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Agenda Item 9 
 
Correspondence  
 
All correspondence by email 
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Agenda Item 10a – Help Shape Oxfordshire’s Tobacco Control Strategy 
 

Dear Oxfordshire Parish and Town Councillors, 
  
The Oxfordshire Tobacco Control Alliance is refreshing the Oxfordshire Tobacco Control Strategy 
(OTCS) for 2026-2030 and would like to hear the views of Oxfordshire residents on its priorities. 
This strategy is a significant step towards reducing smoking rates in our county, aiming to make 
Oxfordshire smokefree and promote a healthier environment for all residents. 
  
We would like to encourage all people living and working in Oxfordshire to take a few moments 
to complete the Public Consultation survey on Let’s Talk Oxfordshire website. It should take 10-
15 minutes to complete and closes on 10th August 2025. 
  
The survey is collecting feedback on the targets and priorities set out in the draft strategy in 5 
areas: supporting people who smoke to quit; preventing uptake among young people; creating 
smokefree environments; enforcing regulations; and working in partnership. Your feedback will 
help us understand if we need to make any changes to the draft strategy before it is agreed. 
  
We would be grateful if you could participate in the Consultation and if you could share it with 
your residents, please. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Public Health Registrar 
Public Health and Communities Directorate, Oxfordshire County Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 2030 
consultation 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-tobacco-control-strategy-2026-30
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 Share Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 2030 consultation on 
Facebook Share Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 2030 
consultation on Twitter Share Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 
2030 consultation on LinkedinEmail Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 
2026 – 2030 consultation link 

 

We’d like your feedback on the draft Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 

2030. 

Smoking is one of the main causes of serious illness and early death, both across the 
country and here in Oxfordshire. 

We’re updating our Oxfordshire Tobacco Control Strategy for 2026–2030. This new 

version builds on our previous work and sets out what we plan to do next. 

Our main goal is to make Oxfordshire a smokefree county by 2030. That means 
reducing the number of people who smoke to less than 5% and helping everyone live 

healthier lives without the harm caused by smoking. 

The strategy sets out the key areas we’ll focus on and the targets we want to reach. It 
also shows how different organisations will work together to make this happen. 

 

Our priorities 

To help Oxfordshire become smokefree by 2030, we aim to: 

• Reduce rates of adult smoking to below 5% 

• Reduce smoking among people with long-term mental health conditions to 

below 15% 

• Reduce smoking among routine and manual workers to below 10% 

• Reduce the percentage of women who smoke during pregnancy to below 3% 

• Reduce the percentage of children who smoke regularly in year 11 to below 2% 

 

To reach these goals, we’ll focus on five main areas: 

1. Working in partnership 

2. Preventing uptake 

3. Supporting smokers to quit 

4. Creating smokefree environments 

5. Regulation and enforcement 
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Each year a detailed action plan will be developed by the Tobacco Control Alliance to 
guide this work. 

 

Tell us what you think 

We want to hear what you think about our draft strategy – its goals, priorities and 
objectives. 

Your feedback will help us to know if we need to make any changes to the draft 

strategy before it is agreed. 

Please read the draft strategy before filling out the survey. You can find it in the 
documents section of this page. 

The survey is open until midnight on Sunday 10 August 2025. 

This survey should take between 10 - 15 minutes to complete, depending on what 

you’d like to tell us. 

Click on the ‘TAKE SURVEY’ button below. 

 

What happens next? 

After the consultation closes, we’ll look at all the feedback and use it to improve the 
strategy. The final version will go to the Health Improvement Board for approval, with 

implementation in November 2025. 

 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/42404/widgets/126095/documents/86846
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-tobacco-control-strategy-2026-30/surveys/survey
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What happens next? 
 
After the consultation closes, we’ll look at all the feedback and use it to improve the strategy. The 
final version will go to the Health Improvement Board for approval, with implementation 
in November 2025. 
 
 

Survey 
 
Q1. I am responding to this survey as:  
 

 an Oxfordshire resident 
 a member of the public living outside of Oxfordshire 
 a business  
 a representative of a group or organisation  
 a parish, town, district, or county Councillor  
 Other (please specify below) 

 

 
 

  
 
Q1a. Please give the name of the business you represent: 
 

 
 

 
 
Q1b. Please give the name of the group/organisation you represent: 
 

 
 

 
  
Q1c. Please give your name and the parish or town/ward or division you represent: 
 

 
 

 
Your views on the Draft Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 2030 
 
Please read the Draft Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 2026 – 2030 and respond to the 
questions below: 
 
Q2. The goals and priorities for Oxfordshire for 2026-2030 
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To continue the declining trend of smoking prevalence in Oxfordshire and achieve the national 
ambition of becoming smokefree by 2030, we should renew our vision and commitment to 
eliminate tobacco use from our communities. 
 
By 2030 we aim to: 
 

• Reduce the prevalence of smoking in the adult population to below 5% 

• Reduce the prevalence of smoking in those with a long-term mental health condition to 
below 15%  

• Reduce the prevalence of smoking in routine and manual workers to below 10%  

• Reduce the prevalence of women who smoke at the time of delivery to below 3% 

• Reduce the prevalence of children who smoke often or most days in year 11 to below 2% 
 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with our goals the as set out in the draft strategy 
document? 
 

 Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know/ 

not sure 

Reduce the prevalence of smoking in the adult 
population to below 5% 
 

      

Reduce the prevalence of smoking in those with 
a long-term mental health condition to below 
15%  
 

      

Reduce the prevalence of smoking in routine 
and manual workers to below 10%  
 

      

Reduce the prevalence of women who smoke at 
the time of delivery to below 3% 
 

      

Reduce the prevalence of children who smoke 
often or most days in year 11 to below 2% 
 

      

 
 
 
 
Q3. If you indicated you disagree or strongly disagree to any of the above, please tell us more 
about your answer:   
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Q4. Is there anything missing or should anything be added? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q5. To reach these goals, we will work together across different organisations and focus on 

five main priorities: 
 

1. Working in partnership 

2. Preventing uptake 

3. Supporting smokers to quit 

4. Creating smokefree environments 

5. Regulation and enforcement 

 
What are your overall views on the five priorities? 
 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that the five priorities are the right ones to 
deliver our goals for the Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy: 
 

 Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know/ 

not sure 

Working in partnership       

Preventing uptake       

Supporting smokers to quit       

Creating smokefree environments       

Regulation and enforcement       

 
 
Q6. If you indicated you disagree or strongly disagree to any of the above, please tell us more 
about your answer:   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q7. Is anything missing or should anything be added? 
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We would now like your views on the detailed content of each priority. 
 
Please also see the draft Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy here [hyperlink] 
 
Q8. What are your views on priority 1: Working in partnership 
 
Working in partnership across the system is key to achieve the priority areas for Oxfordshire. The 
Oxfordshire Tobacco Control Alliance (TCA) owns and oversees the development and delivery of 
this strategy on behalf of the Oxfordshire Health Improvement Board and Health and Wellbeing 
Board. Everyone is involved in making required changes. 
We will maintain a strong, multi-agency TCA consisting of all relevant council and community 
partners who are collectively responsible for the delivery of our tobacco control strategy.  The 
TCA will oversee actions, updating these annually in line with best practice and evidence base 
  
We will: 

• Work with regional partners to complement local action with appropriate tobacco control 
interventions at a regional level. 

• Promote the aims of this strategy through diverse local forums and networks, such as 
including Primary Care Networks, local business forums, and housing associations, 
supporting local stakeholders to play their part in delivering tobacco control locally.  

• Work with local champions and community leaders to reach those living in communities 
where smoking rates are disproportionately high and co-produce interventions tailored to 
their needs. 

 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that this priority and these objectives are 
right? 

 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure /   
don’t know 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q9. Please explain your answer. Is anything missing? Could anything be added? 
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Q10. What are your views on priority 2: Preventing uptake: 
 
Smoking is often an addiction developed in childhood and young adulthood, as two thirds of 
smokers start before the age of 18. Intervening early and preventing uptake of smoking and 
nicotine dependency in children and young people will reduce the number of adults who smoke 
over time. Our main objective is to ensure that children and young people are supported not to 
start smoking or vaping. 
 
We will: 

• Communicate the harms of smoking and vaping to young people through evidence-based 
prevention programmes in educational and youth settings. 

• Enable children and young people to live smokefree by eliminating smoking in areas that 
they frequent, such as playgrounds, school gates, and community venues. 

• Support schools to update their approach to smoking prevention. 

• Explore the benefits of providing access to stop vaping services for young people. 

• Take action to reduce the sale of tobacco products and vapes to people underage, for 
example by enforcing age verification and illicit sales controls in all tobacco and vape 
retail outlets. 

 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that this priority and these objectives are 
right? 
 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure /   
don’t know 

      

 
 
Q11. Please explain your answer. Is anything missing? Could anything be added? 
 

 
 
 

Q12. What are your views on priority 3: Supporting smokers to quit 
 
Our strategic aim is to reduce the prevalence of smoking and eliminate health inequalities 
through providing universal stop smoking support and enhancing this for populations where 
smoking rates remain highest and groups particularly vulnerable to the harms of smoking. 
 
We will: 
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• Ensure ongoing access to evidence-based specialist Local Stop Smoking Services, which 
meet best practice standards and work in line with national guidance (currently NICE 
(NG209) and NCSCT).  

• Focus on priority groups through stop-smoking interventions and messaging tailored to 
them, developed through co-production. 

• Ensure people who smoke are offered advice and/or support to quit at every contact with 
relevant services, such as hospitals, GPs, midwives, pharmacists, dentists, optometrists, 
social care, and youth services, by providing access to training for all related professionals 
on smoking cessation. 

• Ensure effective and swift pathways into support are in place for potential referrers, 
particularly those working with the most vulnerable groups. 

• Ensure that Primary Care teams proactively identify and refer smokers to stop smoking 
services.  

• Promote harm reduction and clear messaging about vaping as an effective smoking 
cessation tool. 

• Increase the capacity or presence of midwives with experience in providing expert 
smoking cessation support and advice. 

• Offer targeted interventions in pregnancy, ensuring an effective pathway is in place for 
pregnant people and their partners for identification, referral and support to stop 
smoking.  

• Offer targeted interventions for people with mental health conditions and learning 
disabilities. 

• Ensure that maternity, acute medical, and mental health inpatient settings continue to 
implement the tobacco dependency commitments outlined in the NHS Long Term Plan.  

• Raise awareness of the free-to-use Local Stop Smoking Services, NHS-funded tobacco 
dependency services, and effective methods to quit through local mass-media campaigns. 

 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that this priority and objectives are right? 
 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure /   
don’t know 

      

 
 
 
 
 
Q13. Please explain your answer. Is anything missing? Could anything be added? 
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Q14. What are your views on priority 4: Creating smokefree environments 
 
Increasing the places that are smokefree will de-normalise smoking and reduce the harms from 
exposure to second-hand smoking. 
 
We will: 

• Work with partners to extend smoke-free zones to outdoor public spaces including parks, 
town centres, and school entrances. 

• Continue enforcing existing smoke-free legislation in workplaces, hospital grounds, 
hospitality venues, and transport. 

• Promote smoke-free homes and cars through voluntary pledges and community 
education. 

• Explore opportunities to target stop smoking support and communications to smokers 
living in social housing and establish referral pathways from social housing providers to 
local stop smoking support, in partnership with social housing providers.  

• Support NHS trusts, universities, and workplaces in developing and implementing 
comprehensive smoke-free policies. 

• Ensure clear public signage and enforcement partnerships with local authority and 
environmental health teams. 

 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that this priority and objectives are right? 
 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure /   
don’t know 

      

 
 
Q15. Please explain your answer. Is anything missing? Could anything be added? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Q16.  What are your views on priority 5: Regulation and enforcement 
 
In the UK, all tobacco products are subject to excise duty, and any cigarettes or tobacco sold 
without paying this duty are considered illegal. The illegal tobacco trade undermines the 
effectiveness of taxation by making cheap, unregulated tobacco products more accessible, and 
bypasses the laws of underage sales, enabling the initiation of smoking in children. The 
Oxfordshire County Council Trading Standards Service continues to adopt an intelligence-led 
approach to enforcement for underage and illicit sales of tobacco and vaping items.  
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We will: 

• Work with key partners across local authorities in Oxfordshire to tackle the supply and 
demand of illicit tobacco.  

• Raise public awareness, through mass-media campaigns, of the effect of illicit tobacco on 
society and increase the number of people who volunteer intelligence.  

• Continue to pursue effective prosecutions in appropriate cases based on intelligence 
received.  

• Take action to ensure compliance with regulation relating to vapes.  

• Raise awareness of the issue of cigarette littering and increase enforcement for littering. 
 
Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree that this priority and these objectives are 
right? 
 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure/  
don’t know 

      

 
 
Q17. Please explain your answer. Is anything missing? Could anything be added? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Q18. Do you have any other comments about the draft Oxfordshire tobacco control strategy 
2026 - 2030? Please provide your comments here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Information about you 
 
We would like to know more about to you so that we can understand more about our customers 
and residents. It helps us to know if we are hearing the views of a wide range of people and 
communities.   
 
If you do not want to provide any of this information, please select prefer not to say. 
 
All information given is anonymous and is governed by the General Data Protection 
Regulations 2018. It will be treated as strictly confidential. 
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Please put a X in the relevant box to indicate your reply to each of the following questions or 
write a few words to tell us a bit about yourself.  
 
 
Q19. What is your age?  
 

 Under 16 
 16 - 24 
 25 - 34 
 35 - 44 
 45 - 54 
 55 - 64 
 65 – 74 
 75 - 84 
 85 or over 
 Prefer not to say 

 
 
Q20. What is your sex?  
 

 Female 
 Male 
 Prefer not to say 
 I use another term (please state here) 

 

 
 

 
Q21. What is your ethnic group or background?  
 

 Asian or Asian British (Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi or any other Asian background) 
 Black or Black British (Caribbean, African, or any other Black background) 
 Chinese 
 Mixed or multiple ethnic groups (White and Black Caribbean, White and Black African, 

White and Asian, and any other mixed background) 
 White (British, Irish, or any other white background) 
 Prefer not to say 
 Other ethnic group or background (please specify) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q22.  Are your day-to-day activities limited because of a long-term illness, health problem or 

disability which has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months?  
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 Yes - a lot 
 Yes – a little 
 No 
 Prefer not to say 

 
 
Q23. Would you like to find out more about what’s happening in Oxfordshire?  
 
We’d like to invite you to receive email updates on news, events and developments across 
Oxfordshire and opportunities to have your say. 
   
The email contact details you provide will be separated from the feedback you have shared in 
this survey. 
 
Would you like to sign up to any of the following? 
(Please tick all that apply) 
 
▢ Your Oxfordshire – our residents e-newsletter  
 
▢ Consultations e-newsletter - with opportunities to have your say and updates on our response 
to residents’ feedback 
 
▢ Updates specifically about this consultation 
 
▢ No thanks 
 
If you responded ‘yes’ to any of the above, please provide your email address: 
 

 
 

 

Your data 
 
Under the Data Protection Act 2018, we (Oxfordshire County Council) have a legal duty to protect 
any personal information we collect from you. Oxfordshire County Council is committed to open 
government and this may include quoting extracts from your consultation response in our report. 
 
View Oxfordshire County Council’s privacy notice online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk - search 
privacy notice. 

Your personal information will only be used in relation to this consultation 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/data-protection-act-2018
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/corporate-governance/GenericPrivacyNotice.pdf
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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Agenda Item 10b - Standing Orders Revision 
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Clerk’s Briefing Notes – 7th August 2025 

Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council 

 

18 

 

FINANCE REPORT  
 

   
a. Account balances – see below.  The cash balance in the Unity Trust current 
account is sufficient and therefore a transfer between funds is not required.  
b. Signatories – It has become apparent that the Parish Council has an insufficient number 
of signatories on the Unity Trust Account and in addition the method of informing the 
signatories of a payment awaiting authorisation via email does not work.  

• TO RESOLVE to appoint two further Councillors as signatories and to process this 
with the bank immediately.  
• To Request that signatories provide mobile phone numbers in order that they can 
be alerted to payments needing approval by the RFO.  

c. Bank Reconciliation – Prepared to 30th June 2025  
• TO RESOLVE to approve the Bank Reconciliation to 30th June as presented.  

d. Lloyds Payment Card – With the resignation of the Clerk there will be a requirement for a 
new card in the name of the RFO, under the same terms and conditions with a £500 maximum 
balance.  Once the new card is received, the existing card will be cancelled.  

• TO RESOLVE to approve the application to Lloyds bank for a card for the RFO.  
e. CCLA Investment Account – The correspondent for the CCLA Investment Account needs to 
be transferred to the RFO for future correspondence.  This is correspondence only, no 
authority.  

• TO RESOLVE to apply to CCLA for the correspondence to be directed to the RFO.  
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Clerk’s Briefing Notes – 7th August 2025 

Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council 

 

20 

 

 

 



Clerk’s Briefing Notes – 7th August 2025 

Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney Parish Council 

 

21 

 

f) To RESOLVE to approve the following payments for the period August 2025.   
  

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – July Pay & WFH All.  307.42    307.42  

D Shenton – June Pay & WFH All.  294.60    294.60  

HMRC – PAYE July  263.06    263.06  

Moore Accountants Audit Fee  210.00  42.00  252.00  

Des Johnston – June/July War Memorial  80.00    80.00  

Community Trust 50% cost of electrical work - KJR  904.80    904.80  

Community Trust request for Playground Grant  206.40    206.40  

Aston Football Club – Grass cutting June  320.00    320.00  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33633410)  407.00  81.40  488.40  

Total to be decided and approved    £2,993.28  £123.40  £3,116.68  

E Anstee – Re Bespoke Gates (For Church)  840.00  168.00  1008.00  

        

Total of already approved/paid   £840.00  £168.00  £1008.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

        

Lloyds Bank Card – Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 
£65.88  

57.90  10.98  68.88  

        

Total SDOs  £57.90  £10.98  £68.88  

Total  £3,891.18  £302.38  £4,193.56  
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g) The Year-to-Date position (first four months) has been reviewed as per the 
information below.  At this stage there are no indications of any significant 
over/under spend that the Council need be aware of.  
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Agenda Item 16 
 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM  
 

CLERK & RFO PAY REVIEW – 2025/2026  
1.0 Basic Pay  
1.1 The Clerk is currently paid £17.29 per hour for 15.15 hours per month (including leave 
entitlement). This equates to LC2 (Local Council) Scale point 23 on the NALC guidance for pay scales. The 
number of meetings and level of Precept would give an indicative LC scale of LC2.  The RFO is currently 
paid £14.60 per hour for 15 hours per month (including leave entitlement).  This equates to LC1 Scale 
point 13.  
1.2 An annual pay review is carried out, with any increase payable from 1 April of each year. This is in 
line with the NALC/JPAG guidance and adopted Greenbook Terms and Conditions of employment.  
1.3 The Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025/26 has provided a 3.2% increase on all scale 
points up to 62. This would increase the rate of pay for the Clerk to £17.85 per hour and the RFO to£15.06 
per hour.  This is effective from April 2025.  
1.5 In the 2019/20 Clerk’s pay review the parish council adopted the NJC and NALC guidance for pay 
scales. The budget for the current year includes an uplift of payroll costs up to 5% and therefore this 
increase of 3.2% is below that level and will keep the Parish Council within the current budget.  
1.6 Working from home allowance (WFH)   
As an employer providing homeworking expenses for employees is permitted under tax rules if both of the 
following apply:  
• they are working at home as agreed with you and they regularly work from home under those 
arrangements.  
• the amount you give them is not more than their additional household expenses or the amount 
you give them is not more than the current weekly limit.  
There is no change to the value of the current Working from Home Allowance of £26 per month.   
2.0 Recommendations  
2.1 That the Parish Council considers point 1.3 and   
• RESOLVES to agree the pay award back dated to April 2025.  The monthly basic pay for the Clerk 
will be £270.43 before deductions and the basic pay for the RFO will be £225.90 before deductions.  
• If so RESOLVED, also RESOLVES to pay the Clerk the sum of £59.14 for arrears as a lump sum less 
the appropriate HMRC deductions and to pay the RFO the sum of £40.48 for arrears as a lump sum less 
the appropriate HMRC deductions.  
2.2 That the Parish Council continues to pay salaries and HMRC deductions on a month-by-month basis, 
monthly in arrears.  
Prepared by: Deborah Shenton, RFO    -    31 July 2025.  
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