Aston
Shlfford

Chimney ‘\\\ l
MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 4t December 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm

Present: R La Forte (Chair), R Anstee, J Ordish, P Sparrowhawk, D Outen.

In Attendance: E Anstee (Locum Clerk), D Shenton (RFO), OCC Clir T Fenton,
WODCClIrs S & S Cosier, 7 members of the public.

. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from Clir G Ball & CllIr B Lings.

Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items — R La Forte and P
Sparrowhawk declared nonpecuniary interests in item 11 and item 9a, as trustees of the
Community Trust.

Minutes of the previous meeting on 6™ November 2025 were agreed and signed.

Meeting Open for Public Participation — No questions and the chair reminded those
present that the Parish Council will be advertising for a new clerk and, with the election
in May 2026 this is an ideal opportunity for anyone wanting to stand for a councillor
position to do so.

. WODC/OCC Matters

OCClIr — T Fenton reported that OCC had approved the changes to the household waste
and recycling centres which residents will have to book to use from the 14t January
2025.

There is a consultation running until 20t January 2025 about the potential closure of fire
stations at Eynsham, Chipping Norton and Woodstock.

The Local Government Reform proposals have been submitted to the Secretary of State
and it is now a waiting game for what the government decides to do.

The congestion charge is live in Oxford and running for 3 months. Residents of
Oxfordshire can apply for up to 25 free permits.

WODC Cllrs S and S Cosier — see emailed report at appendix A.

Additional comments:

The Fire Station consultation has been called into the WODC Scrutiny Committee on the
9th January 2026 to which the public are invited to attend. Some considerations are that
the fire service is now more of a rescue service, there are going to be 40% more houses
in West Oxfordshire and how does the extra traffic from the new homes impact
response times.
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6. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
a) Quick updates:

Electronic Speed Signs — We are still waiting for confirmation from OCC of the
installation date. We have confirmation that Westcotec can use the two identified
lamp posts on North Street and Cote Road.

Traffic Calming — deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects analysed.

Highways Permit for Bampton Road VAS Installation
e For the Bampton Road VAS installation, the Road Space Booking charge of
up to £1,160 was waived. The installation date is the 9t" January and ClIr D
Outen agreed to be the point of contact on the day. RFO to resend What 3
Words for exact location.

Footpaths/Treescapes — volunteers have been identified and will start in January
2026. No further updates.

Thames Water — are still working in Aston and Bampton on the storm overflow
programme.

e Thames Water have agreed to install fencing and have cleared the rest of
the ditch as a goodwill gesture (as it is landowners’ responsibility) to the
culvert.

e The culvert still needs to be cleared and identification of who is responsible
for the culvert on going. RFO to check with OCC on ownership on ongoing
maintenance responsibilities.

e |t was noted that enforcement is the responsibility of WODC however
there is a limit to the fines that can be imposed.

e ClIr Cosier to follow up on groundwater issues.

e St Joseph’s Court has been completed with a trench dug as far as the gates.

Great Brook Bridge — First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have been
raised frequently ever since. The Chief Exec of OCC has been shown the issue.
Barriers have been hit again. Clerk contacted Humza, Highway Engagement Officer
at OCC and copied in ClIr T Fenton and the MP. Humza has confirmed that the
bridge is currently in the design stage, with construction due to commence in
Summer 2026. A general inspection is due in December 2025.

North Street — District Cllr Cosier has had the following response from Chris Grain:
No date has been assigned for pothole repairs and this year’s schedule is fully
booked, however there is a possibility that structural patching could be done. ClIr
Outen to liaise with ClIr T Fenton.

Clerk contacted Humza, Highway Engagement Officer at OCC and copied in Clir T
Fenton. The response was that any work was likely to be in the 2026/27 financial
year.

Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently raised in
February 2025.

Cote Mile Bridge — No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street.

Defibrillators — Primary School — this was passed to the Head to arrange
installation; Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery) - Cllr G Ball will be following up with
Aston Pottery to confirm location and Stonewater (funder) to confirm funding.
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Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield Road.
Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the parish will be
consulted.

Community Trust Grant Application- request to replace basketball back board. Clir
LaForte to reminded the committee to make application but none received as of
the date of the meeting.

6 Monthly Review of External Assets. Half yearly review of the external fixed asset
was carried out by ClIr John Ordish. 1 bench needs attention to have foliage cut
back and this has been done.

War Memorial and Bus Shelter Cleaning — Tenders for 2026 -

e The current contractor is happy to carry on for the time being however the
cost of the Public Liability Insurance required to carry out the role exceeds
the remuneration for the job. RFO to review current copy of insurance
certificate. Contractor to get comparison quotes for £2m and £5m.

e Plants at war memorial - roots are taking over and causing a problem to
other plants. Cllr Ordish has review with Contractor and alternate yews to
be removed.

e The loose blocks from the around the curtilage of the war memorial to
removed and stored securely. RFO to contact OCC about reinstatement.

Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments. One
person has expressed an interest. Cllr J Ordish to ask for details and this to be put
on next agenda for resolution.

b) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email. It was RESOLVED as proposed by
Clir D Quten, seconded by Clir R Anstee, with all in agreement, to agree continuation
of “Cloud” support for the 4 data loggers as per quote from OTT Hydromet Ltd,
being £871.20, plus VAT.

c) History Board Update
History Group will arrange a visit to printers to follow up on progress.

d) Anti-Social Behaviour — None as of date of meeting.

7. CORRESPONDENCE - all by email.

8. PLANNING
New planning applications
Reference 25/02792/HHD
Alternative Reference PP-14367078
Application validated 20 November 2025
Address 44 Saxel Close, Aston, OX18 2EB
Proposal Erection of single storey rear extension to infill and extend
rear elevation.
Status Under consideration

No Comment
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Reference
Alternative Reference
Application validated
Address

Proposal

Status
No Comment

Reference
Alternative Reference
Application validated
Address

Proposal

Status
Decision

Reference
Alternative Reference
Application validated
Address

Proposal

Status

Decision

Reference
Alternative Reference
Application validated
Address

Proposal

Status
No Comment

25/02747/TCA

N/A

6 November 2025

17 Bull Street, Aston, 0X18 2DN

T1 Crab apple — reduce crown by 1m-1.5m.

T2 Bay —reduce to approx. 4ft, retaining young growth.
Under consideration

25/02692/TCA

PP14455155

31 October 2025

Rosedale Cottage, Ham Lane, Aston, OX18 2DE

T1 Birch — Tree on frontage. Reduce height by up to 2 meters
& reduce sides as required to leave rounded naturalistic form.
Decided

No objection

25/02772/TCA

PP-14478767

11 November 2025

South View Cottage, Back Lane, Aston, OX18 2DQ

T1 Weeping Willow — Pollard tree at a heigh of around 6m.
Decided

No objection

25/02808/TCA

PP-14487666

13 November 2025

2 St Joseph’s Court, Bampton Road, Aston, OX18 2BU

MT1 — Sycamore — Reduce by 1.5-2m all round, remove
deadwood, crown raise to 5m by removing 4 low branches —
due to encroaching on gardens.

MT2 — Sycamore — reduce height by 2m. Remove major
deadwood, remove epicormic growth from stem — due to
encroaching on gardens.

T4 — Red Acer — Remove major dead wood. Reduce crown by
up to 2.5m to balance, remove epicormic growth on stem due
to die back.

Under consideration
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Update on Ongoing Planning Applications — For Information

Brier Furlong —

It was reported that the first 18 houses are now occupied and 10 more due for
occupation in December.

Request made for Thames Water to review the issues and for Grampian
Conditions to be rephased so this can be enforced.

Discussion with members of the public regarding the adoption of the road and
the pumping station, and who is responsible for managing the drainage - as
the issue is the connection to the foul water drains which in turn link to the
unadopted pumping station.

It was noted that enforcement of the planning conditions is inadequate.
Awaiting TW response on how many drains are affected.

Update from District Councillor - Drainage repairs to be carried out by Mears,
then Thames Water can assess so that the County Council can then adopt the
road.

Thames Water have stated that they have not been invited to any meeting
and Mears have not turned up either. Stalemate. Clir S Cosier will follow up
again.

Marsh Furlong —

The former clerk spoke to the Brier Furlong site manager who confirmed that
all connections to the pumping station for foul water at the back of Marsh
Furlong had been finalised. Concerns were subsequently raised by residents
following tests of the system at the end of July.

WODC Planning have been advised, and the clerk has contacted Thames
Water urgently again for clarification.

As above, update from District Councillor - Drainage repairs to be carried out
by Mears, then Thames Water can assess so that the County Council can then
adopt the road.

See point — Brier Furlong

North Farm —

The WODC Case Officer has accepted that the application is for '9+3' units

not 12 and additional affordable housing should not be required. However, he
still has to discuss this with the housing officer before this position is finalised.
EA objected to connecting to foul water system but subsequently withdrew
this objection. It was noted that the default would be to connect to mains
water system.

Still stalled on the affordable housing.

OCC Highways and Transport have objected.

The last entry on the planning portal is 6.11.25

The chair continues to maintain a dialogue with Bluestone as the OCC
representation and OCC’s position has not changed.

The current ‘Spatial Consultation” may have some influence on the planning
authorities’ approach — see Chair’s email.

Potential new development — Lone Star Land (land agents) — Planning application still
outstanding.
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e Environment Agency objected to the application and required another flood
risk assessment be carried out; this is now complete, and they withdrew their
objection. However, the flood zone boundaries have changed and this now
links to flood zone 3.

e Design and Conservation officer at the Lead Planning Authority has objected.

Land south of Bampton Road — Croudace. No decision made yet.
e Applicant has submitted revised FRA. LLFA(OCC), EA and ourselves (with
Technical Note) have all objected again. Biodiversity objection still extant.
Repeated Thames Water responses inconsistent and incomplete.

Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm — land between Bampton, Aston and Lew.

e Discussions with Bampton and Curbridge & Lew Parish Councils regarding
funding split are ongoing - Aston and Curbridge & Lew are in agreement,
Bampton have not agreed and have revised their claim from an equal third to
a 35% (Curbridge), 35% Aston and 30% Bampton split. Proposal from Aston
with Curbridge & Lew in agreement is a 42/42/16 split. It was RESOLVED as
proposed by CliIr R La Forte, seconded by Clir R Anstee, with all in agreement
to formally propose this split in funding. Chair to continue negotiations on this
basis.

e EA has objected due to flood risk.

Land South of St James’s Court, North Street — not yet decided; objection agreed at
Aug meeting. An updated site plan for the 8 houses has been submitted.

The Paddocks — This has been approved.
e Query raised as to whether the correct decision-making process has been
followed.
e [t was noted that it is not connected to the mains; there was a suggestion of
installing a septic tank, but this was not thought to be a long-term solution.
e ClIr Cosier to make further enquiries with planning department as no response
yet.

Update on previous planning application decisions. See above.

9. New Business

a) It was RESOLVED as proposed by Cllr J Ordish, seconded by Cllr D Outen, with all
in agreement to agree the Community Trust application for matched funding for
new blinds for hall @ £805.94 total price, grant request £402.97.

b) Grant request from Aston and Cote Primary School. It was RESOLVED as
proposed by Clir J Ordish, seconded by Clir R La Forte, with all in agreement, to
approved £500 grant funding to Aston and Cote Primary School towards the
installation of a kitchen.

c) Grant request from Citizens Advice Bureau. It was RESOLVED as proposed by ClIr
R Anstee, seconded by ClIr P Sparrowhawk, with all in agreement, to approved
£500 grant funding to the Citizens Advice Bureau.

d) Flood Management Funding — it was RESOLVED a proposed by Clir R |a Forte,
seconded by ClIr R Anstee, to resubmit an expression of interest.
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e) WODC Spatial Options Consultation — following a discussion on a response as per
Chairman’s email dated 28t November 2025 it was agreed that the chair would
respond as detailed in the email.

10. Community Trust

e MUGA Update — further to the last update it has been suggested that a path
should be put in. This would support better disability access and in inclement
weather help prevent the artificial grass becoming muddy. To investigate if
the contingency retained by WODC could be used for this.

e Other infrastructure projects —the chair continues to discuss priorities and
use of S106 funds to support the Community Trust 10-year infrastructure
using the existing S106 as detailed in this plan.

e Chairs — for information only — the trust committee is looking at replacing the
current plastic chairs with padded ones.

11. Parish Infrastructure
a) Village maintenance — none.

12. Governance — Policies for Review and Resolution - None

13. Confidential Items
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14. FINANCE

a) It was RESOLVED as proposed by ClIr R Anstee, seconded by Clir J Ordish, with all in
agreement to approve the following payments for the period December 2025.

NET VAT Gross
Amount

OTT Hydromet — Inv Annual Cloud support 871.20 174.24 1045.44
D Shenton — Nov Pay & WFH All. 399.46 399.46
C Street — Oct Pay & WFH Allowance 248.55 248.55
HMRC — PAYE September 156.28 156.28
Community Trust — 50% Match funding — Blinds 402.97 402.97
Aston Youth Football — Grass Cutting Sept 2025 320.00 320.00
Aston & Cote Primary School - Grant Application 500.00 500.00
Des Johnston — War Memorial & bench tidy 55.00 55.00
\WODC — Grounds Maint (Inv 33646061) 407.00 81.40 488.40
Citizens Advice Bureau Grant 500.00 500.00
Smith & Derby — Church Clock Servicing - Inv 442.00 88.40 530.40
138880
Transfer to CCLA Investment Account 15000.00 15000.00
Total to be decided and approved £19,302.46 £344.04| £19,646.50
Total of already approved/paid £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Monthly Standing Orders/DDs
Lloyds Bank Card — Bank Charge £6, Microsoft 270.70 52.94 323.64
£41.16 plus annual charge of £276.48.
Total SDOs £270.70 £52.94 £323.64
Total £19,573.16 £396.98| £19,970.14

15. Final budget for 2026-27.

It was RESOLVED as proposed by ClIr J Ordish, seconded by Clir R Anstee, with all in
agreement to agree the budget for 2026-27 as proposed being expenditure of £35,213.

16. Precept Request for 2026-27

It was RESOLVED as proposed by ClIr J Ordish, seconded by Clir R Anstee, with all in
agreement to agree the precept request for 2026-27 as proposed being £32,078.04. This
will keep the precept request per band D property at £49.74 staying the same as in

2025-26.
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17. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting.

18. Matters for inclusion on next agenda — none

19. Date of next meeting: Thursday 8t January 2026 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 22.00pm.
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Appendix A
West Oxford District Councillors Report - December 2025
Aston and Cote Preferred Spatial Options for the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2043 — Aston.

As part of the Local Plan review, the Council is consulting on a proposed development in
Aston. West Oxfordshire District Council Local Plan 2043 Preferred Spatial Options
Consultation ends on 22 December 2025. Aston is being classified as a 'large village’
proposed by Planning officers as a suitable candidate for growth under the Local Plan’s
spatial strategy. Planning officers are supporting the inclusion of houses in Aston as part of
any future development. Planning officers are considering a residential development of 40
new homes north of Aston (Area M). This proposal is part of the Local Plan’s strategy to
focus medium-scale growth in Tier 3 villages like Aston. Planning Officers say the ‘site fits
well with the village’s existing layout and is visually contained within the landscape’. The
Council is asking residents to respond to the Consultation question 31 page 68 of the plan.
You can submit your views through the consultation portal or by email. Be sure to reference
Area M — North of Aston and Question 31 in your response. Residents can view the full
consultation and submit feedback online at: www.westoxon.gov.uk/localplan2041 We
would love to hear your views and urge you to submit your feedback and attend the drop-
in-session in Standlake Village Hall - 9th December (4-7pm).

Submission of the 2 Unitary Authority Proposal

We can confirm that the 2 Unitary Authority Proposal has been successfully submitted
within the Government’s deadline. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) has acknowledged receipt of the submission, marking an important
milestone in this process. The next stage involves a high-level review by the Government,
during which all submitted proposals will be assessed against the established criteria.
Following this review, the Government will determine which proposals will progress to the
consultation phase, which we anticipate will begin at the end of January 2026. We would
like to take this opportunity to thank the parish council and all residents for their continued
engagement throughout the year with Parish and District matters. We wish you all a
peaceful Christmas.

If you would like to discuss anything in this report please ask.
Sandra.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk Steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
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