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MINUTES OF ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 10" April 2025 at the Village Hall, Aston, at 7.30pm

Members R La Forte (Chair)
Present: D Outen

R Anstee

B Lings

In Attendance: Elaine Anstee — Clerk
9 members of the public

. Apologies from Members: There were apologies from G Ball, J Ordish and P
Sparrowhawk.

Parish Councillors - Disclosure of interests on agenda items — R La Forte declared a
nonpecuniary interest in agenda item 10a and 12 as a trustee of the Community Trust.

Minutes of the previous meetings of the Parish Council on 6™ March 2025 were agreed,
and it was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in
agreement, that the meeting Chair signs them.

Meeting Open for Public Participation
Resident from Marsh Furlong commented on the lack of spending by OCC, specifically of
S$106 funding they hold.

. WODC/OCC Matters
Clir D Levy (OCC) provided a report attached at Appendix A.
Clir S Cosier (WODC) provided a report attached at Appendix B.

Matters Arising from Previous Meetings
a) Quick updates:

e FElectronic Speed Signs — Clerk is arranging for the post to be installed on the
Bampton Road so that the Vas can be installed.

e (Cote Chapel — B Lings reported that he had heard the Historic Chapels Trust
had gone into voluntary liquidation.

e (Gate at St James Church — Finalised quote has been received and wording for
the plaque agreed.

e Footpaths/Treescapes — On agenda for APM.

e Thames Water — As of time of agenda Thames Water was working at the
pumping station by St Jospeh’s Court. This was to carry out the work that had
been anticipated would be done in August 2024. The ditch along the edge of
the field/culvert under the pumping station and a concrete works have been
done but could not do the next section due a duck’s nest in the second part
of the ditch Clerk to follow up with Thames Water.

e Traffic Calming — deferred until VAS (see first point) installed and effects
analysed.
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e Great Brook Bridge — OCC Highways have responded and confirmed that a
rebuild of the bridge is planned but not until 2027 to allow for planning and
design.

e Beddles Turn - Raised with OCC Highways in 2018 and was most recently
raised in February 2025.

e Bridge at the end of Cote Mile — no update.

e North Street — The potholes were filled on the 4™ April but the surface is no
better. The Clerk has been assured that there is a plan to redress the road
but no timings have been forth coming from OCC Highways.

e Defibrillators — Brier Furlong (Aston Pottery), no news, and cabinet (Aston &
Cote Primary School).

e B4449 past St Joseph’s and Aston Pottery - white lines are programmed to be
reinstated.

b) Neighbourhood Plan
The clerk has contacted Community First Oxfordshire about support production of a

Neighbourhood Plan.

¢) Data Loggers and Project Groundwater
Reports from loggers supplied by D Outen by email.

d) History Board Update
No update.

e) APM
Review of Agenda and annual report (circulated by email).

Annual report agreed.

f) 6 Monthly Review of External Assets.
All'in order.

g) Anti-Social Behaviour — None reported.

7. PLANNING

New planning applications

Reference 25/00698/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13861618

Application Validated Wed 19 Mar 2025

Address 8 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR
Proposal Removal of garage door and replace with a bi-fold door
Status Under consideration

No objection
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Reference 25/00647/LBC

Alternative Reference PP-13846176

Application Validated Tue 11 Mar 2025

Address Cote Cottage Cote Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2EG
Proposal Alterations including kitchen, partitions and WC to be

removed, new kitchen to be installed, aperture to be reinstated and window installed to
front, new WC added, new opening formed, existing boiler removed and a new external
boiler to be installed, adjustment vehicle gated entrance to side.

Status Under consideration

No objection but would ask that a restriction is put on parking of building construction
traffic on narrow but consistently used road — especially large farm and lorries.

Reference 25/00603/CND

Alternative Reference PP-13783678

Application Validated Wed 05 Mar 2025

Address Land North of Foxwood Close Aston Bampton Oxfordshire
Proposal Discharge of conditions 13 (lighting strategy), 16 (Travel
Information Pack) and 17 (details of cycle parking) of Planning Permission 22/00986/FUL
Status Under consideration

No objection.

Reference 25/00546/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13805016

Application Validated Mon 03 Mar 2025

Address Chestnut House Ham Lane Aston Oxfordshire OX18 2DE.
Proposal Erection of single storey rear, side and front extensions, two
storey side extension and a garage with associated alterations and landscaping

Status Under consideration

No objection but would ask that a restriction is put on parking of building construction
traffic.

Reference 25/00497/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13794943

Application Validated Thu 06 Mar 2025

Address 12 Saxel Close Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2EB
Proposal Works to include changes to layout including single story rear

extension to form open plan kitchen/dining/living space, alterations to porch and driveway.
Construction of detached garden store in front garden.

Status Under consideration

No objection but would ask that a restriction is put on parking of building construction
traffic.
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Reference 25/00460/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13791036

Application Validated Fri 28 Feb 2025

Address 2 St Joseph’s Court Bampton Road Aston OX18 2BU
Proposal Erection of a single storey rear extension

Status Under consideration

No objection but would ask that a restriction is put on parking of building construction
traffic.

Reference 25/00482/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13800854

Application Validated Mon 17 Mar 2025

Address 4 Southlands Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2DA
Proposal Erection of a single storey extension

Status Under consideration

(Prior approval planning refused for 25/0128/PN42 - Erection of replacement conservatory
to rear elevation (4.5m x 2.2m height to eaves/3.3m max. height) in February 2025).
No objection but asked that a restriction is put on parking of building construction traffic.

Update on Ongoing Planning Applications — For Information

a) Brier Furlong — The Bampton sewage works upgrade was questioned and R La Forte
will email WODC about condition 15 (concern about the St Joseph’s works being
used to offset this).

b) Marsh Furlong — agenda item 9a and concerns about parking when there are large
events. Clerk to invite the PCSO to come and see the issue plus attend the APM if
they are available.

c) StlJoseph’s Court —agenda item 7 under Thames Water.

d) North Farm — Posted on the WPDC planning portal on 09/04/2025. Responses due
30/04/2025 and clerk has requested an extension to the 2"¢ May.

e) Potential new development — Lone Star Land (land agents) — there is still no planning
application formally submitted, and it is now expected at the May Lowlands Planning
committee but awaiting the applicant’s response to the objections.

f) Land south of Bampton Road — Croudace — no planning application at time of
agenda.

Update on Previous Planning Applications

Reference 24/02903/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13557685

Application Validated Wed 27 Nov 2024

Address 17 Pound Field Road Aston Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2FR
Proposal Erection of a rear ground floor extension, installation of a side
window and repositioning of existing pergola (Amended Description).

Status Decided

Decision Approve

Decision Issued Date Mon 10 Mar 2025
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Reference 25/00043/HHD

Alternative Reference Not Available

Application Validated Thu 09 Jan 2025

Address 3 Chimney Farm Cottages Chimney Oxfordshire OX18 2EH
Proposal Erection of detached summer house.

Status Decided

Decision Approve

Decision Issued Date Thu 20 Mar 2025

Reference 24/03209/HHD

Alternative Reference PP-13641895

Application Validated Wed 18 Dec 2024

Address Willow Farm Cote Bampton Oxfordshire OX18 2EG
Proposal Erection of single-storey rear extension, remodelling of

existing rear and side extensions, new glazed cloister to rear, raised roof and remodelling to
barn and landscaping works.

Status Decided
Decision Approve
Decision Issued Date Wed 26 Mar 2025

8. New Business

10.

a)

b)

Community Trust — Matched Funding Request

It was RESOLVED, as proposed by R Anstee, seconded by D Outen, with all in
agreement to provide a grant of £801.22 being 50% of the total cost of the fence
around the car park. This funding to be taken from the match funding reserve for the
Community Trust.

Appointment of 2 Allotment Trustees for the Aston and Cote Allotments.

Two of the current 3 allotment trustees have completed their 4-year terms and are
standing down with effect from March 2025. The Parish Council must appoint new
trustees under the 1970 Charity Commission trust document. The clerk has
approached the Allotment Secretary for suggestions of who would be interested.
The clerk to ask if a representative could give an update at the APM and ask for
volunteers to be trustees.

Governance — Policies for Review — Annual review of Effectiveness of Internal Controls

a)

Councillor’s Travelling Allowances Scheme 2025-26

It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by R Anstee, with all in
agreement to approve the revised Councillor’s Travelling Allowances Scheme 2025-26.

b)

Small Grant Application Form for 2025-26

It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by D Outen, with all in agreement
to approve the revised Small Grant Application Scheme for 2025-26.

Community Trust
The S106 is currently being worked on by the clerk with WODC.
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11. Parish Infrastructure
a) Village maintenance
Staining of the posts at the war memorial as report under the asset review.

b) General Maintenance contract
It was RESOLVED a proposed by R La Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in
agreement to implement the General Maintenance contract for 2025-26.

12. FINANCE
a) Account Balances to 31t March 2025 — noted.
b) Review of the year to 31t March 2025 — noted.
c) It was, RESOLVED, to approve the following payments for the period April 2025 as
proposed by D Outen, seconded by B Lings, with all in agreement.

NET VAT Gross

Amount
E Anstee — April Pay & WFH All. 204.12 204.12
D Shenton — April Pay & WFH All. 224.60 224.60
HMRC - PAYE 168.00 168.00
D Johnston — Inv 2527 285.00 285.00
Aston Football Club — Inv MAR25 160.00 160.00
Total to be decided and approved £1,041.72 £0.000 £1,041.72
Total of already approved/paid £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Monthly Standing Orders/DDs
Clerk’s CC — Microsoft £65.88, Bank Charge £3 57.90 10.98 68.88
Clerk’s CC March (RBL — VE Day flag) 19.99 3.99 23.98
Total SDOs £77.89 £14.97 £92.86
Total £1,119.61 £14.97) £1,134.58
d. It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in
agreement to agree the allocation of reserves to carry forward to the 2025-2026 financial
year.
e. It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in

agreement, to complete and submit an “Email instructions authority form” to CCLA.

It was further RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in
agreement, to agree an investment/withdrawal amount at each meeting from 1%t May 2025.
f. It was RESOLVED as proposed by R La Forte, seconded by B Lings, with all in
agreement to agree the Asset Register for 2024-25 with carry forward to 2025-26.
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13. Parish Councillors’ and clerk’s reports from meetings attended since last meeting.
OALC Council Day at OCC, County Hall on 3rd April — Clerk.
OCC Part Night Lighting — 8th April — Clerk.
BBOWT Tour —J Ordish and R La Forte attended, and it was very useful and BBOWT have
followed up with a useful list of contacts and information on the 5th April.
14. Matters for inclusion on next agenda.

15. Date of next meeting: Thursday 1t May 2025, 7.30pm

Being the Annual parish Council Meeting followed by the monthly meeting of Parish Council.
Meeting closed at 21.30 hrs.

1943



Aston
_ Cote
Shifford -

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 10t April 2025 Chimney g\
Appendix A
County Council report, April 2025 — Dan Levy

Roads Maintenance A large amount of money has been made available by the County
Council for road maintenance. You will start to see roads being fixed, now that the weather
is improving. Potholes can’t be fixed when it is wet. Ideally you won’t notice that it is
happening — people notice the holes but not fixed roads — but inevitably there will be some
temporary delays in some places. North St potholes have been filled. As has the route
through Yelford. | wish we had the money to do a proper resurfacing, but as set out below,
we do not. A £7.4m project for surface dressing of roads, i.e. fixing the whole surface rather
than just the holes is underway. We have restored annual cleaning of gullies — this had been
reduced to once every four years in the 2021 budget as part of that administration’s policy
of deliberate “managed decline”. We have also reorganised the Highways team, so that
parish councils have a single person they can liaise with —and | know the officer for this area
has been working hard to make this role as effective as possible. The total budget for roads
maintenance is £60m. It remains the case that the government has grossly underfunded
road maintenance. We have been given £24m this year. The County Council has put
additional money into the area but has to balance that with supporting children’s service
and adult social care and other key, people critical work.

A40 The work on the Shores Green junction in Witney has commenced. That will make the
eastern Witney junction work in each direction and will also improve cycling access to
Witney. You probably won’t be surprised to hear that the council’s contractors found a
Thames Water main that Thames Water didn’t have on their maps! You might have noticed
that the traffic lights under the bridge on the way into Witney are removed whenever they
can be. The team is trying to ensure that there is the minimum disruption during the work.
The other A40 work, from Eynsham to Wolvercote, is in the planning process and should
commence by the end of the year. It would still be much better had the option of a railway
from Carterton to Witney, Eynsham and Oxford been pursued, and if re-elected, we will
continue to plan for a railway as well as making the best of the government funded A40
schemes.

Planned Road closures Could | warn you that there is a planned closure of the road from
Sutton to Eynsham from 10 to 12 May, from 8pm to 6am. That is for road lining. And a full
closure of the road through Stanton Harcourt by Thames Water, from 28 April to 2 May,
which they have thoughtlessly rescheduled from the school holidays to term time.

Local government reorganisation latest. The initial response from the Oxfordshire
authorities has gone to the Ministry for Communities, Housing and Local Government
(MCHLG) government department next week. There will be three options of differing
merits. 1. A whole Oxfordshire Unitary authority 2. Two Unitaries - i) Vale of White
Horse/South Oxfordshire, /West Berkshire and ii) WODC/Cherwell/City of Oxford 3. Three
Unitaries: i) an enlarged Oxford City (including Eynsham and South Leigh and probably
Witney), rump of South and Vale and West Berks iii) rump of WODC and Cherwell. The
government will acknowledge receipt shortly and confirm that the next input will be
required in November, responding to issues that will have been pointed out and giving more
detail, to be followed by a decision from MGHLG thereafter. Option 1 will cause the least
disruption to key services such as social services and the fire & rescue service, and deliver
the least financial shock, as well as meeting the criteria set out by government, e.g. to have
new unitaries of at least 500,000 residents. That doesn’t mean the government will support
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it. Politics might trump logic. West Berkshire have yet to confirm that they want to be part
of options 2 and 3 rather than remaining standalone or joining in a reconfigured set of
Berkshire authorities. We do need to make sure that whatever MCHLG decides, there is a
role for parish councils embedded in the new arrangements and that decisions are taken at
the most local level where they can be. A set of parishes in South Oxfordshire have written
to the Sec of State pointing out that the Greater Oxford idea is unacceptable and that they
haven’t been consulted. You might choose to do so here. A greater Oxford council would
have a massive impact on places included within it, and that might well include Aston - we
don’t know, because the city proposal is short on information or consultation. It was a
pleasure to see members of many parish councils, including your clerk, at County Hall last
week, at a OALC / County Council liaison meeting.
Thames Water The High Court ruled that TW’s taking on extra very expensive debt could go
ahead, despite the legal efforts of the MP for Witney and Windrush Against Sewage
Pollution (WASP). | suspect this attempt to keep Thames Water going rather than accepting
that it needs to be put into Special Administration, will not work for long. In the meantime,
our bills are going up, and TW continue to spill sewage into our rivers. The councils will
continue to put pressure on TW to improve performance. We need adequate infrastructure
to support the additional housing the government is insisting on here.
Elections A reminder that there are elections for the County Council on 1 May, under the
new boundaries set out by the Electoral Commission. | will be standing again in Eynsham
Division, which covers Cassington, South Leigh, Northmoor, Stanton Harcourt, and Eynsham.
Aston will be part of the new Bampton and Carterton South division, which also includes
Standlake. There will also be a district council by-election in the Standlake, Aston and
Stanton Harcourt ward, following the resignation as a councillor of the new MP for Witney,
Charlie Maynard.
And finally, As this will be my last report before the election, and as whatever happens |
won’t be your county councillor after then, can | take the opportunity to thank all the
members of this council, past and present, for their work over the past 4 years. And of
course, Elaine, who has clerked professionally throughout. You have always been
challenging, and | am sure whoever becomes your county councillor on May 1 will find the
same. Your commitment to standing up for Aston and the rest of the parish has always been
commendable, and | am sure will continue while the other tiers of local government sort
themselves out with the “help” of the government.

Appendix B
April Report: Councillor Steve Cosier (District Councillor SASH ward)

Cherwell and West Oxfordshire Councils Collaborate on Two-Unitary Proposal for
Oxfordshire's Future Cherwell District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council have
joined forces to explore a more effective and locally focused approach to local government
in Oxfordshire. In response to the Government’s call for an interim plan on local
government reorganisation, the two councils have submitted a joint letter outlining their
commitment to developing a two unitary model for the county. Under this proposal, the
north of Oxfordshire—comprising Cherwell, Oxford City, and West Oxfordshire—would
form one unitary authority. Meanwhile, the south—South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse,
and the existing West Berkshire unitary council—would come together to create a second
authority, provisionally named “Ridgeway Council.” The two-unitary model aims to strike
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the right balance between financial efficiency and strong local decision-making. Crucially, it
would avoid the high costs and disruption that come with dismantling existing services.
Instead, the model builds on the current upper-tier structures already in place, helping
ensure continuity in essential services such as social care, education, and highways. Leaders
from both councils have emphasised the importance of preserving local identity while
delivering high-quality services. They believe that this model enables more responsive
governance, stronger community representation, and supports sustainable growth in the
right areas. While alternative models—including a single county-wide unitary and a three-
unitary approach—are also being considered by other councils, Cherwell and West
Oxfordshire are confident that a two-unitary structure offers a compelling and practical
path forward. The councils are committed to further collaboration and transparent
evaluation of all options as the process continues. For now, no immediate changes are being
made. Services will continue as usual while the proposals are refined and submitted for final
consideration by the Government later this year.
What’s Happening with the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in West Oxfordshire? West
Oxfordshire District Council is moving ahead with plans to introduce a Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)—a tool that helps ensure new developments contribute to the
essential infrastructure our growing communities need. What is CIL? CIL is a charge that
developers will pay when they build new homes or commercial spaces. The money raised
will go toward funding important local services like:
1 ¢ Roads and transport
* Schools
e Community centres
e Other public infrastructure
This ensures that as our towns and villages grow, the services residents rely on grow with
them.
How is this different from Section 106 agreements? CIL does not replace Section 106
developer contributions. Instead:
e Section 106 applies to larger developments and pays for specific, local infrastructure
needs.
e CIL can be used more widely, including for smaller developments, and offers more
flexibility to fund projects that benefit the wider community.

Where are we in the process? The Council recently completed a public consultation on its
Draft Charging Schedule—a document that outlines how much developers would be
required to pay under CIL. After reviewing community feedback and making a few
clarifications, the schedule has now been submitted for independent examination. What’s
the examination?

¢ An independent Examiner, Mr. Holland from Intelligent Plans and Examination (IPe) has
been appointed to review the proposed charges and the evidence behind them.

e An impartial Programme Officer will manage the process and act as the main point of
contact for anyone who submitted feedback.

* The Examiner will not speak directly with the Council or individuals during this stage—all
communication goes through the Programme Officer to ensure a fair process.

How can residents stay informed? All updates, including hearing dates and new documents,
will be posted on the CIL Examination webpage hosted by the Council. The Latest News and
Updates section is the best place to stay up to date as the examination progresses. Happy to
discuss anything raised in my report.
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