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Agenda Item 9 
 
Correspondence  
 
All correspondence by email 
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Agenda Item 10a – SSEN Communities to Net Zero Fund 2025 
 
Good morning, 
  
I am pleased to say, we are now welcoming applications for this year’s powering communities to Net 
Zero fund. 
Please pass on to your parish councils and community groups. If you would like us to attend any 
meetings to talk about the fund, let me know and we will do our best to accommodate. 
  
Kind Regards  
Graham 
  
* Apply now at www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz 
* Applications are open 'til Wednesday 25 June 2025 
The fund – which was introduced as part of our current business plan – will award £3m in 
shareholder-funded grants by 2028. It has two categories: 

• Physical and environmental resilience – to help during storms 
This will provide grants to support communities during prolonged power interruptions caused 
by storms, and to aid their ability to cope in periods of severe weather. 

• To help fund the purchase of Low-Carbon Technologies 
This supports the adoption of new Low-Carbon Technologies like heat pumps and solar 
panels – and in some cases energy-saving measures – by non-profit organisations. 

Last year, SSEN Distribution awarded £928,000 to a total of 75 projects. 
39 projects in the southern central England licence area received a total of £517,000. 
36 grants went to successful applicants in the north of Scotland licence area, worth a total 
of £411,000. 
47 projects were to support communities during storms (a total of £485,781.87) while 28 projects 
were for the purchase of Low-Carbon Technologies, with a combined value of £442,016.24. 
Community-led physical and environmental resilience grants 
Last winter brought Storms Darragh and Éowyn - and with them some of the strongest winds in a 
decade. These storms were a reminder of the more volatile climate we’re all now living in, and the 
need to make the right preparations in response. Just over half of the coming year’s funding 
allocation will be to enable communities to apply for grants that will fund physical and 
environmental resilience measures. Grants of up to £15,000 will be awarded to successful 
applicants in this category, and further details of the criteria can be found in the fund guidance.    
Low-carbon technology grants 
The remaining share of the fund will be available for non-profit organisations to apply for grants to go 
towards the purchase of new Low-Carbon Technologies. 
For example, a successful grant application could result in a social housing scheme or community 
centre being awarded funding to contribute to the cost of EV chargers, solar panels, battery storage 
or backup, low-carbon heating systems, or smart heating controls. 
Applicants who’ve already carried out an energy audit to provide recommendations for what to 
install and to give an idea of potential cost savings will be considered favourably.  Funding for energy-
saving measures will be considered, but priority will be given to applications looking to install 
technology such as heat pumps, solar panels, and battery storage. 
We encourage applicants in SSEN’s north of Scotland’s licence area, who are applying for Local 
Energy Scotland’s CARES Community Buildings Fund to consider making applications to PCNZ for 
match funding for eligible elements. 
Grants of up to £20,000 will be awarded to successful applicants in this category. 
SSEN Distribution’s Managing Director Chris Burchell says: 

http://www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz
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“At SSEN, our purpose is to power communities to thrive today and help create a decarbonised 
tomorrow. Being true to this purpose underlines how we support our communities, particularly when 
it comes to helping them during times of adverse weather, or supporting their moves towards 
becoming more sustainable. 
 
“That’s why I’m delighted to open applications for the second year of our Powering Communities to 
Net Zero (PCNZ) fund. It’s been developed to help improve resilience and the environment in the 
communities we serve, and more than £927,000 has already been awarded in the past year across 
our licence areas to do just that. 
 
“We look forward to welcoming these new applications and supporting more projects over the 
coming year”. 
How to apply for Powering Communities to Net Zero funding 
Applications are now open for the 2025/26 fund. 
The application form and more details can be found at www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz. 
To be eligible for funding, your project must help communities that lie wholly within Scottish and 
Southern Electricity Networks’ Distribution network areas. 
If you're unsure who your distribution network operator is, please check 
here: https://www.ssen.co.uk/about-ssen/who-is-my-distributor/ 
Groups don’t need to be a registered charity to apply, but organisations sending in an application 
must have a constitution (a governing document or set of rules) and be set up on a not-for-profit 
basis. If you are unsure if your group is eligible, contact us for advice. 
Extra help with your application 
To help support prospective applicants, we're hosting a webinar at 4pm on Tuesday 13th May to help 
review the fund guidelines and answer questions that you may have relating to the fund. Please 
register your interest using this link below, and we'll give you joining instructions for our online 
webinar.  
https://forms.office.com/e/KLHyvHB7QE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz
https://www.ssen.co.uk/about-ssen/who-is-my-distributor/
https://forms.office.com/e/KLHyvHB7QE
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Agenda Item 10b – Proposed Mount Field Solar Farm – land between Bampton, Aston and Lew 
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I am writing on behalf of Ampyr Solar Europe (www.ampyrsolareurope.com), which is developing 
a proposal for a solar farm and energy storage system on around 70 hectares of land between 
Bampton, Aston and Lew. 
We are conducting a public consultation on the proposal until 11:59pm on 15 June 2025 and we 
want to hear your feedback. 
We anticipate that Mount Field Solar Farm will be able to supply enough energy to power up to 
16,000 homes each year (around a third of the homes in West Oxfordshire). The clean energy 
generated could save up to 650,000 tonnes of CO2 over the lifespan of the solar farm. 
We are now consulting on our proposal. You can read our consultation materials and provide 
feedback on our project website: www.mountfieldsolar.co.uk. You can also sent comments to: 
contact@ampyrsolareurope.com. 
We will be holding a drop-in event at Aston and Cote Village Hall, Cote Road, Aston OX18 2FS on 
Thursday 5 June 2025 from 3pm to 7pm. 
If you would like to discuss the proposal further, do let me know or come along to the drop-in 
event. 
The attached postcard is currently being sent to each household in Bampton, Aston and Lew. 
You might be aware that Ampyr recently submitted a planning application for solar farm on 
Witney Road, Curbridge, which is currently under consideration by WODC (reference 
24/03278/FUL). The two proposals are unrelated. Following Ampyr’s decision to proceed with the 
Witney Road scheme, another grid connection Ducklington was made available, and a willing 
landowner was identified. Ampyr has no further plans for development in the area and is not 
aware of any other grid connection capacity. 
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FINANCE REPORT  
 
  

a. Account balances – see below.  The cash balance in the current account is more 
than sufficient to cover the requirement for the next month, so no transfer is 
recommended at this time.    

Following a rejection of one of the forms submitted to the CCLA, they advised that The 
Chaiman is not in fact a signatory on this account, but that Paul Sparrowhawk is one, so 
the “email instructions authority form” needs to be re-submitted with two valid 
signatories.  
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b. To RESOLVE to approve the following payments for the period June 2025.   
  

  NET  VAT  Gross 
Amount  

E Anstee – May Pay & WFH All.  265.86    265.86  

D Shenton – May Pay & WFH All.  318.00    318.00  

HMRC - PAYE  233.40    233.40  

Aston Football Club – April Grass Cutting  160.00    160.00  

WODC – Grounds Maint (Inv 33625580))  814.00  162.80  976.80  

Des Johnston – War Memorial  75.00    75.00  

        

Total to be decided and approved    £1,866.26  £162.80  £2,029.06  

        

        

Total of already approved/paid   £0.00  £0.00  £0.00  

Monthly Standing Orders/DDs        

        

Lloyds Bank Card – Bank Charge £3, Microsoft 
£65.88  

57.90  10.98  68.88  

        

        

Total SDOs  £57.90  £10.98  £68.88  

Total  £1,924.16  £173.78  £2,097.94  

        

  
c. The budget for the year to March 2026 has been reviewed and no significant 
variations are anticipated at this time, so this budget as set at the January 2025 
meeting will not be revised.  
d. The contract with Microsoft has been reviewed and no changes to the billing can 
be made mid-year, however, this can be changed to annual billing at the next annual 
review.  For the two Microsoft 365 Business Licences this is 01/11/25 and for the 
Microsoft 365 Basic Licences, this is 27/01/26.  
e. Quotes for the site clearance and installation of the MUGA have been obtained 
and these are reviewed in a separate document to be discussed under Agenda Item 
16. 
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2025-26 AS AT   

BUDGET EXPENDITURE 5/31/2025 

Performance 
Against 
Budget  

£ Staff Costs   

£5,815.00  
Clerk & RFO Salary - includes potential 3% payrise if PC 
resolves to follow the NALC/JPAG guidance. £1,051.68   £4,763.32  

 £624.00  Clerk & RFO WFH allowance. Currently £26pm £104.00   £520.00  

 £5,000.00  Clerk sickness/Overtime/Special Project Contingency £328.51   £4,671.49  

 £1,500.00  Travel and Training (Includes RFO CILCA & ILCA) £-     £1,500.00  

    

 Office and General Expenses   

£430.00  Hall Hire (Inc. £7.50ph for Ordish room & £16ph for main hall). £-     £430.00  

 £300.00  Website Costs including domain registration and renewal £-     £300.00  

 £210.00  External Audit £-     £210.00  

 £525.00  Insurance £614.63  -£89.63  

 £144.00  Bank Charges £18.00   £126.00  

 £1,251.60  Office costs (includes software and equipment) £109.80   £1,141.80  

 £1,000.00  Professional Fees (contingency) £-     £1,000.00  

 £750.00  Subscriptions (CPRE, CFO, SLCC, OALC, ICO) £-     £750.00  

 £80.00  Election Expenses (estimated until WODC issue tax base) £-     £80.00  

    

 General and Ground Maintenance   

£4,800.00  Grass Cutting - verges & weed killing £370.00   £4,430.00  

 £2,400.00  Grass Cutting - playing field and WM £160.00   £2,240.00  

 £2,611.44  Dog & Litter Bin Emptying £-     £2,611.44  

 £600.00  Clock Maintenance £-     £600.00  

 £600.00  Bus Shelter Cleaning £110.00   £490.00  

 £500.00  Defibrillator pads/batteries £-     £500.00  

 £1,500.00  Village maintenance   £175.00   £1,325.00  

    

 GRANTS   

£1,115.00  Small Grants £-     £1,115.00  

 £5,535.00  General Grants   £570.00   £4,965.00  

    

 Net VAT   

£37,291.04  TOTAL £3,611.62   £33,679.42  

    

 INCOME   

    

£31,546.76  Precept £15,829.50   £15,717.26  

 £1,052.17  OCC Grass cutting Grant   £-     £1,052.17  

 £2,200.00  Interest on CCLA Investment account £209.31   £1,990.69  

 £-    Net VAT 607.6  
£34,798.93  TOTAL £16,646.41   £18,152.52  

    

 RESERVED FUNDS   
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£10,000.00  
General Contingency fund (For example: 3 months running 
costs/insurance excess) £-     £10,000.00  

 £9,174.00  Working Day to Day Balance £-     £9,174.00  

 £9,679.00  Traffic Calming £-     £9,679.00  

 £3,200.00  Aston History Boards (£1,000 per board) £-     £3,200.00  

 £3,800.00  North Farm £-     £3,800.00  

 £1,000.00  Office Equipment £-     £1,000.00  

 £3,000.00  Defibrillator Maintenance £-     £3,000.00  

 
£33,476.00  Recreation Reserve £-     £33,476.00  

 £3,000.00  War Memorial   £-     £3,000.00  

 £6,050.00  Community Trust (50% match funding pot) £801.22   £5,248.78  

 £2,000.00  Coronation (St James Church Tower Gate) £-     £2,000.00  

    
 

£84,379.00  TOTAL £801.22   £83,577.78  

 


