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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20

In respect of Aston Cote Shifford & Chimney Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that
it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities
as external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptraller and
Auditor General (see note below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) and daes not provide the same level of assurance
that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

e Aczounbaniily Rel
the Propor Practices
ve not been met.

i our opinion
cther matters

neve come to our attantion giving causs ‘or concern that relevart legislaticn and regulatory requirements

(*delets 2 appropriate)

(continua cn a separale sheet frequired)

Cher e

leting our opinon viieh we draw 0 e alention of e authorly

Section 2 of the Annual Return was initially submitted showing grant income within Box 2 (Precept Income) which is
incorrect. The Council provided a revised Section 2 wilh the grant income correctly transferred o Box 3 (Total Other
Receipts). In future we would anticipate income to be analysed to the correct boxes as described by proper practices prior
to the form being passed to the Council for approval

The Internal Auditor has failed to provide a response lo Box A of the Annual Internal Audit Reporl. We have not noted
anything that suggests this is not simply an oversight, but we would suggest the Council considers its instruction to the |
Internal Auditor in regard to its annual requirements to ensure these are being met and also to bring it lo the attention of the
Internal Auditor thal all queslions should be compleled in the future. Addilionally, Box K of the internal audil report shows a
‘No' answer which suggests the Autharity incorrectly claimed exemptian in the priar year. On review, the Authority did not
claim exemption in the prior year and therefore the expected response here would be Not covered'.

(conlinue on a separats sheet  requirad)

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify/ de—pet—esdify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Govemance and Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2020.

W A =
|

Exlernal Auditor Name

bt MOORE

i 22/10/2020

*Note: the NAQ issued guidance applicable to external auditors' work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note AGN/02. The
AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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