

d) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period September

2025.

e £12,000 first payment for MUGA.
e f£40 for Des Johnson.

e Landscaping for the MUGA (shrub removal) — As the invoice has payment terms
of 7 days, the quote was approved and it was agreed it will be paid once invoice

is presented, subject to job completion.

NET VAT Gross
Amount

E Anstee — August Pay & WFH All. 427.12 427.12
D Shenton — August Pay & WFH All. 311.54 311.54
HMRC — PAYE August 376.56 376.56
Aston Football Club — Inv — July 2025 320.00 320.00
Charles Lawrence Tennis Courts — Advance Pmt 10,000.00 2,000.00| 12,000.00
Des Johnston —
Community Trust 50% cost of electrical work - KIR 904.80 904.80
Community Trust request for Playground Grant 206.40 206.40
WODC — Grounds Maint (Inv 33635624) 464.20 92.84 557.04
TW Landscaping — See Below 7,361.50 1,472.30 8,833.80
Total to be decided and approved £20,372.12| £3,565.14| £23,937.26
Freeola — Website domain charges 34.77 6.96 41.73
Total of already approved/paid £34.77 £6.96 £41.73
Monthly Standing Orders/DDs
Lloyds Bank Card — Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 57.90 10.98 68.88
£65.88
Total SDOs £57.90 £10.98 £68.88
Total £20,464.79| £3,583.08| £24,047.87

14. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting.
The Carterton branch of Bampton Surgery is closing and they are looking for new
premises - Cllr Ordish (who is chair of the Patient Group at the Surgery) will provide

updates if available.
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15. Matters for inclusion on next agenda -
It was noted that the previously deferred decision on the land next to Paddocks, was on the
agenda for the 8™ September Lowlands Planning meeting.

16. Date of next meeting: Thursday 2" October at 7.30pm
Being the monthly meeting of Parish Council.
Meeting closed at 21.15 hrs.

Appendix A

Councillor Steve Cosier (SASH District Councillor)
Councillor Sandra Cosier (SASH District Councillor)
September Report - 2025

A New Chapter for Infrastructure Funding

After more than a decade of delay by the last Conservative Administration, WODC has
finally reached a major milestone: the independent examination of our new Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule has concluded.

The examiner has confirmed that the CIL is sound, lawful, and based on solid evidence. This
means that future development will now contribute directly to the infrastructure our
communities need: school expansion, better bus services, flood defenses, biodiversity
protection, and green space improvements.

For the first time, Town and Parish Councils will receive a direct share of development-
generated funding, typically 15%, rising to 25% where a Neighborhood Plan is in place.
That's real money, coming back to the places where it's needed most.

Concerning the Local Plan Review

The Local Plan Preferred Policy Options Consultation has now come to an end. Residents
across the ward have engaged with compassion and clarity. The three largest parishes,
Stanton Harcourt (including Sutton), Standlake and Aston have felt mounting pressures from
housing developments. With approvals already stretching our infrastructure, the idea that
Aston can absorb major new growth without harm is deeply flawed.

The three parish councils have submitted detailed, evidence-based responses to the Local
Plan Review, setting out clear objections and drawing upon policy, precedent, and
experience. Their work is a testament to local leadership, and it deserves recognition at
district level.

Steve and | will continue to stand firmly alongside residents and the Parish Council. We will
be scrutinizing every proposed site allocation, challenging the assumptions behind them.
Final deliberations, including decisions on which sites and policies to carry forward—are
likely to begin in autumn 2025, with a Regulation 19 draft plan expected in early 2026,
subject to council scheduling and further public input.
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We thank residents and parish councillors for staying engaged, informed, and active. These
processes may seem technical, but they shape the future of our villages, and your voice
makes all the difference.

Business Grant — West Oxfordshire District Council

West Oxfordshire District Council is launching the Business Boost Grant to support rural
enterprises with strategic capital investments that drive growth, innovation, and
sustainability. Funded by the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) under the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund, the scheme aligns with the Council’s net-zero ambitions and long-term
economic goals.

A total of £25,000 is available, with individual grants of up to £5,000. Applicants must
provide at least 25% match funding, have traded for a minimum of six months, and be based
within West Oxfordshire. Funding is restricted to capital projects with a lifespan of five years
or more—such as equipment purchases, infrastructure upgrades, or construction.
Operational costs are excluded.

The grant aims to boost productivity, support new products or services, strengthen supply
chains, expand digital access, and create jobs and skills. Applications open 15 September
2025 and close 26 September 2025. Approved projects must be completed by 28 February
2026.

This is a targeted opportunity for rural businesses to invest in their future and contribute to
a stronger, greener local economy.
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