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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 1st May 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm 

 
Members      R La Forte (Chair) 
Present:  D Outen 

J Ordish 
G Ball  
P Sparrowhawk  

   B Lings  
      

        In Attendance: E Anstee – Clerk 
D Shenton - RFO 

   7 members of the public 
      
1. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from R Anstee. 

 
2. Annual Parish Council Meeting 

• Election of Chair – This item was chaired by R La Forte as the outgoing chair. 
He indicated his willingness to continue for another year. He was proposed 
by J Ordish, seconded by P Sparrowhawk and unanimously so elected. 
R La Forte signed the Acceptance of Office form. 
R La Forte then continued as Chair of the meeting.  

• Election of Vice Chair – It was decided, as no one wished to stand for this 
role, to continue as in 2024-25 with councillor’s taking it in turns to chair a 
meeting where the chair is absent. It was decided to review the Media Policy 
in light of an issue when the chair is not available. 

• Election of Transport Representative – it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La 
Forte, seconded by J Ordish, with all in agreement that this would sit with the 
relevant portfolio role. 

• Election of Community Trust Representative - it was RESOLVED as proposed 
by B Lings, seconded by J Ordish, with all in agreement that R La Forte 
continue in this role with P Sparrowhawk to act as deputy. 

• Election of Representative to the local committee of Cote Chapel - it was 
RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement that B Lings continue in this role. 

• Election of Representative for the RAF Brize Norton Local Community 
Working Group meetings (currently 1 evening meeting per year and an 
invitation to an evening summer semi-formal event). It was RESOLVED as 
proposed by B Lings, seconded by R La Forte, with all in agreement that D 
Outen takes on this role. 

• Discussion and decision on who will submit PC news article to Voices (bi-
monthly) – R La Forte to continue to write and submit the Voices article. 

• Portfolio assignments – it was RESOLVED for these to remain the same as 
proposed by R La Forte, seconded by J Ordish, with all in agreement. The 
clerk to update with the relevant district and county councillors once the 
election results are published.  

• Annual Parish Council meeting concluded at 19.42 hours. 
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3. Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items – R La Forte and P 

Sparrowhawk declared a nonpecuniary interest in agenda item 12 as trustees of the 
Community Trust.  J Ordish declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 11a being 
the grant for St James Church yard maintenance. 

 
4. Minutes of the previous meetings of the Parish Council on 10th April 2025 were agreed, 

and it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by J Ordish, with all in 
agreement, that the meeting Chair signs them. 

 
5. Meeting Open for Public Participation  

Resident from Marsh Furlong asked about the installation of a pedestrian crossing on 
Cote Road near the village hall. This had originally been part of the agreement for the 
planning for Marsh Furlong. The clerk will contact OCC Highways and investigate the 
options of Zig-zag lines, pedestrian crossing and additional white lining. 

 
6. WODC/OCC Matters  

Due to the local elections there were no district or county councillors present. 
 

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings   
a) Quick updates:  

• Electronic Speed Signs – Clerk is arranging for the post to be installed on the 
Bampton Road so that the Vas can be installed. 

• Cote Chapel – No update. 

• Gate at St James Church – the gate is on order and J Ordish has arranged a 
site visit by the supplier to ensure the dimensions are correct. J Ordish is also 
arranging the plaque. 

• Footpaths/Treescapes – No volunteers have come forward following the 
APM.  

• Thames Water – The minutes from the Thames Water meeting on 25th April 
2025 were circulated to the council prior to the meeting. The clerk has some 
dates for an online meeting, and it was decided to pt for the 30th May 2025. 
D Outen and J Ordish to attend. Clerk to set up with Thames Water. 

• Traffic Calming – deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects 
analysed. 

• Great Brook Bridge – OCC Highways responded and confirmed that a rebuild 
of the bridge is planned but not until 2027 to allow for planning and design. 
No further update. 

• Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently 
raised in February 2025. No further update 

• Bridge at the end of Cote Mile – no update.   

• North Street – Following the potholes being filled on the 4th April, but the 
Clerk has been assured that there is a plan to redress the road, but no 
timings have been forth coming from OCC Highways.   

• Defibrillators – Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery), no news, and cabinet (Aston & 
Cote Primary School). The RFO will contact the school. 

• B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery - white lines are programmed to be 
reinstated. 



 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 1st May 2025               

1949 

 

 
b) Neighbourhood Plan 

The clerk has contacted Community First Oxfordshire about support production of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. There has been no response to the clerk will follow up. 
 

c) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater 
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email. Lodging the data collected with 
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre was discussed but it was decided that 
this would potentially give developers more information so at this time the data will 
remain solely with the Parish Council. 

 
d) History Board Update 

No update. 
 

e) Anti-Social Behaviour – None reported. 
 
 

8. PLANNING 
 

New planning applications  
 
The chair thanked C Smith for digging out the Grampian conditions guidelines. This is 
produced by WASP. A highlight is that Parish Council should request Grampian conditions 
using the wording in the guidelines for any new large developments. 
 
Reference   25/00868/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13907828 
Application Validated  Fri 11 Apr 2025 
Address   Thistle Cottage 4 Wheelwright Court, Ham Lane OX18 2DE 
Proposal   Erection of ancillary garden room 
Status    Under consideration 
No objection but considerations for tree roots etc and traffic management. 
 
Reference   25/00919/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13895134 
Application Validated  Mon 14 Apr 2025 
Address   11 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR 
Proposal   Proposed garage conversion. 
Status    Under consideration 
No objection – traffic management. 
 
Reference   25/00853/OUT 
Alternative Reference  PP-13704451 
Application Validated  Mon 07 Apr 2025 
Address   North Farm North Street Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DJ. 
Proposal   Outline application with some matters reserved for 12 
dwellings, provision of new access and associated works. 
Status    Under consideration 
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• Objection from Environment Agency about the sewage packing treatment option. 
Due to Aston clay sub-straight an overflow will sit on the soil and contaminate it. We 
can challenge/mitigate as connecting to the main sewer and further overloading the 
sewage system is not conscionable. One of the options to mitigate is a potential 
overflow by having a communal system with reed beds.  
Parish Council position is, in the following order, challenge-mitigate-connection to 
foul sewer (red line). 

• No objection with the following design changes – remove the public parking and 
make green. The Parish Council requests the following are conditions of any planning 
approval: 

1. That the access to the North Farm includes a pedestrian crossing across North Street. This 
is in the design and access statement but must happen. 

2. Given that this is a development endorsed by the community that there should be no 
connection to the main sewer. Having noted the Environment Agency objection to Package 
Treatment Plant this should be challenge or mitigated. In the Parish Council view the risk of 
contamination from connecting to the foul sewer is demonstrably much higher than 
overflow of the Package Treatment Plant. However, if connection to the main sewer is 
approved then a Grampian condition is applied that there is no occupation until all Thames 
Water upgrades to the wastewater network to the Bampton Sewage Treatment plant, 
including the recently postponed upgrade to the capacity. 

3. The Parish Share of S106 monies to be prioritise for traffic calming and footway 
improvements in the parish. 

4. That the Construction Management Plan includes timed deliveries/collection no earlier 
than 8.30am and that all construction related vehicles are parked on site. North Street is 
narrow and has constant traffic movements including farm vehicles. 

Update on Ongoing Planning Applications – For Information 
a) Brier Furlong – The Bampton sewage works upgrade still has no update. 
b) Marsh Furlong – No update. 
c) St Joseph’s Court –agenda item 7 under Thames Water.  
d) North Farm – Planning application for outline planning above. 
e) Potential new development – Lone Star Land (land agents) –No application as of 

date of agenda but anticipated for 27th May 2pm at Lowlands and R La Forte will 
attend. 

f) Land south of Bampton Road – Croudace – no planning application at time of 
agenda. 
 

Update on Previous Planning Applications  
 
Reference   25/00473/HHD 
Alternative Reference  Not Available 
Application Validated  Tue 25 Feb 2025 
Address   4 St James Court North Street Aston OX18 2BF 
Proposal   Erection of single storey rear extension to garage/store and 
raising of roof to create annex in roof space 
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Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Tue 15 Apr 2025 
 
Reference   25/00482/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13800854 
Application Validated  Mon 17 Mar 2025 
Address   4 Southlands Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2DA 
Proposal   Erection of a single storey extension 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Tue 22 Apr 2025 
 
Reference   25/00460/HHD 
Alternative Reference  PP-13791036 
Application Validated  Fri 28 Feb 2025 
Address   2 St Joseph’s Court Bampton Road Aston OX18 2BU 
Proposal   Erection of a single storey rear extension 
Status    Decided 
Decision   Approve 
Decision Issued Date  Tue 22 Apr 2025 
 
9. New Business  

a) St James Church – Grant Request  
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by G Ball, with all in 
agreement, to make a grant of £570 for the grass cutting at St James Church for the 
2024 season. 
 

b) Insurance Renewal for 2025-26 
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement to accept the renewal quote for £614.93 from Clear Councils LRD. This is 
the third year of three so next year the council will have to retender for the 
insurance. 
 

10. Community Trust  
a) It was RESOLVED as proposed by J Ordish, seconded by D Outen, with all in 

agreement that the Parish Council would be the client for the commissioning of the 
MUGA at the recreation ground in Aston. 

 
That RFO will send out tender requests based on the tender specification provided 
by the Community Trust. These tenders will be on the agenda at the Parish Council 
meeting on the 5th June 2025. All tenders, quotes and subsequent invoices will be 
managed and paid by the Parish Council. 
 

b) B Lings asked that the basketball backing board on the existing MUGA be replaced. 
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11. Governance – Policies for Review 
a) Finance Regulations 2025-26 
It was RESOLVED as proposed by J Ordish, seconded by R L Forte, with all in agreement 
to agree the revision and adopt the revised edition of the Finance Regulations 2025-26. 
 

12. Parish Infrastructure 
a) Village maintenance – none. 

 
13. FINANCE  

a) Outgoings for May are forecast to be £3k with a balance of £45k in the current 
account.  A transfer of £27k would leave a reserve in the current account of £15k (as 
per the Annual Investment Strategy – Appendix 2 Finance Regulations 2025. 
It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in 
agreement to authorise a transfer of £27k from the Unity Trust current account to 
the CCLA investment account. 

b) Review of the year to 31st March 2025 – noted that there is a slight adjustment for 
the investment income as the April report should an estimate. 

c) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period May 2025 as 
proposed by R LA Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in agreement. 

 

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – May Pay & WFH All.  380.45    380.25  

D Shenton – April Pay & WFH All.  201.20    201.20  

HMRC - PAYE  305.82    305.82  

Community Trust Matched Funding   801.22    801.22  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33619529)  370.00  74.00  444.00  

St James’ Church Grant for Grass Cutting  570.00    570.00  

Clear Councils (Annual Insurance Premium)  614.63    614.53  

Total to be decided and approved    £3,243.32  £74.00  £3,317.32  

        

        

Total of already approved/paid   £0.00  £0.00  £0.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

        

Invoices for payment in May, not yet received        

Total SDOs  £0.00  £0.00  £0.00  

Total  £3,243.32  £74.00  £3,317.32 

 
14. Receipts and Payments Account to 31 March 2025 
It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 as 
proposed by R La Forte and seconded by P Sparrowhawk, with all in agreement. 

 



 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 1st May 2025               

1953 

 

15. Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25  
The Council reviewed each of the internal control objectives and confirmed that the 
answer in each case was “Yes.”  The completed document responses were RESOLVED as 
proposed by J Ordish, seconded by D Outen, with all in agreement. 
 

16. Section 2 – Accounting Statements for 2024-25 
The council reviewed the accounting statements for 2024-25. It was RESOLVED to 
approve the Section 2 Accounting Statements return covering the financial accounts as 
proposed by P Sparrowhawk and seconded by J Ordish with all in agreement. 
 

17. Internal Audit for 2024-25 
The report of the internal auditor was discussed. It was RESOLVED to agree the internal 
audit with no actions and that it was effective as proposed by P Sparrowhawk, seconded 
by J Ordish, with all in agreement. 
 

18. Bank Reconciliation as at 31 March 2025  
The bank reconciliation to the 31st March 2025 was reviewed and RESOLVED as 
proposed by J Ordish, seconded by D Outen with all in agreement. 

      
19. Notice of Public Rights for 2024-25 

It was RESOLVED as proposed by P Sparrowhawk, seconded by J Ordish, with all in 
agreement, to agree the dates of the public rights for the period on the 2024-25 
financial year being Tuesday 3rd June 2025 to Monday 14th July 2025 being 30 working 
days, including the first 10 working days of July.  

 
20. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting. 
 
P Sparrowhawk reposted that he attended the Bampton Flood Group on 1st May. There is an 
appointed OCC representative, and he obtained their contact details. Thames Water 
representative was absent. 
 
21. Matters for inclusion on next agenda – none. 
 
22. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 5th June at 7.30pm  
Being the monthly meeting of Parish Council.  
Meeting closed at 21.59 hrs. 
 
 
Signed……………….…………………………………………Dated……………………………….……………………………… 
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