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Agenda Item 10 
 
Correspondence  
 
All correspondence by email 
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Agenda Item 4 – Portfolio Assignments 
 

ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD AND CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL 

COUNCILLOR PORTFOLIOS - WEF 4 May 2023 

Portfolio and Name 
Current as at 19 May 2022 

Areas of Responsibility Comments 

Chairman  
(‘Leader the Council') 
 
Russell La Forte 
J Ordish 
 
(WODC – Michele Mead) 

Policy and Strategy Framework 
Governance 
Official Representation 
Public Relations 
Protocol 
Parish Clerk 'Line Manager' 
 

Outgoing Chairman to become Vice 
Chairman 
 
 
(WODC – D Harvey (Deputy Leader) 
- Climate) 

Resources 
 
Ben Lings 
 
(WODC – S Coul – Finance) 
 

Finance and Management 
Precept 
IT 
Council Archives 
Asset Management 
 

 

Environment 
 
Paul Sparrowhawk 
Alex Chapman 
 
(WODC – N MacRae) 

Flooding and Drainage 
Waste Collection and Recycling 
Grounds Maintenance 
Traffic Calming/Issues 
Transport/Bus 
Environmental and Regulatory 
Conservation Area Champion 
*Rural Economy/Local Business 
 

 
 
 

Health and Leisure 
 
Paul Sparrowhawk 
Robert Anstee 
 
(WODC – J Doughty) 

Sports and Leisure 
Parish Clubs/Societies 
Community and Public Health 
Public Events 
Heritage 
*Chimney Champion 
*Cote Champion 
 

 

Communities [and Housing?] 
 
Gill Ball 
Ben Lings 
 
 
 
(WODC – M Davies – Housing 
and Communities) 
 

Vulnerable Residents Champion 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Assets of Community Value 
Voluntary Sector Engagement 
Liaison with Neighbouring 
Parishes (and RAF BzN)  
Liaison with Parochial Council 
Broadband 
 

 

Strategic Planning 
 
Russell La Forte 
John Ordish* 
 
(WODC – J Haine – Planning) 
 

Local Plan 
Neighbourhood Plan TBC 
Planning and Development 
Sect 106 and CIL 
Community Emergency Plan 
Community Trust Liaison 
*Shifford Champion  
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Agenda Item 9e - Allotments 
 
SLCC Advisor by email 
 
Hi Elaine, I have been asked to reply, although I am copying in the National Legal Advisor in case 
he wishes to comment. 
 
The important document is the Scheme of 21 July 1970. You can obtain a copy from the Charity 
Commission if you don't already have one. It's very unlikely that there has been any amendment. 
 
There's no doubt that the best thing to do is to transfer management of the allotments to the 
Parish Council under the provisions of section 33 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 
and dissolve the charity. The PC will then manage the allotments just as it manages its other 
facilities. There used to be a rule that allotments income had to be 'ring-fenced' but this is no 
longer the case and a council's allotment income forms part of its general funds, although in 
theory the trust provisions continue to apply (at least according to the late Paul Clayden) so you 
will need to ensure that any provisions on maintenance continue to be complies with. The Charity 
Commission is probably not that familiar with the provisions of section 33 of the Small Holding 
and Allotments Act 1908 (which of course had not been passed when the Inclosure Award of 15 
December 1855 was made. 
 
You will need the assistance of solicitors familiar with the local council sector to arrange for the 
legal transfer of management (and the trust funds) and ensure the land is registered at the Land 
Registry in the name of the PC. The important phrase is at the end of section 33(1): 'thereupon the 
land shall vest in the council'. 
 
On the 23 April the clerk contact Wellers Law Group LLP (Parish Council Legal Services - 

Wellers Law Group) who are used to the parish council sector for some guidance on how this can 

be done and costs. Details to be available at the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wellerslawgroup.com/practice-areas/for-business/parish-council-services/
https://www.wellerslawgroup.com/practice-areas/for-business/parish-council-services/
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Agenda 16a - Receipts and Payments Account to 31 March 2023 
 
ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Receipts and Payments ACCOUNT

FINANCIAL YEAR 2022/23

ANNUAL RETURN - SUPPORTING PAPERS

Explanation of Income and Expenditure Variances - Receipts and Payments Basis

Full Year        

Actual

Full Year        

Actual Variance Variance

2022/23 2021/22 £ %

INCOME
Precept Box 2 29,715 29,319 396 1%

Other Income Box 3 4,018 4,812 (794) -17%

TOTAL INCOME 33,733 34,131

EXPENDITURE
Salaries Box 4 6,910 6,301 609 10%

Other Expenditure Box 6 18,938 25,701 (6,763) -26%

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 25,848 32,002

FIXED ASSETS Box 9 20,116 20,116 0 0%  
 
Explanation of Variances 

2022 2023 Variance Variance

Explanation 

Required?

DO NOT OVERWRITE THE BOXES HIGHLIGHTED IN 

RED/GREEN Explanation (must include narrative and supporting figures)

£ £ £ %

72,451 74,580

Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 

required - Balance brought forward agrees

29,319 29,715 396 1.35% NO  

4,812 4,018 -794 16.50% YES  

Grant funding of £750 in 2021-22 not received/applied for in 2022-23 as not required for any 

projects.

6,301 6,910 609 9.67% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

25,701 18,938 -6,763 26.31% YES  

Savings of £3,920 on grass cutting due to the dry summer with further underspend of £2,126 on 

grants due to them not being requested though budgeted. Smaller underspends on 

Subscriptions (£436) and Village Maintenance (£373) contributed to the reduced expenditure in 

2022/23 when compared to 2021/22.

7 Balances Carried Forward 74,580 82,465 7,885 10.57% NO  

74,580 82,466 7,886 10.57% NO  

20,116 20,116 0 0.00% NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO  

Excessive Reserves Ratio 2.54374 2.7752

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs
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Year End Figures 

2022-23 Budget £ 31/03/2023

Performance 

Against 

Budget % Commentary

RECEIPTS

Precept 29715 29715 0 0% Complete

WODC Grant CTSG 0 0 0 0% No longer paid

OCC grass cutting grant 1049 1049 0 0% Recieved in Full  against Grass Cutting Verges and WM

Interest 50 916 -866 -1732% CCLA Investment Account

VAT Refund 0 2054 -2054 0%

INVESTMENTS IN 0 0 0 0%

Sundry 0 0 0 0%

Total Receipts 30814 33733 -2919 -9%

EXPENDITURE

Clerk's salary 4,404 5469 -1065 -124% Add Hours Paid in May

Working from home allowance 216 216 0 -100%

HMRC 1,155 1441 -286 -125% Add Hours Paid in May

Bank charges 72 72 0 -100% £6 per month due quarterly.

Office equipment 150 0 150 0%

Office running costs 650 783 -133 -120%
Photocopying/Printing/Stamps plus 

sundries/Norton/Microsoft

Website costs 150 190 -40 -127% Renewal due for 2 years in 2022

Insurance 364 341 23 -94%

Audit 240 200 40 -83%

Election Costs 0 0 0 0%

Annual Parish Meeting expenses 40 0 40 0%

Subscriptions 506 70 436 -14%

Chairman's Allowance 100 15 85 -15%

Grass Cutting - verges & WS 5000 2332 2668 -47%

Grass Cutting - playing field & WM 3000 1748 1252 -58%

Grants paid under statute 5435 3309 2126 -61%

Dog & Litter Bin Emptying 420 346 74 -82%

Fete Bins 0 0 0 0%

Training & Travel 527 552 -25 -105%

Clock Maintenance 229 462 -233 -202% New contract with Derby's from March 2020 for 3 years 

Bus Shelter Cleaning 550 443 107 -81% Bus Shelter cleaning due for Renewal - Nov 2022

Defibrillator pads/batteries 200 165 35 -83%

Repairs 0 0 0 0% Included in VMB

VAT Paid 0 1947 -1947 0%

Village maintenance (Lengthsman) 1500 1127 373 -75%

Small Grants 1115 750 365 -67%

Total Expenditure 26023 21978 4045 -84%

Projects

Aston History Project 1000 0 1000 0% History Boards

Cote Noticeboard 1000 910 90 0%

New Reserve - North Farm 3800 0 3800 0%

New Reserve - Office Equipment 1000 0 1000 0%

Chimney Defibrillator 6105 2960 3145 0%

Total Project Spend 12905 3870 9035 0%

0%

Contingency Budget 5000 0 5000 0%

0

OVERALL EXPENDITURE 37916 25848 12068 -68%

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR -7102 11755 4653 0%

Reserves

Opening at 1 April 74580 74580 0%

Closing at 31 March 67478 14987 82465 22%

Closing reserves analysis:

Working day to day balance 18323 7042 25365 38%

Contingency reserve 5000 0 5000 0%

Recreation Reserve 33476 0 33476 0%

North Farm 0 3800 3800

Aston History Boards 0 1000 1000

Traffic Calming 9679 0 9679 0%

Defibrillator Maintenance 0 3145 3145 0%
To be populated with remaining from Chimney Defib 

project once complete.

Office Equipment 1000 0 1000 0%

67478 14987 82465 22%  
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Agenda Item 16b – Annual Return 22/23 
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Agenda Item 16f – Bank Reconciliation – 31 March 2023 

ASTON, COTE, SHIFFORD & CHIMNEY PARISH COUNCIL    

BANK RECONCILIATIONS AT 31 March 2023    

 £  £  £  

 Receipts  Payments    

Unity Trust Current Account             

Balance per Cash Book:        

Balance b/f at 1/4/22     25,852.19   

Total receipts in year 32817.25       

Total expenditure in year   25847.99     

           

  32,817.25  25,847.99  6,969.26   

Closing balance per Cash Book     32,821.45   

         

RECONCILIATION        

Balance per Bank Statement     32821.45   

Reconciling Items         

 0.00  0.00     

         

  0.00  0.00  0.00   

         

Balance per Cash Book     32,821.45   

              
       

       

CCLA             

Balance per Bank Statement (no new statement)    49,644.09   

Less: uncleared transactions        

NONE      0.00   

         

Balance per Cash Book     49,644.09   

              

       

TOTAL CASH BALANCES     82,465.54  

       

Prepared by: E Anstee       Date: 31.03.2023 
       
       

Reviewed by:        Date:   
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Agenda Item 16e Notice of Public Rights 
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