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Correspondence sent since 9 April 2015 
 

a) Letter to Aston & Community Trust containing playground maintenance 
grant and asking about the maintenance plans for 2015 and the longer 
term plans for the playgrounds 
 

b) Letter to WODC requesting trigger of six month sale moratorium on Red 
Lion 

 
c) Letter to St Mary’s Church, Shifford enclosing grass cutting grant 
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ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL 
INSURANCE RENEWAL 2015 

 
1.0 The Parish Council’s insurance is currently with Aon (underwritten by Allianz).   

 
2.0 The insurance period runs from 1 June. 

 
3.0 A renewal notice has been received from Aon, with the premium held at the prior year 

level (£434.03). 
 

4.0 The Clerk requested quotations from two other insurers; Came & Company and Zurich.  
Zurich’s quotation is £453.29 - £19.26 higher than Aon’s. 
Came & Company advised by telephone that their quotation would be around £700.  As 
this is substantially higher than the alternative insurers, the Clerk agreed with Came & 
Company that there was no point in them submitting a detailed quotation. 
 

5.0 For their renewals in 2015, Aon has introduced new “block” insured levels for parish 
council assets, which are substantially higher than the Parish Council requires.  They 
have advised by telephone that there is not an option to reduce the block cover, and that 
this change in approach has not affected the insurance premium.  The block cover does 
mean that if the Parish Council were to replace/increase the assets held, there would be 
no increase in the insurance cost, as the new assets would be covered by the block 
cover. 
 

6.0 Insured Details 

Insured Item Sum Insured - 
Aon 

Sum  Insured - 
Zurich 

Mandatory covers:   

Public Liability £10 million  £12 million 

Employers Liability £10 million £10 million 

Money Varies by type Varies by type 

Fidelity Guarantee £250,000   £250,000 

Optional Covers   

Property Damage: 
Cote Road Noticeboard 
2 bus shelters 
5 benches 
War Memorial 

 
Block street 
furniture cover: 
£72,000 
£48,000 

 
£1,337 
£9,549 
£3,714 
£48,339 

Officials’ Indemnity £500,000 £12 million 

Legal expenses £250,000 £100,000 

Libel & Slander £250,000 £250,000 

Personal Accident £100,000 £50,000 

Property damage excess £125  £100 

 
7.0 Recommendation 
7.1 That the Parish Council reviews and considers the insurance renewal and decides  

whether the level of cover remains appropriate to the Parish Council’s needs. 
 

7.2 That the Parish Council decides which quotation to accept. 
 
Prepared by Helen Sandhu, Clerk & RFO 
30 April 2015 
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Financial Matters 

 
1. Cash Balances 

 £ 
 CURRENT ACCOUNT 

Balance at 31 March 2015 7,145.82 
  
 

Payments authorised & signed on 9 April 2015 
 

(1,566.93) 
  

Receipts in month – first half precept and WODC grant, 
OCC grass cutting grant 

13,555.34 

  

Balance at 30 April 2015 19,134.23 

  
 

BUSINESS DEPOSIT ACCOUNT (Santander Bank)  

Balance at 31 March 2015   16,779.68 
 

Transactions in month: interest received 
 

6.41 
  

Balance at 30 April 2015 £16,786.09 

 
 

TOTAL CASH HOLDING AT 30 APRIL 2015 £35,920.32 
 

 
 
2. Bank Reconciliations at 31 March 2015 

 
CURRENT ACCOUNT 

 

 
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

  £ 
Bank Statement Balance at 31 March   8,314.66 

 
Reconciling items   
   Unpresented cheques 
     22282 – Information Commissioner 
     22284 – WODC  

  
 

(35.00) 
(533.84) 

     22286 – St James’ Church 
 

 (600.00) 
 

Cash Book Balance at 31 March   7,145.82 

   

  £ 
Bank Statement Balance at 31 March   16,779.68 

 
Reconciling items   
   NONE 

  
NIL 

    

Cash Book Balance at 31 March   16,779.68 



Clerk’s Briefing Notes - Meeting on 7 May 2015 

12 

 

ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL

YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2015

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Relevant Statute

Full Year 

Budget Year ended Year ended

2014/15 2014/15 2013/14

RECEIPTS
Precept 18,136 18,136.00 17,510.00

Council tax support grant (WODC) 732 731.71 990.00

Grants (grass cutting & posts) 1,945 2,472.21 2,266.76

Funding for footway works at The Square 4,974.00

Interest 100 126.82 137.03

Sundry 176.25

VAT refund received 1,323.92 1,896.50

TOTAL RECEIPTS 20,913 22,790.66 27,950.54

PAYMENTS
Ordinary Expenditure

Clerk's Salary LGA 1972, s112 4,140 4,139.80 4,020.80

Office running costs LGA 1972, s111 572 439.25 540.69

Website LGA 1972, s111 121 155.36 95.90

Insurance LGA 1972, s111 447 434.03 425.87

Audit LGA 1972, s111 100 200.00 100.00

Village Hall Rental/Cost APM LGA 1972, s111 40 4.59

Subscriptions LGA 1972, s143 360 312.78 344.20

Chairman's Allowance LGA 1972 s15(5) 100 40.23

Expenditure under Statute

Grass Cutting - verges & War Mem HA 1980, s116 4,108 4,979.79 2,764.00

Grass Cutting - playing field LG(MP)A 1976, s19 840 784.00 284.16

Grants - See Separate Analysis 3,100 2,740.00 2,160.00

Dog & Litter Bin Emptying Litter Act 1983 209 220.39 199.08

Training & Travel LGA 1972, s174 220 173.15

Clock Maintenance PCA 1957, ss2 & 6 202 675.00

Bus Shelter Cleaning LG(MP)A 1953, s4 105 75.00 100.00

Repairs (incl Cote phone kiosk) 500 63.00

Expenditure from "Free Resource" (S137)

Village maintenance/Lengthsman 2,000 744.00

Subscriptions 91 101.00 87.50

Grants - See Separate Analysis 1,430 285.00 735.00

Projects

Footway resurfacing LG(MP)A 1976, s19 4,974.00

Aston Square LGA 1972, s137 5,000 250.00

War Memorial Posts
WM (LAP) Act 1923 

s1 &3 1,000 750.00 1,260.00

Replacement bench PCA 1957 s1 407.82

Cote info signs LGA 1972, s144 29.80

Aston Pottery signs LGA 1972, s144 352.49

Contingency Sum 7,000

VAT Paid 1,187.25 2,134.04

TOTAL PAYMENTS 31,685 17,046.83 22,722.14

Excess/(Deficit) of Receipts over 

Payments for Financial Year (10,772) 5,743.83 5,228.40

Add: Surplus b/f from prior years 18,182 18,181.67

Surplus c/f 7,409 23,925.50

Representing:

Recreational amenities reserve 13,925.50

General reserve 10,000.00

23,925.50
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 ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2015 

 

1.0 Introduction 
The Annual Governance Statement that must be completed by the Parish Council and 
submitted to the external auditor is attached. 

 

2.0 The Clerk offers her advice on the Parish Council’s completion of the Statement 
as follows: 

2.1 Assertion 1 – preparation of accounts 
The accounts have been properly prepared in accordance with current Accounts and 
Audit Regulations and proper practices. 
 

2.2 Assertion 2 – system of internal control 
The Parish Council’s Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness 
of Internal Control were reviewed and approved at the meeting on 5 March 2015. 
 

2.3 Assertion 3 – legal powers, codes of practice 
Legal powers for activities and expenditure are noted at every meeting on the Agenda 
and Minutes. 
 

2.4 Assertion 4 – exercise of electors’ rights 
Current Freedom of Information regulations adopted.  Proper display of notices about 
annual accounts and audit put on Noticeboard. 
 

2.5 Assertion 5 – risk assessment 
Risk assessment reviewed and readopted at the Parish Council meeting on  
5 March 2015. 
 

2.6 Assertion 6 – internal audit 
Independent internal auditor retained.  Review of the effectiveness of internal audit 
carried out as part of the review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control at 
the Parish Council meeting on 5 March 2015. 
 

2.7 Assertion 7 – response to internal and external audit 
No matters arising requiring action at the external or internal audits for 2014.  
 

2.8 Assertion 8 – matters arising after the year end 
The Clerk reports that there are no such matters arising. 
 
 

3.0 Recommendation 
That the Parish Council considers and completes the Annual Governance Statement in 
conjunction with the Clerk’s comments as given in section 2 above. 
 
 
Prepared by Helen Sandhu, Clerk & RFO 
30 April 2015 
 



Clerk’s Briefing Notes - Meeting on 7 May 2015 

15 

 

 



Clerk’s Briefing Notes - Meeting on 7 May 2015 

16 

 



Clerk’s Briefing Notes - Meeting on 7 May 2015 

17 

 

 


