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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 3 July 2025 S ‘
MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

Thursday 3" July 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm

Members R La Forte (Chair)
Present: R Anstee
G Ball
P Sparrowhawk
B Lings
John Ordish

In Attendance: E Anstee — Clerk
6 members of the public
Clir Steve Cosier (WODC)
Cllr Sandr Cosier (WODC)

. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from D Outen.

Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items — R La Forte and P
Sparrowhawk declared a nonpecuniary interest in item ?? as trustees of the Community
Trust.

Minutes of the previous meetings of the Parish Council on 5™ June 2025 were agreed,
and it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in
agreement, that the meeting Chair signs them.

Meeting Open for Public Participation.

There was a thank you to the Parish Council for all the work they do on planning and
making sure that the residents concerns are fully detailed to planners.

There were specific comments about the Croudace planning application:

Treescape — there is concern about the footpath/verge and impact on trees. Verge is
OCC Highways, and they have objected re the trees.

The applicant paperwork has lots of contradictions and lacking in detail with respect to
the footpath etc. There is talk of a crossing but where and how will this protect
pedestrians. There is a question about who would pay for crossing — the developer/OCC
Highways.

The planning portal limits the number of words/characters for responses which is why
the Parish Council emails planning direct. Residents can do this too though it is not
obviously stated on the website.

WODC/0OCC Matters

WODC Clirs S and S Cosier — see emailed report at appendix A.

Additionally, it was reported that a new alcohol license had been agreed for the Aston
Potteries.

The Local Government Reorganisation was discussed at this point, and it was agreed
that the chair to respond on behalf of Parish Council with support for the single unitary
council for Oxfordshire and that the value of Parish Councils to be considered.

The chair also confirmed that we are still awaiting a response on the issues with North
Farm. The perversity of the planning rules where affordable housing was included at the
request of the planners only to take the development into a different planning bracket
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which would demand more affordable housing. The suggestion was to reduce the

number of houses to 9 to take it under a major development.

Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
a) Quick updates:
e Electronic Speed Signs — Installation date to be confirmed. Clerk continues to
chase OCC on an agreement to connect the ones on North Street and Cote
Road to the streetlights for power.
e (ote Chapel — B Lings reported that it has been acquired by the Friends of
Friendless Churches - Friends of Friendless Churches - Rescuing places of
worship in England & Wales

e Gate at St James Church — The gate has been ordered, and installation
organised for once it is delivered.

e Footpaths/Treescapes — volunteers asked for at APM and in the article in the
May edition of the Voices. There have been no enquiries to the clerk.

e Thames Water — Confirmation of the header wall being taken on by Thames
Water received by email. The work will start on 7t July for 4 weeks. This does
not include the entire length of the ditch for which agreement from the
landowner is still outstanding.

e Traffic Calming — deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects
analysed.

e Great Brook Bridge — First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have
been raised frequently ever since. No further update.

e North Street — WODC Councillor email dated 19t June. The work that has
been done/very badly.

e Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently
raised in February 2025.

e (Cote Mile Bridge — No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street.

e Defibrillators — Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery), no news, and cabinet (Aston &
Cote Primary School) the RFO will contact the governors.

e B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery — white lining of road. The Fix My
Street report was updated on 7™ April stating that the lines were to be
reinstated as soon as possible. Still not done.

e Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield
Road. Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the
parish will be consulted.

b) Neighbourhood Plan
The clerk attended a meeting on 10 June organised by CFO and sent email update.
Neighbourhood Funding scheme for parishes has been stopped by UK Government.
Not to progress at this time.

¢) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email.

d) History Board Update
The History Group are awaiting quotes to inform the decision on the format they
want to use for the board.
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e) Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments.
This was raised at the APM and in Voices, but no one has been identified as of the
date of the meeting.

f) Anti-Social Behaviour — None reported.

7. PLANNING

New planning applications

Reference 25/01247/0UT

Alternative Reference PP-14023221

Application Validated Wed 04 Jun 2025

Address Land Parcel South of Kingsway Cottages Bampton Road Aston
Bampton Oxfordshire

Proposal Outline application for development of up to 40 dwellings

including affordable housing with associated highway and landscaping works (with all
matters reserved except means of access)

Status Under consideration

Object — Chair will submit.

Reference 25/01359/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-14069799

Application Validated Fri 13 Jun 2025

Address 11 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR
Proposal Erection of a summer house and construction of a garden shed
Status Under consideration

No objection

Reference 25/01251/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-14028719

Application Validated Fri 13 Jun 2025

Address Carmargue House North Street Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DJ
Proposal Loft conversion with skylights to create additional living space,
erection of single storey rear extension and construction of detached garage.

Status Under consideration

No Objection

Reference 25/01412/CND

Alternative Reference PP-14057840

Application Validated Tue 10 Jun 2025

Address Land North of Foxwood Close Aston Bampton Oxfordshire

Proposal Discharge of condition 5 (drainage scheme) of Planning
Permission 22/00986/FUL

Status Under consideration
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Re planning application, 25/01422/FUL, for 8 Houses south of St James Court on next
agenda with an extension to 11%* August for Parish Council response.
B Lings stated that although it is 8 houses it is over the 1000 square meters for living space

so falls under HE3 and should include affordable housing. One condition should be for a foot

access to link up St James Court to this site and then to North Farm, to Lonestar to Brier

Furlong.

Update on Ongoing Planning Applications — For Information
a) Brier Furlong — Occupation due August 2025.

b) Marsh Furlong — agenda item 9a. The clerk to contact Thames Water about Pumping

station at back of Marsh Furlong.

c) StlJoseph’s Court —agenda item 7 under Thames Water.

d) North Farm — discussed under item 6.

e) Potential new development — Lone Star Land (land agents) — planning application
now expected at the July Lowlands Planning committee as awaiting the applicant’s
response to the objections and Natural England. — Now September — check with

planning.

f) Land south of Bampton Road — Croudace — application for consideration above.

g) Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm — land between Bampton, Aston and Lew — the
chair has contacted contractor direct and is working with Curbridge and Bampton
Parish Council chairs. R Anstee reported that Finstock also have a community led
solar farm and maybe worth contacting.

Update on Previous Planning Applications

Reference
Alternative Reference
Application Validated
Address

Proposal

Status

Decision

Decision Issued Date

Reference
Alternative Reference
Application Validated
Address

Proposal

25/01273/TCA

PP-14040913

Thu 22 May 2025

3 St Joseph’s Court Bampton Road Aston OX18 2BU
Reduce 3 Sycamores & crown raise one Beech
Decided

Raise no objection

Thu 05 Jun 2025

25/00603/CND

PP-13783678

Wed 05 Mar 2025

Land North of Foxwood Close Aston Oxfordshire
Discharge of conditions 13 (lighting strategy), 16 (Travel

Information Pack) and 17 (details of cycle parking) of Planning Permission 22/00986/FUL

Status
Decision
Decision Issued Date

Decided
Approve
Thu 19 Jun 2025
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Reference 24/02194/TCA

Alternative Reference Not Available

Application Validated Tue 17 Jun 2025

Address Manor Farmhouse Woodbridge Close Aston 0OX18 2DB
Proposal Removal of tree located on southern boundary

Status Decided

Decision Raise no objection

Decision Issued Date Tue 17 Jun 2025

8. New Business
a) Replacement of Clerk laptop.
Deferred for the new clerk to action.

9. Community Trust

MUGA — at the suggestion of the S106 the application for funding to be revised to use solely
S106 funding and the Parish Council’s element to be used to support other projects at the
Recreation Ground such as teenage play area and solar panels for the village hall. The clerk
to submit revised application (done on 5% July).

A priority for projects at the Community Trust has been identified by the committee.

10. Parish Infrastructure
a) Village maintenance — none.

11. Governance — Policies for Review and Resolution
a) Data Retention Policy
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in
agreement that the Data Retention Policy stands, without changes, for 2025-26.

b) Standing Orders 2025 - 2026
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R la Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with most in
agreement that the Standing Orders for 2025-26 by agreed with the changes
detailed in the briefing notes.
B Lings was against the fact that the use of ‘he/she/they’ had been removed. This
was a decision by NALC. The clerk has feedbacked this comment to NALC and the
SLCC.
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b) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period July 2025 as
proposed by J Ordish, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in agreement.

NET VAT Gross
Amount
NET VAT Gross
Amount
E Anstee —June Pay & WFH All. 245.68 245.68
D Shenton —June Pay & WFH All. 318.00 318.00
HMRC — PAYE July 219.00 219.00
Aston Football Club — May Grass Cutting 320.00 320.00
WODC — Grounds Maint (Inv 33629356) 814.00 162.80 976.80
WODC — Waste Bin Emptying (Inv33627988) 1,088.10 217.62 1,305.72
Community Heartbeat — Defib Maintenance 165.00 33.00 198.00
Total to be decided and approved £3,169.78| £413.42| £3,583.20
UOFLOWS Flooding Report for planning 375.00 375.00
Total of already approved/paid £375.00 £0.00 £375.00
Monthly Standing Orders/DDs
Lloyds Bank Card — Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 57.90 10.98 68.88
£65.88
Total SDOs £57.90 £10.98 £68.88
Total £3,602.68| £424.40| £4,027.08

c. It was RESOLVED to approve the transfer of £7,000 from the CCLA account to
the Unity Trust account as proposed by J Ordish, seconded by R Anstee, with all

in agreement. RFO to action.

13. Confidential Items

Resolution not required as public had left the meeting.

14. Recruitment — The clerk and G Ball reported that adverts for the Clerk role were now on
the noticeboards and on the OALC listings. It had also been submitted to the Voices for

the July issue.

Adverts to go in the Community Shop, church noticeboard, garage and the link to be

shared on Facebook.

Information on options in case the recruitment fails to be present by the clerk at the

August meeting.
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15. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting.
16. Matters for inclusion on next agenda — none.
17. Date of next meeting: Thursday 7™ August at 7.30pm

Being the monthly meeting of Parish Council.
Meeting closed at 21.14 hrs.
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West Oxford District Councillors Steve Cosier and Sandra Cosier
Report —June 2025

West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2041:

West Oxfordshire District Council has begun a six-week public consultation on their
Local Plan 2041, running from 26 June through to 8 August 2025. This Local Plan is
the key strategic document that will determine how our district develops through to
2041, including where new homes are built, how jobs and services are provided, and
what infrastructure improvements are made.

The consultation focuses on three main areas that will shape the final plan. First, a
draft vision for what West Oxfordshire should look like in 2041, setting out the
district council's long-term ambitions. Second, revised the objectives for the Local
Plan, which are the key priorities designed to achieve that vision. Thirdly,
consultation on their preferred policy options (these are the approaches WODC want
to take to address the major challenges facing our district, including the climate
emergency, housing affordability, and nature recovery).

| should emphasize that this is not yet a draft Local Plan, and WODC are not
proposing specific development sites at this stage. Instead, they are seeking feedback
on the direction and policy approaches that will underpin the eventual draft plan. A
separate consultation on actual development sites will follow later this year, which
will be particularly relevant for us as a parish council when considering potential
impacts on our community.

The district council has made the consultation accessible through several channels.
There's an online platform where residents can provide detailed feedback on each
section of the proposals. Hard copies are available at council offices and all district
libraries for those who prefer physical documents. Most importantly for residents,
WODC are holding nine public drop-in events across the district during July,
including sessions at nearby venues such as Long Hanborough, Chipping Norton,
Eynsham, and Witney, where residents can speak directly with planning officers.
The consultation closes on 8 August.

Saxel Close Sign Location — Update

West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) is addressing a long-standing issue
concerning the relocation of a sign in Saxel Close, Aston. The issue is now being led
by a newly assigned case officer. The delay in resolving the issue has been
acknowledged by WODC, with apologies for the time taken. The core challenge lies in
the coordination between district and county council responsibilities and a limited
number of viable alternative locations for the sign.

To move things forward, WODC is pursuing a three-pronged approach. Firstly, they
have submitted an inquiry to the county council regarding the dropped kerb process.

Secondly, their legal team, led by solicitor Geetanjali Wahi, is reviewing whether the
council can resolve the matter using existing planning consent. Thirdly, a site visit is
planned for next week to assess the situation in person and explore practical options
that may have been overlooked. Key challenges include the physical constraints
around relocating the sign and the breakdown in inter-authority coordination, which
has slowed progress.
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WODC remains committed to resolving the issue through legal, procedural, and
practical means. The upcoming site visit is expected to provide crucial insight and
guide the next steps. Regular updates will be provided to me as developments unfold.

Fire at Dix Pits:

We would both like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to the local Fire Service for
their actions in extinguishing a fire at Dix Pits this month. The fire causes significant
damage to one of the buildings on the site and thankfully no one was injured. The fire
is now being investigated by the specialist Thames Valley Fire Service Investigation
Unit.

Have your say on a new future for local government in Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire County Council is inviting residents to give their views on a proposed
shift to a single unitary council Oxfordshire Council which would take

responsibility for all local services. This change would replace the current two-tier
system made up of six councils. The government wants to simplify local government
to improve service delivery and efficiency. A single council would handle everything
from highways, libraries, and education to waste collection, housing, planning, and
parks providing joined-up services across the county.

The options:

e One unitary council - Oxfordshire Council (the County Council preferred
option)

e Two councils - Oxford and Shires Council (Cherwell, Oxford City, West
Oxfordshire) & Ridgeway Council (South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse, West
Berkshire)

e Three councils - Greater Oxford, plus separate northern and southern unitaries
including West Berkshire

How this could benefit residents: A single council could:

e Improve service coordination

e Reduce bureaucracy

e Deliver savings that can be reinvested locally

e Provide simpler access to service
Your opinions are important. Fill out the online survey before 11:59pm on
Sunday 27 July 2025. Your input will help shape the final proposal, which will be
sent to the government by 28 November 2025.
Go to: letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation
Many thanks
Clir Steve Cosier — steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
Cllr Sandra Cosier — sandra.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
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