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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 2" October 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm

Present: R La Forte (Chair), B Lings, P Sparrowhawk, R Anstee.

In Attendance: C Street (Clerk), D Shenton (RFO) County ClIr T Fenton, District
Cllrs S & S Cosier, 6 members of the public

1. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from Clirs J Ordish, G Ball, D Outen.

2. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items — ClIrs R La Forte and P
Sparrowhawk declared nonpecuniary interests in item 11, as trustees of the Community
Trust.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting on 4™ September 2025 were agreed and signed. A
copy of the 7" August meeting agreed at the last meeting was signed.

4. Meeting Open for Public Participation — Discussion held regarding planning (see item 8)

5. WODC/OCC Matters
WODC Cllrs S and S Cosier — see emailed report at appendix A.
e Damage to road at back lane by Children’s Homes — ClIr Cosier to request this is
included in the repairs schedule.
e Thames Water at Marsh Furlong — ClIr Cosier awaiting update.
e Saxel Close — agreed to reinstate sign to its original location.

OCCClIr T Fenton —

e Congestion charge in Oxford is due to start on 29t" October; there are cameras at
6 locations and the charge is £5 per day unless you qualify for a permit
(Oxfordshire residents can apply for 25 day permits per year).

e Thereis a map on OCC website of planned highway maintenance.

e Councillor Priority Fund is now open but is less than in previous years at £10k for
2 years; applications to be made through the OCC website for community-based
projects only.

e Proposed streetlights switch off plan — if communities want any lamps switching
off they must request this and will be charged £50 per lamp. ClIr Fenton to
provide further clarification.

e SEND transport application query.

6. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
a) Quick updates:

Electronic Speed Signs — We are still waiting for confirmation from OCC of the
installation date. We have confirmation that Westcotec can use the two identified
lamp posts on North Street and Cote Road.

Traffic Calming — deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects analysed.

Highways Permit for Bampton Road VAS Installation
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e For the Bampton Road VAS installation, a Road Space Booking a charge of
up to £1,160 is required for which the Parish Council is responsible. A
resolution is required to proceed and place a purchase order/application
for this.

e ClIr Fenton has provided a contact for Clir LaForte to contact regarding
how much OCC are part funding this and whether they will waive the
highways permit? Once this has been clarified it was agreed we would
proceed. Clerk to then reply to email giving the go ahead.

e RFO to circulate invoice for permit.

Gate at St James Church — The gate is now installed.

Footpaths/Treescapes — volunteers have been identified and will start in January
2026. No further updates.

Thames Water — are still working in Aston and Bampton on the storm overflow
programme.

e They have agreed to install fencing and clear the rest of the ditch as a
goodwill gesture (as it is landowners’ responsibility) and have been asked
to include clearing the culvert.

e We need to identify who is responsible for the culvert on going.

e |t was noted that enforcement is the responsibility of WODC however
there is a limit to the fines that can be imposed.

e CllIr Cosier to follow up on groundwater issues.

Great Brook Bridge — First raised as an issue in 2015. Further concerns have been
raised frequently ever since. The Chief Exec of OCC has been shown the issue.
Barriers have been hit again.

North Street — District ClIr Cosier has had the following response from Chris Grain:
No date has been assigned for pothole repairs and this year’s schedule is fully
booked, however there is a possibility that structural patching could be done. Clir
Outen to liaise with ClIr T Fenton.

Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently raised in
February 2025.

Cote Mile Bridge — No outstanding reports on Fix-My-Street.

Defibrillators — Primary School — this was passed to the head to arrange
installation; Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery) - no news

Crossing on Cote Road between the end of Marsh Furlong and Poundfield Road.
Currently awaiting scheduling at OCC. OCC have confirmed that the parish will be
consulted.

Community Trust Grant Application- request to replace basketball back board. Clir
LaForte to remind them to make application.

6 Monthly Review of External Assets. Half yearly review of the external fixed asset
was carried out by ClIr John Ordish. 1 bench needs attention — agreed to review at
next meeting.

War Memorial and Bus Shelter Cleaning — Tenders for 2026 -

It was agreed to go out to tender. Suggestion to put note in next edition of Voices,
to ask current contractor for suggestions and to enquire whether a local gardener
would take this on. It would be good to get local contractor rather than use Ubico.
Decision needed by the November meeting.
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Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments. One
person has expressed an interest. Cllr Ordish to follow this up.

b) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email.

a) History Board Update
No update.

b) Anti-Social Behaviour — None reported.

CORRESPONDENCE - all by email.
e Cote Chapel contact details on our website were found to be linked to old URL — this
has now been updated.

PLANNING
New planning applications —

25/02253/HHD | Installation of three ground floor windows to east | 10 Pound Field
elevation and one to west elevation, retrospective | Road Aston
approval for rear garage door and pergola

NO OBJECTIONS

Update on Ongoing Planning Applications — For Information

Brier Furlong —

e |t was reported that the first 16 houses are now occupied

e Request made for Thames Water to review the issues and for Grampian
Conditions to be rephased so this can be enforced.

e Discussion with members of the public regarding the adoption of the road and
the pumping station, and who is responsible for managing the drainage - as
the issue is the connection to the foul water drains which in turn link to the
unadopted pumping station.

e |t was noted that enforcement of the planning conditions is inadequate.

e Awaiting TW response on how many drains are affected.

Marsh Furlong —

e The former clerk spoke to the Brier Furlong site manager who confirmed that
all connections to the pumping station for foul water at the back of Marsh
Furlong had been finalised. Concerns were subsequently raised by residents
following tests of the system at the end of July.

e WODC Planning have been advised, and the clerk has contacted Thames
Water urgently again for clarification.

St Joseph’s Court —agenda item 7 under Thames Water. Clir Outen to contact Thames
water for update on the ditch.

North Farm —
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e The WODC Case Officer has accepted that the application is for '9+3' units
not 12 and additional affordable housing should not be required. However, he
still has to discuss this with the housing officer before this position is finalised.
e EA objected to connecting to foul water system but subsequently withdrew
this objection. It was noted that the default would be to connect to mains
water system.

Potential new development — Lone Star Land (land agents) — Planning application still
outstanding.
e Environment Agency objected to the application and required another flood
risk assessment is carried out; this is now complete, and they have withdrawn
their objection.

Land south of Bampton Road — Croudace. No decision made yet.
e Both the EA and the biodiversity officer have objected. New flood risk
assessment has been requested.

Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm — land between Bampton, Aston and Lew.

e Discussions with Bampton and Curbridge & Lew Parish Councils regarding
funding split are ongoing - Aston and Curbridge & Lew are in agreement,
Bampton have not agreed. Bampton to discuss at their next parish council
meeting.

e EA has objected due to flood risk.

Land South of St James’s Court, North Street — not yet decided; objection agreed at
Aug meeting.

The Paddocks — This has been approved.
e Query raised as to whether the correct decision-making process has been
followed.
e |t was noted that it is not connected to the mains; there was a suggestion of
installing a septic tank, but this was not thought to be a long-term solution.
e CllIr Cosier to make further enquiries with planning department.

Update on previous planning application decisions. See above.

9. New Business
a) Request for Grass Cutting Contractors to cut the grass verges from the Children’s
home in Back Lane up to the Ducklington Road. RESOLVED to contact the contractor,
Ubico, to request they ensure they include this in their future cutting schedule.

10. Community Trust
a) MUGA Update:

e Contractor arrived on site on 29" a week later than agreed.

e The surfacing material supplier was not responding to contact attempts so
alternative better quality, cheaper surfacing was sourced; this is scheduled for
November, although contractor suggested it may have to wait until spring as dry
conditions are needed. Agreed to go ahead with works and review weather at the
time.

e Payment stages were agreed.
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e The Community Trust will not take it on until fully completed.

b) Wish list of projects includes installing solar panels and an older children’s
playground — options for the latter are being investigated although they are not like
for like comparisons as certain equipment is bespoke to the contractor. A meeting is

being held to discuss this further.

11. Parish Infrastructure
a) Village maintenance — none.

12. Governance — Policies for Review and Resolution - None
13. FINANCE

a) Account balances - noted.
b) Request for grant to Voices - £1500 AGREED

c) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period October 2025.

E Anstee - Final Pay 43.00
D Shenton - Sep Pay & WFH Allowance 315.04
C Street - Sep Pay & WFH Allowance 313.90
HMRC - Oct PAYE on above 172.60
E Anstee - Printing re-imbursement 133.56
Aston Football Club - Grass cutting August 2025 160.00
Community Trust 50% of additional clearing - Agreed Sep PC 427.00
Community Trust - Hall Hire 148.00
WODC - Inv 33646061 -Grounds Maintenance August 488.40
WODC - Inv 33645609 - Emptying Waste Bins to 31/03/2026 1305.72
Des Johnston - Inv - War Memorial Tidy
Voices - Grant Request 1,500.00
Subtotal £ 5,007.22
Standing Orders & DDR's From 1% Jan
2025
Lloyds Bank Card 68.88
Bank Charge £3
Microsoft Monthly Subscription Charges £65.88
Subtotal £ 68.88
Total £ 5,076.10
Note: There is an additional £1 to Aston & Cote Community
Trust, as there was an underpayment last month.
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14. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting.
e Flood Prevention Group met — it was noted that the area between the brook and the
road at Brook Road belongs to OCC so they must maintain the trees.
e Clerk’s working practices — the clerk works 3 hours per week and will be available
Friday morning 10-12, where practical.

15. Matters for inclusion on next agenda -
e Draft budget to be agreed in November and finalised in December.
e Apologies from ClIr LaForte for the next meeting.

16. Date of next meeting: Thursday 6™ November at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 21.30pm.

Appendix A

Councillor Steve Cosier (SASH District Councillor)
Councillor Sandra Cosier (SASH District Councillor)
October Report - 2025

Planning for a Greener Oxfordshire: Local Energy, Local Action

We are pleased to share an update on Oxfordshire’s Local Area Energy Planning (LAEP)
initiative. This is a project that will help to shape how we meet our energy needs in the
years to come.

Oxfordshire is one of six areas in the UK selected to pilot LAEP, a nationally supported
programme that uses detailed local data to plan for the change to net zero. The aim is to
identify effective ways to decarbonise our buildings, transport, and energy systems
(personalised to the unique needs of each district, including parishes).

Oxfordshire’s energy demand could rise by 60% by 2050, driven by electrification of
heating and transport. The plan highlights the need for improvements to our electricity
grid. Local solar generation could play a major role, with potential to supply up to 25%
of Oxfordshire’s electricity needs by 2050.

This means thinking about how WODC supports residents in making energy-efficient
improvements and ensuring our infrastructure keeps pace with change.

Nature Recovery in West Oxfordshire: A Shared Vision for a Wilder Future

West Oxfordshire District Council has endorsed the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery
Strategy (LNRS), a countywide plan to restore biodiversity and tackle the climate and
ecological emergency. Covering over 40% of Oxfordshire, including 41% of West
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Oxfordshire; the strategy identifies priority habitats and actions to support over 800
species while delivering benefits like carbon storage, flood protection, and improved
access to nature.

Shaped by over 2,100 public responses, the LNRS will guide Biodiversity Net Gain in
developments and inform the district’s Local Plan 2041. Its success depends on
collaboration across councils, communities, landowners, and conservation groups,
making it a shared commitment to a greener, more resilient Oxfordshire.
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